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Course Description

English 125 is designed to prepare you for the 1A class. You will learn how to summarize and interpret reading material and respond to it in a critical and thoughtful manner through your writing. 

You will learn how to analyze and question material, develop topics and thesis statements, support your claims with evidence, and organize and revise your writing. 

Required texts: Patterns for College Writing, 9th edition, Laurie G. Kriszner and Stephen R. Mandell


          Common Sense Guide to Grammar and Usage, 3rd edition, Larry Beason and Mark Lester

Course Policies

Attendance:

Class discussions and in-class assignments make up a large part of the class structure. Therefore, attending class is essential. Two absences will be allowed without penalty. Three to five absences will result in a loss of participation points. More than five absences will result in automatic failure of the course. Two tardies will equal one absence.

Grading:

Your final grade will be determined by the quality of work and the level of participation exhibited in class. The five essays combined will account for approximately 80% of your grade. The remaining 20% of your final grade will be determined by participation, journal work, and short in-class/out-of-class assignments. 

Late Papers:

Late papers will be accepted. However, your grade on the paper will be dropped a half grade for every day that it is late.

Important Assignments 

Essay #1

Descriptive Essay—describing a place or a setting that carries significance

Essay #2

Concept Essay—defining a concept by providing examples from your own life and from outside sources

Essay #3

Analysis Essay—analyzing the techniques of a writer, characterizing the tone, identifying the thesis and the structure

Essay #4

Argument Essay—responding to a text by stating an argument and providing support that either coincides or conflicts with the author’s ideas stated in the text

Essay #5

Argument Essay 2—identifying a problem or a question posed from a specific text(s) and supporting your stance by the use of other texts

Instructor’s Note: The instructor reserves the right to make any changes to the syllabus as deemed necessary or appropriate.
