English 1A – Composition and Reading



Deborah Lencioni
Forces of Change
A Learning Community with History 12
Office Annex 2 (near switchboard)
deborah.lencioni@reedleycollege.edu
Office:  638-3641 ext. 3416
    office hours MTW 2-3 and by arrangement








 drop date:  Friday 10/17

Required:  
Maimon and Peritz  A Writer’s Resource


Who Cooked the Last Supper?


disk for saving work



binder for saving work



Your History text:



 American History, A Survey, Volume Two, Eleventh  Edition, by Alan Brinkley
Recommended:

English 1A is equivalent to the freshman composition course at a four-year university.  The goal of freshman comp is to sharpen your writing, reading, and thinking skills so that you can meet any scholarly challenge and competently express your ideas, as people have been doing since paleolithic times.  This course is particular in that we are linking with your history course and many of the assignments will linked as well.  Ideally this will increase your success in each, and make the total experience more interesting and meaningful.  
We will read essays from your history text, and we will read the full length work Who Cooked the Last Supper.  We will discuss what you’ve read, what you’ve written, and what you’ve talked about in your history class sometimes all together, sometimes in small groups, sometimes one-on-one in conference.  Your attendance is mandatory, and excessive absence, tardiness, or unpreparedness will adversely affect your participation grade.
You will keep all of your work for the semester (notes, drafts, and final graded copies) both on disk and on hard paper copy in a binder.  This is important because your final may be based on your accumulated binder of work.

You will write several essays and essay test responses, and at least one research paper.  See below for the breakdown.  All essays will be typed, double-spaced and scholarly in appearance—no folders, please, or fancy fonts.  We use a form of documentation called MLA style, which is explained in Chapter 6 of A Writer’s Resource.  I expect out- of-class essays at the beginning of the hour they are due, and in-class essays at the end of the class.  The reason for any paper being late must be written to me as a letter, and I will judge whether or not the excuse is justified.

Here’s a good deal for you:  If you have produced drafts and participated in workshop and conference, but have still received a C or a D on any essay (except the final research paper), you may prepare a written proposal within the week outlining a revision plan.  I am happy to help you with this plan, and usually it makes sense to work on this in my office.  If I accept your proposal (which I will, if it is earnest), you will have one week to revise your paper.  You’ll hand in all old drafts, my comment sheet or profile, and your approved proposal with the revision stapled on top.  This involves more work for you, but the reward is a new evaluation and a new grade.
Reading assignments are intended as models of different organizational structures or as information or inspiration for discussion or your own writing.  I’ll try to give writing assignments a week in advance; you make sure you read them carefully, look up new vocabulary, and bring your notes to class.

Grading in this class will be based on the quality of your essays.  Attached is a general Grading Standard for college level writing.  I will either use the Composition Profile (also attached), or a similar breakdown considering content, organization, use of language, and grammar and mechanics.  Plagiarism (presenting any part of someone else’s work as your own) is against the law and will result in a paper grade of F.  Figuring your grade couldn’t be easier:  there are 9 grades of equal weight (they are all in bold in the syllabus) plus one grade for the daily writing.  Add them up and divide by ten.  At any point, you can add up the points and divide by the number of grades.  I may add or substitute other essays or papers as we work together with the history class.

Daily Writing grade________________________________________________
Culture Essay (example essay)
________________________________________________________________
Historical Character Essay (compare/contrast)

________________________________________________________________
Election Paper (argument w/research)
________________________________________________________________
Day in History “light” research paper
________________________________________________________________ one in-class essay (your choice, include cover letter)
________________________________________________________________
Social Issue Research Paper (Topic from History 12)
________________________________________________________________
Social Issue Research Paper 

________________________________________________________________
Who Cooked the Last Supper? (evaluation and analysis)

________________________________________________________________
 final – evaluation of your writing 
________________________________________________________________

English 1A Lencioni







Fall 2004
w/History 12
Forces of Change

Certainly things will change.  Keep this plan handy so we can modify it together.




The 10 grades I have planned are in bold; there may be others
Week 1





daily writing 
Tues Aug17 – What is the most important thing you know? The most important thing you’ve learned from your parents? “Go Home and Write a Page” hw: write “Page”, skim History text and Who Cooked 

Thurs Aug19 –In-class essay on learning and parents:  How I learned the most imp. thing I know (tell the stories)/ How people learn from their parents (use examples) hw: culture questions 
Week 2









Tues  Aug24 – partner exercise, work on intros and conclusions, outline and begin Culture essay. hw:  Culture draft due 8/31
Thu Aug26 – Discuss gram from pages, vocab from rdg;  compare intros, conclusions In-class essay enumerating leadership traits, comparing self to a leader.  hw:  finish Culture essay,
Week 3 (I have jury duty this week, so I’ll keep you posted)










Tues Aug31 – draft day (no typed draft, one grade penalty). – bring WR, gram from drafts hw: short essay - why I changed what I changed

1W1 in student lounge

Thu  Sept 2 –  share homework, cut up essay and reorganize hw: final draft of essay due Tuesday
(Lencioni out of town Friday)

Week 4










Mon Labor Day- no classes
Tues Sept7 Culture Essay due Begin Who cooked
Thurs  Sept9 –  cartoon assignment , in-class essay
Week 5










Tues Sept14 –Quaker reading, look at sentences (variety, power) choose one of three in-class essays. 



write why one of the three essays is best--support 


Discuss MLA Style (Chapter 6 in A  Writer’s Resource)



Thurs Sept16 – In-class essay on your own steps toward independence  
Week 6










Tues Sept21 – begin Historical Character research paper, What do you already know?


 Discuss thesis generation and original evidence gathering hw: abstract

 
MLA style documentation (how to look it up)  hw:  annotated bibliography due Thurs
Thurs Sept23 – annotated bibliography, work on outline hw: outline due Tuesday



hw: begin writing

Week 7
 Tues Sept28 – Venn diagram:  Compare Hero to self, develop outline


Comparison format, thesis.  Comparison essay example   


 


note to Lencioni:  Whitman (Lincoln 274), Kennedy (291) 



hw:  revised essay due Thursday

Thurs Sept 30 – typed draft due (no typed draft, one grade penalty) hw: revise 
Week 8

Tues Oct4 – Historical character research paper due 
1W1 in student lounge
Thurs Oct6 - in-class first person past tense “Day in History”, assign Day in Hist paper 
Week 9

Tues Oct12 - bring WR - grammar from essays, hw: Who Cooked reading notes (look for 


particularly strong or particularly outlandish statements
Thurs Oct14 – in-class essay start with a Who Cooked quote, research for Day in History


(Last day to drop is 10/15)
Week 10 


Tues Oct19 - typed draft of Day in History paper; hw all week:  Who Cooked reading notes
Thurs Oct21 - Day in History paper due, in-class: compare in-class to revised Day in Hist essay



Week 11


Tues Oct26 - Begin Election Research Paper (argue for a leader):  
Thurs Oct28 – Annotated Bibliography in lab.
Week 12


Tues Nov2 – Election research paper due, vote, discuss social issues in Who Cooked/History 


text/present


group activity on social issues 
Thurs Nov 3 – begin research paper: How Do Social Issues






affect the individual, culture and society?  Trace a social issue through history


1W1 in student lounge.  Devise interview/survey questions for Social Issue paper in lab



hw: conduct interviews/surveys by next Friday

Week 13

Tues 11/9 – discuss thesis, collaborative research groups compare bibliographies for Social Issue 


research paper, continue research, 



outline of Social Issue research paper due Thurs 

No classes Thursday (Veteran’s Day)

Week 14


in-class essay grade 

Tues 11/16
Thanksgiving memory different audiences

Thurs 11/18
In class: compare writing styles

Week 15
Tues 11/23 - Finish research portion of Social Issue paper, 



interviews and service due 11/29

No classes Thursday (Thanksgiving) finish Who Cooked
Week 16


Tues
typed draft of Social Issue research paper (including in-text citations and works cited page) due 


Tuesday (no draft-one grade penalty)

1W1 in student lounge

Thurs
Social Issue paper due (2 grades)
Week 17
bring all writing from the semester, dated, in order: self-evaluation


prepare for final   

Week 18
final: evaluation of Who Cooked


devise a thesis, refer to sources with correct MLA documentation: 

