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	Reedley College

English 252: Writing Improvement

Fall 2004

1:00 – 1:50 P.M.

Room INC 4 MF & INC 1 T W



Instructor Information:
Instructor: Raul Hernandez 

Office Hours: By appointment 

Campus Phone: 638 – 3641 Ext.  


Email: rh089@csufresno.edu

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​ 

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Course Description:

English 252 is a CR/NC course designed to develop writing skills in preparation for English 125.  Students must satisfactorily complete course work and pass a writing competency test to receive credit for the course.  The objective of this course is to cultivate a positive attitude toward writing while building rhetoric skills.  Specifically, students will write short compositions, learn strategies for creating ideas, outlines, organizing and drafting, as well as revision of essays.  In addition, students will learn fundamentals in grammar, punctuation and mechanics, coming to an awareness of how syntax contributes to clarity in writing.  This course is based on class participation and rigorous writing.
Required Texts:

Langan, John. English Skills With Reading, 5th ed.  New York: McGraw Hill, 2002.
Silverman, Jay, Elaine Hughes, and Diana Roberts Wienbroer.  Rules of Thumb a guide for writers, 6th ed. Boston: Longman, 2003. 

Materials:


1. 
Two 3.5 inch double-sided/double-density floppy computer disks.


2. 
One 1 inch three-ring binder or a single subject notebook 11 X 9. 

​​​​​​​​​​Course Format:

In this course you are expected to actively participate in lively discussions of the reading material. Active participation here means talking in class about the course material and the issues at hand. In order to actively participate, students should come to class having completed and studied the material assigned for that day. This kind of preparation will significantly increase your ability to understand the material and facilitate interesting and constructive classroom discussions. In addition, several class sessions will be conducted in a collaborative, workshop style. As students work their way through the material and their writing, they will share their writings with other students and provide constructive feedback on another’s writing.   

Course Requirements and Grades:

Final grades will be based on the following assignments: 
1. Papers – (40%) (100 points each)
(400 possible points)
Essays will comprise the major portion of each student’s grade.  Over the course of the semester there will be six essays assigned, two of these being in-class competency exams – the midterm and final.  The 4 process essays will be discussed in detail and in advance; each will be written in a different rhetorical mode: narrative, descriptive, cause and effect, and persuasive.  Each essay should be between 2 – 3 pages in length, typed and double-spaced throughout.  You should also use Times New Roman, 12-point font and one-inch margins.  To be eligible to pass the class, all essays must be submitted and collectively equal a 70% or better.  Throughout the semester, you will turn in four papers.  I will grade and return the papers with substantial comments and suggestions for revision. If you don’t like your grade, you can revise and rewrite your paper for a better grade.  You are not guaranteed a better grade, although most students do improve their scores.  You will have one week to submit your revision.  No late essays may be revised.

2. Journal – (20%)  (200 possible points)
Each student will keep a writing journal in a three-ring binder or notebook, which will be handed in approximately every Friday.  Journal entries include several different types of writing: short responses to readings; in class writing related to issues or ideas raised in discussion; practice writing in each rhetorical mode; and personal entries.  I will expect you to spend more than a few minutes on these writings, and these entries should reveal some careful thought.  You are the primary audience for these writings.  In this view, your journal entries should be a kind of conversation that you have with the material.  That is, these writing assignments should give you the space to think through some of the concepts and ideas in the readings as well as in our classroom discussions.  The journal entries may be typed or written in ink.  If you type, please single space and write at least one full page.  If you write in ink, please single space and write at least two full pages.  To be eligible to pass the class, each student must complete at least 70% of the journal.

3. Professionalism – (10%) (100 possible points)
Professionalism: includes, homework, quizzes, focus on and relevant contributions to class discussion.  Since a portion of your grade is based on class participation, it will be advantageous for you to attend each class session. However, you are permitted four absences.  As with absences, tardies are recorded; therefore, if you come late to class, it is your responsibility to approach the instructor after class in order to change an absence to a tardy.  

4. Midterm – (15%) and Final – (15 %)  
Each student will take two in-class competency essay exams (at the midterm and final).  These exams are taken over a 3-day period, and we will get plenty of practice prior to the exams. To be eligible to pass the class, each student must pass (with 70% or higher) one of the two exams.  

Total possible points: (700)
Overall Grading System:
You will not receive a letter grade in this course, but your instructor believes in a simple, straightforward system of grading for the semester.  Therefore, the following percentage scale will be the basis for the semester grades:



90 – 100% 

A


80 – 89%   

B


70 – 79%   

C 



0 – 69%   

No credit
The above percentages will be derived by dividing the total points possible for the course by the total points you have earned.  You must receive a 70% or above to pass this class.  This is a credit/no credit course; therefore, you will not receive a standard grade on your transcript and you must maintain a “C” or better to pass. 


Late Assignments:
All late assignments (including essays) will receive a reduction of ten points for every day they are missing.  Assignments are due at the beginning of the period, not at the end of the period or the end of the day.  All assignments turned in after they are collected as a group will be counted as one day late.  If you plan to be absent, it is your responsibility to submit any due assignments before you are absent or you will lose points. 

Disruptive Classroom Behavior:

The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and academic growth.  It is essential to this learning environment that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the class, and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained.  Student conduct which disrupts the learning process or interferes with the teacher’s ability to teach shall not be tolerated.  He or she will be asked to leave the class and suspended for two class periods.  That student will not be allowed back into the class unless he or she arranges to speak with the instructor.  If a student is dismissed from class more than once, this will lead to disciplinary action – he or she may possibly be dropped from the class – permanently.   

Common Courtesies to Remember:

1) Cell phones: Please turn them off before entering class – this includes pagers and all hi-tech gadgets.  

2) During class: discussions and lectures don’t hold private conversations, pass notes or speak out of turn.

3) If you are late: please don’t walk across the room in front of the instructor.   

4) Leaving early: If you have to leave early, you may do so, but you will be counted absent.

5) Bathroom breaks: keep them to a minimum.  This is a 50 minute class and, unless you have an emergency, such breaks don’t need to happen.

Academic Dishonesty: 

No cheating, plagiarism, or other unscrupulous conduct will be tolerated.  Cheating is the act of deception by which a student misleadingly demonstrates that he or she has mastered information on an academic exercise.  Plagiarism is the act of representing the work of another as one’s own without giving credit.  The penalty for plagiarism may include expulsion or suspension from the college, and/or an automatic “F” for the course or particular exam or assignment, and/or an automatic instructor’s drop from the course for “due cause.”  Any one or all penalties may be imposed by your instructor, and a notification of the circumstances will be sent to the Dean of Students.  Therefore, honesty is the best policy. 

Academic Accommodations: 

“If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) act including alternate media requests, please notify your course instructor immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.” 
Attendance/Drop Policy:
Your instructor is required by state law and district regulations to maintain complete and accurate attendance records.  Please make careful note of the following policies pertaining to attendance.

1. Roll must be taken at each class meeting.

2. Two consecutive weeks of absences and you will be dropped from the course.

3. A total of six absences before the first nine weeks of the semester and you will be dropped.

4. Every three tardies or early departures equal one absence.

5. Being 15 minutes late to class constitutes an absence unless this has been cleared with the instructor prior to entering the classroom.

6. A student should not assume that the instructor will automatically drop the student merely because he or she no longer is attending class.  It is always the individual student’s responsibility to withdraw or drop a class when one fails to appear or attend regularly. 

NOTE: The English 252 schedule is tentative and subject to change with advance notice provided by your Instructor.  

My signature below indicates that I have read and understand this syllabus and have been given a copy of my own to keep.   

Student Signature







Date

Mark one

Fresno City College  □






Reedley College  □

