ENGLISH 125

COLLEGE WRITING SKILLS

Instructor: Kim Sheffield

Days/Time/Room: M  10:00AM – 10:50AM   AGR 15

                               T   10:00AM – 10:50AM   INC 4

                               TH 10:00AM – 11:50AM  FEM 4E

Office:

Email: ksheffield@sbcglobal.net
Required Texts

-Kirszner & Mandell. Patterns for College Writing. 9th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martins, 
  2004.

-College Dictionary

Course Overview and Objectives
This course is designed to help you develop the skills necessary to become a successful college writer. You will also be developing your awareness of the strengths and weaknesses in your writing and using this insight to write more effectively. You will be working to improve your ability to read a variety of texts critically and to think analytically. In order to accomplish these goals, you must be willing to work hard, practice these skills, and apply them to your writing. As a group, we will be creating an environment in which you will share your work at all stages of development with other writers, so be prepared to share what you write. As a result of this multi-level process, you will become a more competent, and confident, reader-thinker, and writer.

Course Format

While I find it useful to give brief lectures to provide contextual information of the topic under discussion, this will not be a course where you are asked to listen passively. It will be a course in which you are expected to actively participate in lively discussions of the reading material. Active participation here means talking in class about course material and the issues at hand. In order to actively participate, students should come to class having completed and studied the material assigned for that day. This kind of preparation will significantly increase your ability to understand the material and facilitate interesting and constructive classroom discussions. In addition, several class sessions will be conducted in a collaborative, workshop style. As students work their way through the material and their writing, they will share their writings with other students and provide constructive feedback on another’s writing.

Course Requirements and Grades

Final grades will be based on the following:

1. Short Writing Assignments  (20%)

(includes 10 Minute Writes and Reading Responses)

You will be required to turn in short, informal papers that aim to have you write about the course material at hand. Although these assignments will be short, they do have to be serious. I will expect you to spend more than a few minutes on this writing, and I will expect that your writing shows that you are thinking critically about the subject matter. You are the primary audience for this writing. In this view, your short writing assignments should be a kind of conversation that you have with the material. That is, these writing assignments should give you the space to think through some of the concepts and ideas in the literature as well as in our classroom discussions.

Each short writing assignment is worth 0-10 points and will be graded on thoroughness and depth of insight.

2. Participation and Attendance  (20%)

Since a portion of your grade is based on class participation, it will behoove you to attend each class session. However, you are permitted five (5) absences. Each absence beyond five will lower your final grade by one full letter grade per absence missed. If you come late to class, after roll has been taken, you are responsible to make sure my records have been corrected to show that you were in class. Excessive tardiness will also affect your grade.

3. Papers  (60%)

Throughout the semester, you will turn in several papers. I will grade and return the papers with comments and suggestions for revision. You may revise and rewrite these papers, if you choose. You will have one week to submit your revision. 
Course Policies

Late Work:

It is important to keep up with your assignments. NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED. Assignments are due at the beginning of the class period. If you come to class more than 15 minutes late, any assignment due that day will NOT be accepted---NO EXCEPTIONS!
Student Conferences:

In addition to any scheduled conferences, you are encouraged to discuss any aspect of this course or any aspect of your work in it with me at any time during the semester.

Plagiarism:

“Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one’s grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term “cheating” not be limited to examination situations only, but that it includes any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one’s own work”

The penalty for plagiarism will be automatic failure in the course, and a notification of the circumstances will be sent to the Dean of Students. 

Cell Phones:

No one in class, especially your instructor, wants to be interrupted by your personal life. Therefore the use of cellular phones during class is prohibited. Please be sure that your phone is turned off during class. Violators will be asked to leave class and will receive zero credit for the day.

**Remember to SAVE EVERYTHING YOU WRITE! No writing assignment you do this semester will be without purpose or benefit. Class writing assignments and essays may be used as raw material for later assignments. There will be group work on papers, and I may use samples of student writing for class discussion or as illustrations of common problems or special qualities in your writing. **
It is my hope that this class will give you the opportunity to improve your writing skills by providing you with practice, practice, and more practice. Taking full advantage of this opportunity will require work-- hard work, but work that is challenging and often more fun and interesting than you might have imagined.

 

Course Schedule—Fall 2004

(Subject to change at the whim of the instructor!)

	 

 

Week
	 

Topic
	Reading Assignment

(complete by next class meeting)
	Writing Assignment

	8/16

&

8/23

	Intro. to Course, Information sheets, course philosophy Discussion of portfolios, how class will work
	Introduction: Reading to Write

Part 1: The Writing Process
	 Diagnostic

Essay

	8/30

&

9/7

	 Family Relationships

Using Description

Intro to Chapter 5

Discuss 1st Assigned Essay 
Grammar
	“Only Daughter”

Cisneros pg. 84

“Words Left Unspoken”

Cohen pg. 153
	Essay: Significant Person or Event That Changed You, Helping To Make You Who You Are Today
Draft Due 9/9

Workshop 9/9

Final Due 9/20

	9/13

	Life Lessons

Using Narration

Intro to Chapter 4
Grammar
	“Shooting an Elephant”

Orwell Pg. 117

“Strange Tools”

Rodriguez Pg. 697


	In-Class Reading Response



	9/20

&

9/27

	Education

Using Exemplification

Intro to Chapter 6
Grammar
	“The Human Cost of an Illiterate Society”

Kozol Pg.229

“College Pressures”

Zinsser Pg.447

Handout : “I Just Wanna Be Average”

Mike Rose 
	 Informal paper on Education

Due: 10/4

In-Class Reading Response

	10/4

	Language and Communication

Using Cause and Effect
Intro to Chapter 8
Grammar
	“The Ways We Lie”

Ericsson Pg. 470

“Sex, Lies, and Conversation”

Tannen Pg. 407
	 Reading Response

Reading Response

	10/11

	Men and Women

Using Comparison and Contrast

Intro to Chapter 9

Grammar
	“I Want a Wife”

Brady Pg. 505

“The Wife Beater”

Smith Pg. 521
	Compare and Contrast Essay

Men/Women

Draft due: 10/18

Workshop: 10/19

Final Due: 10/25

	10/18

	Prejudices and Stereotypes

Using Classification and Division

Intro to Chapter 10
Grammar
	“Traditional Mothers and Fathers:Still the Best Choice for Children”

Adkins Pg. 596

“Just Walk on By: A Black Man Ponders His Power to Alter Public Space”

Staples Pg. 223


	Reading Response

Reading Response

	10/25

	Perception and Reality

Using Definition

Intro to Chapter 11
Grammar
	“Ground Zero”

Berne Pg. 158

“Walt and Ray: Your Trusted Friends”

Scholosser Pg. 414


	Reading Responses

Informal Essay on Deception

Due 11/1 

	11/1

	Effecting Change

Using Argumentation

Intro to Chapter 12

Introduction, Induction, Deduction
Grammar
	“Letters From  Birmingham Jail”

Martin Luther King Pg. 560

“Television:The Plug-In Drug”

Winn Pg. 325
	Argumentative Essay

Discussion

	11/8

	Argumentation: National ID Cards

Using Argumentation: Dealing with Opposition and Recognizing Logical Fallacies

More Chapter 12
Grammar
	 “The Threat of National ID”

Safire Pg. 586

“Why Fear National ID Cards”

Dershowitz Pg. 590 
	Reading Response

Reading Response

Argumentative Essay Assigned

Library Visit 11/9

Draft: 11/15

Workshop: 11/16

Final: 11/22



	11/15

	Writing a Research Paper, Address Problems and Concerns
	
	Work on Essay

	11/22

	Argumentation: Media Violence

In-Class Debates
	“Memo to John Grisham: What’s Next—‘A Movie Made Me Do It’?”

Stone Pg. 607

“Violent Films Cry ‘Fire’ in Crowded Theatres”

Zimecki Pg. 612
	Reading Response

Class Discussion

Reading Response

Class Discussion

	11/29

	Argumentation
	“A Modest Proposal”

Swift Pg. 676

“On Dumpster Diving”

Eighner Pg. 660
	Reading Response

Reading Response

Informal Writing Assignment: Essay on Defending a Cause or Position
Due 12/6

	12/6

	Individual Conferencing

Attendance Mandatory
	
	

	12/13
	Final Exam Week
	
	


