                                  Syllabus

                  Environmental Horticulture                                                 

                                   EH 30
            Principals of Environmental Horticulture

David L. Smoljan Instructor

Residence: Phone 559-297-0916

Cell    559-917-2211

Course Description:

     Prerequisites: Basic skills advisory, eligibility for English 125, 126 and Math 101. 

      Fall semester:  Class is one period on Monday nights from 4:15 PM to 7:05 PM.

      The course receives 3 units of college semester credit.

Catalog  Description: 

     An introduction to ornamental plant identification, landscape maintenance, landscape design principles, and vegetable and ornamental plant care.   

Classroom is in the FCC Greenhouse classtoom.

Course Materials of Instruction:
     The text Book is Practical Horticulture by Laura Williams and Robert Rice Jr., 5th Edition. ISBN # 0-13-094634-6. Students will need a three ring binder & binder paper.

Important Dates:

     August  16  instruction begins at FCC Greenhouse.

     September 6 Labor Day

     September 17 is last day to change class from CR/NC grading basis.

     October 15 mid term report period. & last day to drop a class.

     November 11 Veterans Day

     November 15 Spring Registration begins.

     November 25-26 Thanksgiving Holiday.

     December 13 is final exam

Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism:

     In keeping with the philosophy that students are entitled to the best education available, and in compliance with Board Policy 5410, each student is expected to exert an entirely honest effort toward attainting an education. Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated and violation of this policy will result in disqualification from this course.


Methods  for Measuring Student Achievement & Determination of Grades:

       20 % Lab Exercises

       10% Field Trips

       25% Section Tests & Quizs

       25% Homework

       10% Written and Oral Presentation 

       10%  Community Service   

Attendance Policy

             Attendance is required since most of the learning occurs in a lecture/lab situation.

             Please notify the instructor in advance, if you are going to miss a class.

             Students are responsible for obtaining notes/information missed due to absence.

             Makeup work must be completed within 1 week of the missed class. 

             College policy dictates that an instructor should drop a student after two weeks of

             Consecutive absences. Three tardiest are equal to 1 absence.                             

             After the end of the 9th week of instruction, no withdrawals are permitted &

             the student must receive a letter grade.

Course Outline:

        A. Ornamental Plant Identification

1. Scientific names

2. Plant ID Keys

3. ID of ornamental Plants

  B. Landscape Design Principles

1. History

2. Principals of Design

3. Project

 C.  Landscape Maintenance

1. Soils

2. Watering/Irrigation

3. Planting & Transplanting

4. Staking/Guying

5. Fertilizing

6. Pruning

7. IPM

8. Insects, Diseases and Weed Control 

 D.  Turf grass

1. Selection

2. Installation

3. Maintenance

E.  Colorscaping

F.Basic Vegetable Gardening






Course Outcomes & Objectives






Upon completion of this course the student will be able to:

     Differentiate between various plant materials used in landscaping.

     Identify and use the various principals involved in landscape design and be able    

     Apply them to a landscape design project, while planning for beauty & function.

     Identify the practices of properly maintaining a landscape & be able to apply the  

     Skills to a project.

     Identify the proper practices for the culture of ornamental plants & to 

     Vegetables.

     Understand the selection of turf grass for various conditions and explain how to 

     Install and care for turf.

     Construct a basic plan for a colorscape.

     Understand the principals of IPM.

SCHEDULE: 

Date:                 

August 16          Lecture and discussion on History of Environmental Horticulture.

                           Lecture on Scientific names.

August 23         Taxonomic Keys and Lab on plant parts. Walk on campus.

August 30         Plant Physiology Lecture and Lab on Soil.

September 6     Holiday

September 13   Soils Lab & Fertilizers Lecture.

September 20   Test & Irrigation/Watering

September 27   Landscape Installation: Staking & guying and transplanting.

October 4 or 9  Field Trip to a nursery possibly HE on Shaw Ave.

October 11        Introduction to pruning, demonstration and lecture.        

October 18        Lab:Class to meet at a Tree Fresno site to prune.

October 25        IPM

November 1      Turf grass

November 8      Test & Basic Vegetable gardening and planning.

November 14    Landscape Design Principles lecture and lab

November 22    Design lecture & Lab: Problem solving, colorscaping & planning.

November 29    Plants used in the landscape, their identification and use.

December 6      Visit to Reedley College

December 13    Final  

