Gerald Lawrence




English 125, Fall 2004
Email:  reedleyenglish@yahoo.com


Schedule # 55226
Class Hours:  
M T W TH 3-4:50pm (HUM 62)
Course Description

This class will ask you to look at issues within the society you live and the place you have in it. We will be reading and writing about different issues that surround each of us everyday.  Since issues are not seen by only one mind it will be essential for you to learn how others view the same things you will be writing about.  This is why workshops will be a big part of this class.  

Required Texts and Materials

· Commonsense Guide  by Beason
· Patterns for College by Kirszner

· Copies of your essays for each member of your small group

Attendance

Attendance is not only necessary, but mandatory.  You may have six (6) absences in this class.  For every absence you accumulate beyond the allowed six, your grade will drop one full grade.  If you receive four absences beyond the six allowed you will receive no credit for this course.

Tardies

It is important that you come to class on time so that you do not miss any announcements or essential discussions.  Arriving on time is also a general courtesy that I and your fellow classmates deserve.  If you are twenty or more minutes late to class or if you leave class early you will receive an absence.  Any tardies under twenty minutes will count as ½ of an absence.

Workshops

On the days that we have workshops scheduled you will need to bring copies of your essays for each member of your workshop group.  Because these workshops are designed for students to give each other feedback on their essays it is essential that you come to these workshops prepared.  If you come to class on a workshop day without copies of your essays for your group members you will be asked to leave class and will receive an absence.

Grading

The breakdown for the work in this class will be as follows:

Essays 



 

50 %
Final Portfolio 



20%

Class participation 



15%
Reading responses  



15%
Since this is a credit/no credit course you must receive a 70% or above to pass this class.

Submitting Essays

Essays will need to be typed, double spaced, with a 12 point font in Times New Roman.  Essays not turned in using this format will not be read.  Late essays will not be accepted.  Emailed essays will only be accepted if you will not be attending class the day essays are due, and they must be sent before the time our class is scheduled to start.

Portfolio

At the end of the semester you will be asked to submit two revised essays you have worked on during the course of the semester.  You will need to submit all materials relating to the revision of these two essays including all drafts submitted for grading.  In addition you will need to write an essay discussing the revisions you made to these two essays and what you have learned about writing by taking this course.
Participation

15% of your grade does depend on participation, so it is in your best interest to actively participate in this class.  The success of this class, as well as the success of what you will learn in class, is dependent upon how well every member participates.  I want you to see this as an interactive learning environment where all members of the class must work in conjunction with each other in order to achieve a greater learning.  Participation will also be essential in the large and small workshops that we will be doing.  As you learn how to give feedback on the papers of others, you will be learning how to edit your own work.  Just as others will be expected to comment and participate when we go over your work, so will you be expected to participate when someone else’s paper is being workshopped. 

Reading Responses

Written responses to your assigned reading will be due on the day we are scheduled to discuss the assigned work.  Responses must be at least two pages in length, typed, double-spaced, with a 12 point font in Times New Roman.  Responses not following this format will not be read.  While responses can deal a little with the summary of the reading, no more than one short paragraph should be devoted to summary.  The rest of the response must discuss your reaction to the text and what you think it means or why you think it’s important.  Late reading responses will not be accepted.  Emailed responses will only be accepted if you will not be attending class the day they are due, and they must be sent before the time our class is scheduled to start.

Cheating and Plagiarism

Plagiarism involves passing off the writing and words of someone else as your own.  Whenever you use information that did not originate in your own mind you must give credit to where that information came from.  Penalties for plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment through an F for the course.  
Disruptive Classroom Behavior

It is essential to the classroom learning environment that everyone show respect for their fellow classmates and for the instructor.  Differences of opinion should be expressed in terms appropriate for a classroom setting.  Student conduct which disrupts the learning environment will not be tolerated and may lead to removal from class.
