English 125 - Writing Skills for College (Catalog #51171)

Fall 2004 Syllabus

Reedley College

Instructor:

Rod Keen

Credits:

3

Class Schedule:
Tuesday 6:00-7:50 P.M.  HUM 62

Thursday 6:00-7:50 P.M.  SOC 35

Home Phone:

(559) 733-3510.

E-mail:

english_125@yahoo.com
Important Dates:
August 17

Classes begin




August 29

Last day to drop class with refund




October 14

Midterm




October 16

9-week drop deadline




November 11

Veteran’s Day, no classes




November 25-28
Thanksgiving Holiday, no classes




December 13-17
Finals

Course Description:
This course is designed to advance students’ writing skills into college level abilities through the development of the process of writing, revising, and finishing short papers, including the development and organization of ideas.  There will be an emphasis on avoiding common writing errors; developing reading skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies; developing critical thinking skills by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience, and by using writing as thinking, to explore and express ideas.

Content:
A.
Grammar
1. Proper use of parts of speech

2. Punctuation

B. Critical Reading

1. Analytical processes

2. Active reading

a. Highlighting

b. Annotating

C. Writing Processes

1. Idea formulation

2. Research

3. Proper arrangement

4. Revising

5. Publishing

D. Writing Forms

1. Cause and Effect

2. Narration

3. Exemplification

4. Description

5. Comparison and Contrast

6. Classification

7. Argumentation

Materials:
Text:  Beason, Larry and Lester, Mark. A Commonsense Guide to Grammar and Usage, third edition. Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2003.


Kirszner, Laurie G. and Mandell, Stephen R. Patterns for College Writing, ninth edition. Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2004.

Other:  Three ring binder with lined paper, dividers, highlighters, pens and pencils

Grading:
English 125 is a three-unit course required for graduation.  The class is offered on a graded basis with a credit/no credit option.  The grades earned on all course work will be combined in a total point average to determine the final grade for the course.  Your grade will be based on test and quiz performance, successful completion of all assignments (weekly homework, written and reading assignments), class participation, and attendance.  It is every student’s responsibility to collect all graded, returned work, and maintain an accurate account of all grades.  No late assignments accepted; no exceptions!





A= 90-100%





B= 80-89%
  





C= 70-79%

   

 

D= 60-69%


F= 59% or below

Attendance:
Regular attendance is required for this class.  Because you will be reading, writing, and discussing such during class, regular attendance is mandatory and is part of your grade.  Two tardies are equivalent to one absence.  If you have five absences by the end of the 9th week, the drop deadline, you will be dropped from the course.  Two consecutive weeks of absences at any time will result in your being dropped.

Tentative Fall 2004 Semester Schedule

Week 1 (8/17)
Introduction, Syllabus, Computer Skills, Reading Process, Critical Reading, Reader/Writer Transaction, Writing Assessment 

Week 2 (8/24)
Sentences P 14 – 69 Beason.  Essay response P 1 –12 Kirszner.

Week 3 (8/31)
Agreement P 70 – 100 Beason.  Writing Process P 13 – 68 Kirszner

Week 4 (9/7)
Tenses and Pronouns P 101 – 166 Beason.  Narration P 69-134 Kirszner

Week 5 (9/14)
Modifiers P 167 – 214 Beason.  Description P 135 – 190 Kirszner

Week 6 (9/21)
Apostrophes P 215 – 253 Beason.  Exemplification P 191 – 244 Kirszner

Week 7 (9/28)
Punctuation/Capitalization P 254 – 301 Beason.  Process 245 – 302 Kirszner

Week 8 (10/5)
Voice P 302 – 321 Beason.  Cause and Effect P 303 – 362 Kirszner

Week 9 (10/12)
Articles P 322 – 353 Beason.  Comparison and Contrast P 363 – 430 Kirszner

Week 10 (10/19)
Verbs P 354 – 393 Beason.  Classification P 431 – 528 Kirszner

Week 11 (10/26)
Word Order P 394 – 406 Beason.  Classification continued

Week 12 (11/2)
Overview 407 – 457 Beason.  Argumentation P 529 – 650 Kirszner

Week 13 (11/9)
Overview continued.  Argumentation continued

Week 14 (11/16)
MLA.  Revision.

Week 15 (11/23)
Research Paper expectations

Week 16 (11/30)
Research and editing.

Week 17 (12/7)
Review

Week 18 (12/14)
Final

