Child Development 37B – Fall 2004

Early Childhood Programs and Practices
Instructor Information:

Sallie Turpen

Office: Business 47

Phone: 638-3641 ext. 3410

E-Mail: sallie.turpen@reedleycollege.edu

Office Hours: Wed. 1-2, Thurs. 4-5, & Fri. 11-12

Course Description:
This course will examine the principles and practices of early care and education programs with emphasis on the project approach to curriculum planning. Students will gain supervised teaching experience, applying theory and techniques in a lab school setting or early childhood program with a mentor teacher or at an approved site.

Course Objectives:

A. Plan implement and evaluate daily curriculum plans that include culturally relevant and anti-bias learning experiences in the practicum classroom.

B. Plan, implement, document and evaluate an in-depth research project in the practicum classroom.

C. Analyze challenging behaviors and develop appropriate intervention. 

D. Identify sensitive issues which confront young children and apply appropriate supportive strategies.

E. Develop appropriate strategies for full inclusion of the child in the classroom. 

F. Work effectively as a member of a teaching team.

Textbooks:

1) Young Investigator: The Project Approach in the Early Years, Helm and Katz, Teacher’s College Press, N.Y., 2001.

2) The Portfolio Book; A Step-by-Step Guide for Teachers, Shores and Grace, Gryphon House, MD., 1998.
The course textbooks relate directly to the course assignments.  Much of your success will depend on your reading and understanding the material.  They are aimed at helping you pull and use the key points completing your assignments. 

TB Clearance:

· All students must show documentation of a current TB clearance before entering the lab school.  These are available free of charge at the Reedley College nurses office.

Practicum/Lab Requirement:

1) This course requires full participation in practicum and satisfactory evaluation of practicum performance.  Four hour weekly of lab, for sixteen weeks, for a total of 72 hours. Lab hours will be arranged individually through the instructor.  Practicum is preferably completed in two-2 hour blocks weekly, but one four hour block is acceptable.  Practicum hours which occur on Reedley College holiday do not need to be made up.                 -1-
2) Students are to sign a contract with their Mentor Teacher.  This contract dictates your scheduled lab time.  Students may not deviate from the hours on the contract without permission from the lab director. 
3) Students must submit written proof of completion of lab hours.
4) Timecard hours are to be totaled and signed off by the Mentor Teacher. The completed time card is to be turned in to Mrs. Turpen, on or before the day of the final.
5) A minimum for 64 hours of practicum must be completed in order to receive course credit.  Students with 71-64 hours will have their class grade dropped 1 letter grade. The above does not apply to practicum hours missed which occur on Reedley College holiday.

Assignments & Points:

40 Pts = 2 Circle Time Activities (Planning Sheet - bluff) 

40 Pts = 2 Small Group Indoor Activities (Activity Plan Form - yellow)

40 Pts = 2 Small Group Outdoor Activities (Activity Plan Form - green)

30 Pts = Group Dramatic Play Activity (Dramatic Play Form - blue)

75 Pts = Portfolio Assessment (ivory)

    130 Pts= In- Depth Investigation with Children – 130 Points (white)

   5-10 Pts= In Class Assignments 

      30 Pts= Competency Checklist & Self Evaluation

Grading Scale:

90 - 100% of total points  = A



80 -   89%

         = B



70 -   79%

         = C



60 -   69%

         = D



59% and below                 = F

**Plus completion of lab hours**

Class Policies:
1. Student Responsibility

a. Attendance

1. If you are not here when roll is taken – you are tardy or absent.

2. If you miss three (3) or more lecture hours, the instructor may drop you.

3. If you cannot attend class, students are advised to have another student in the class pick up handouts and share notes, etc.

4. Attending class is for registered students only. 
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b. Dropping class

1. It is ultimately the student’s responsibility to drop a class they no longer intend to participate in, to avoid receiving an “F” grade.

c. Academic success

1. In order to succeed at the highest level in college, be sure to utilize the Reedley College services that are available.

a) Tutorial

b) Disable Students Services

c) Computer Lab

d) Library

e) Counseling

d. Accommodation for student with disabilities

1. If you have any special needs as addressed by the American with 

Disabilities (ADA) act including alternate media requests, please notify your course instructor immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.

e. Respect

1. Students are expected to manage their schedule and arrive on time.

2. If you need to leave early, notify the instructor ahead of time.

3. Because of the large student load, it is helpful to have important questions or comments submitted in writing.  A sticky note works well.

4. Instructor set-up time - 10 minutes prior to class beginning is the instructors set up time, therefore individual questions would be better addressed during office hours.

5. Instructor schedule – the instructor may not be able to stay after class on certain days.  Please respect the instructors teaching schedule and see me during office hours.  

a) I have an open door policy during office hours.  If I am on the phone or with another student, please wait patiently.

6. If you would like a copy of something, allow 2-5 days for processing.

7. Please turn off cell phones and pagers during class time.

8. TIMING IS EVERYTHING – use common sense and consideration.
2. Class work
1. Assignments are to be turned in on time.  Students are allowed one late assignment.  

A. It is best to turn in the assignment directly to the instructor on the day it is due.  Assignments have been lost when a student tries to give it to someone else to turn in for them.  An acceptable alternate method to turn in assignments is at the Reedley College switchboard.  Make sure they stamp the date on it, and they will route it to me.  If you fail to turn the assignment in during class, I cannot accept 
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papers without a date stamped on it.  Students may not enter the 

faculty mailbox area to turn in assignments.    Anything not turned in during class is done at the risk of the student.  Be sure to keep a copy of everything you turn in. 

2. Student Name – first and last name are required on all written work to receive credit.

3. Written assignments – all written assignments must be typed.

4. Exams:  students are responsible for erasures on scantron type exams.

5. Final:  There are no make-ups on missed finals.

6. Cheating: Students are expected to conduct themselves according to the Student Conduct Standards.  Cause for discipline include, but are not limited to:

A. Dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, or furnishing false information to the college.

B. Threat of physical abuse, on or off college property, of the person or property of any member of the college community or of members of his/her family. 

7. Plastic folders for written work, make it hard for the instructor to grade the paper and make comments.  Please avoid using this type of device.  However, plastic folders are fine for samples of a child’s artwork.

8. All projects, tests and papers will be returned during class time.  If you are absent when they are returned, please pick them up in my office.  Items not picked up by the end of the semester (finals week), will be disposed of.

9. Final Week Schedule – each student is responsible for reading the class schedule and making arrangements to be to the final at the scheduled time. 

3.   Grades

a. Grades are confidential.  I would be happy to discuss grades during office

hours.  Discussion of grades cannot take place in the classroom, while other students are present. 

b. If  the instructor has calculated an in progress grade for you during the

semester, remember, this is “IN PROGRESS”, and the final grade may not be the same as the “IN PROGRESS” grade, should the student fail to complete the remainder of assignments with the same level of quality.

c. Always talk to the teacher of record for anything pertaining to this class. 

d. Finals week is too late to notify the instructor of problems.  Be sure to talk to the instructor early in the semester, when something can be done.

4.   When in class all cell phones and other electronic devices must be 

       turned off. 
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