English 125:  College Writing Skills

Schedule # 51183
Fall 2004

Instructor:  Donavan Ingram


Class Meets M  10:00-11:50  INC 1
Office Phone  TBA




        W  10:00-11:50  SOC 35
Office Hours: By Appointment

E-Mail:  oddtingram@yahoo.com
Course Description

English 125 is designed to prepare students for college level writing and academic prose.  Writing will be approached as a process, in which students will refine skills in preparing for a paper (invention and planning), drafting (writing), and revision.  The essays will primarily be expository and analytical in nature, and some will incorporate research.  Additionally, grammar and punctuation will be addressed, as students should become aware of how these are important to clarity in writing.  For the AA or AS degree, English 125 is the terminal writing course required; for transfer, English 125 is the writing course prior to Freshman Composition.  This course is writing intensive.

Required Materials:

Little Brown Handbook, Fowler
Patterns For College, Kirszner
Straight Man, Russo
3 ½  inch, IBM compatible floppy disk- formatted

Two, Two-pocket folders for papers and handouts

College rule spiral bound notebook

Course Objectives: Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate critical thinking skills in reading and writing

2. Organize ideas in essays and paragraphs using easy-to-follow sequencing

3. Write coherent paragraphs that adequately develop topic sentences

4. Develop logical support for generalizations

5. Differentiate between fact and opinion

6. Write complete, varied sentences, using coordination, subordination, and modification to clarify meaning

7. Create essays which use Standard Written English conventions in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, etc.

8. Develop various patterns of paragraphs and essays using patterns which best fit the essays

9. Develop writing process by recognizing the effect of purpose and audience, discovering topics, employing prewriting strategies, selecting and ordering ideas and evidence to develop the topic, writing and revising, and editing the paper

10. Use basic library sources to find information and avoid plagiarism in the preparation of a limited paper based on published sources.

11. Demonstrate skills in writing assignments with the use of a computer.

Grading:

English 125 is a Credit / No Credit course.  This means that you will not receive and official letter grade for this class; however, you will receive on of the following assessments:

CR (Credit) –  

You have passed either the midterm or the final




You have received at least 70% of the course points




You have participated in class regularly.

NC (No Credit)
You did not pass either the midterm or the final




You did not receive 70% of the course points




You did not participate in class regularly.




You turned in work that was plagiarized.

To receive credit for this course, you must fulfill all three of the above requirements.  The 70% requirements I derived from the following point distribution:

Paper 1


100 points possible

Paper 2


100 points possible

Paper 3


100 points possible

Paper 4


100 points possible

Journal


  50 points possible

Participation


  50 points possible





500 points possible




(Total points may change depending on class pace)

A= 450 - 500
B= 400 - 449
C= 350 - 399

(The “grade” for this course will be translated into CR or NC)

D= 300 - 349
F=     0 - 299
You will produce four final papers for this class.   Each final paper will be worth 100 possible points and must include the following:


1.  First draft






10 points possible


2.  Second Draft





10 points possible


3.  Final Draft, typed double spaced 



70 points possible


4.  Predrafting, drafting and workshop notes and materials 
10 points possible








          100 points possible
Save all your work from this class!

You will need to turn it in with your final papers

Late Papers:  Late papers will not be accepted.  Students who attempt to turn in a paper after the designated due date will loose all points for that particular paper.

In-class essays:  Another type of writing that you must produce in college is the timed, in-class essay.  Because students often find this the most nerve-wracking part of college writing and because you will be graded on one in-class essay for midterm and one for final, you will be producing a number of timed writings for this class.  You will produce two timed essays before the midterm date; the best of these will be revised and submitted as your midterm.  The same process will occur before the final.  Students must pass either the midterm or the final to be eligible to pass the class.

Journals:  In each paper unit, you will be expected to submit five full journal pages of related class work.  These journals should include class work related to the paper only like grammar work, brainstorming for that paper, lab work, and any other class work or homework which helped you to produce or revise that particular paper unit.  

Workshops:  Before you turn in a paper unit, you must also have the paper workshopped by one other student in this class.  Usually, I will schedule a workshop date for either the first or the second draft of the paper.  For the workshops, you will be required to bring a current copy of your paper.  If your draft is not completed by the date that the workshop is scheduled, you will be responsible for asking a student from the class to do a workshop on your paper outside of the class time, or you will lose points when you turn in the final unit.

Attendance:  Students are expected to attend/participate in class and assume ultimate responsibility if they wish to drop the class.  Students whose names appear on the roster or who attend the first class will remain on the roster until the students generate drops.  However, students may be dropped PRIOR to the final drop date after missing the equivalent of 2 consecutive semester weeks, or accumulating consistent absences, excessive tardies, excessive early departures (25% of term prior to the final drop date).  Students may also be dropped for not maintaining adequate progress in the class or for disruptive classroom behavior.

Disruptive Classroom Behavior:  Behaviors that interfere with class work will not be tolerated.  Students who talk excessively, sing, make rude or derogatory comments or disrupts the class in any other way will be asked to leave the class for the day.  Disruptive behaviors that are more serious will result in more serious actions.

Plagiarism: Work that is not written by you but is submitted as your own is plagiarized work.  This can include work that is “edited” by other writers, papers that are “borrowed,” or research material that is not accurately cited and included on a bibliography.  You are, in essence, telling the instructor that these are your own ideas.  The penalties for turning n plagiarized work can range from an “F” on the assignment to an “F” for the course.  You may even receive a suspension, probation, or expulsion from the school.  Plagiarism is a serious offense.  If you have any questions at all about whether you may be plagiarizing, please see me.

Students with Disabilities:  If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) act including alternate media requests, please notify your course instructor immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.

Tentative Schedule

Date


Paper/Draft





      Pages
                   
Aug. 16

First Day of Class

Aug. 25 

Paper 1 draft 1




Sept. 1 

Paper 1 Draft 2

Sept. 3


Last day to drop without W


Sept. 6


Labor Day

Sept. 8 

Paper 1 Final Draft




3-5 Pages

Sept. 22 

Paper 2 Draft 1




Sept. 29

Paper 2 Draft 2
Oct. 6


Paper 2 Final Draft




3-5 Pages
Oct. 11-15

Midterm Week




Oct. 15 

Last day to drop with W
Oct. 20


Paper 3 Draft 1
Oct. 27 

Paper 3 Draft 2



Nov. 3 


Paper 3 Final Draft




3-5 Pages
Nov. 11 

Veterans Day
Nov. 15 

Paper 4 Draft 1
Nov. 22 

Paper 4 Draft 2
Nov. 25-26 

Thanksgiving
Dec. 1 


Paper 4 Final Draft




4-6 Pages

Dec. 13-17 

Finals Week
