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Course description:

This course is designed to prepare students for college level writing.  Writing will be approached as a process through written rough drafts, peer editing, final drafts, as well as class discussion.  The essays will be primarily expository and analytical.  Additionally some work may require outside research.  Clarity and organization will be stressed in this class.  The beauty in writing can be found both in the message which is delivered and also in the style by which it reaches the reader.   This is going to be a much accelerated class because of the short amount of time.  Please come to class prepared and ready to work.  
Texts:

A Commonsense Guide To Grammar and Usage- Larry Beason and Mark Lester
Patterns for College Writing- Laurie Kirszner and Stephan Mandell
Assignments

Your assignments will consist of four types of written essays: Each paper will require a rough draft, outline and final draft.  In addition to these papers you will be required to do in class writing, keep a personal journal, turn a portfolio of your work and timed essays.

Descriptive:  This will be a paper to give you a chance to further you language skills as well as your ability to express yourself stylistically.  This paper will be between 2-3 pages long.  
 Narrative: This will be the first essay, meant to help you explore your writing style and get comfortable with writing; 3-4 pages long.  This will be a short story which will take place in no longer a time span than one day, include no more than three characters and be literary in nature.  
Process (How To):  This essay will focus on structure and organization.  You will have to write an essay explaining to our reader how to do something.  This should be a 3-4 page essay.
Opinion:  This essay will allow you to research an issue.  You will formulate an opinion by discussing facts and relaying the issue.  Out side research of no fewer than three sources with documentation will be used.  This essay will be 4-5 pages, so it must be very concise. 
Journal:  Your journal will be kept primarily outside of class time.  It should include daily activities, writing ideas, questions you have, and or anything about your life experience as a human.  The journal is to encourage daily writing.  It also will become an outlet for stress and a good place to keep track or the important dates and issues in your life.
Final: You will turn in a portfolio of your essay work; this should include all notes, rough drafts, out lines, and final drafts.  You will be given the chance to rewrite you papers, and they must also be included at this time.  

Timed essays:  From time to time essays will be assigned to be completed in class.  Students will have one hour to compile their thoughts and write an essay on a provided topic. (These may include movie critiques) 

Each essay will require an outline as well as a rough draft to be edited in class.  
Grades:

Narrative essay       
                        100
Opinion          

                        100
Descriptive


            50
How To 

            
100
Journal                                                 25
Timed essays



25
Portfolio                                          
150





550 points

Attendance/ participation

50




Total:
600 points 

90%- 100% A
89%-80%    B
79%-70%    C

69%-60%    D

59%-0         F

.  Late work is not, will not, for any reason be accepted!  No exceptions. Additionally, you must be responsible for dropping yourself from this course.  I will not drop you.  If you fail to attend class or do the work you will receive an F on your transcripts.  Work cannot be emailed.  Cheating and or plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in an F on the assignment, the second instance will result in an F in the class.  Please feel free to email me anytime with questions or if you need extra help I am more than happy to oblige.   This schedule is subject to change.  Good luck.
Whatever we conceive well we express clearly.

-Boileau-
