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Child Development 49 – Behavior Management

Fall, 2004

Instructor:  Michelle Meredith



           Thursdays

Email address:  miche11emeredith@aol.com

     6:00-7:50 p.m.

Section:  
76635



                     Kingsburg High School
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Course Description

This course explores effective strategies for guiding children’s behavior.  Establishing a pro-social environment, developing positive relationships, and maintaining a healthy schedule will be emphasized. Attention will be given to guidelines for discussion of behavioral issues of concern, the teacher’s role in supporting children through emotional difficulties, and the needs of children at risk.
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Course Objectives

· Gain insight into behavioral theory and how it has evolved over the years

· Identify major factors affecting different types of behavior

· Demonstrate skills of critical observation of children, applying knowledge of theory and methods of guidance in a classroom setting

· Recognize techniques and strategies for promoting prosocial behaviors in young children

· Recognize the role preventative strategies play in classroom management

· Understand the importance of problem-solving with children
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If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) including alternate media requests, please notify your course instructor immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.
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TEXTBOOK AND MATERIALS

1. Textbook:  Positive Child Guidance by Darla Ferris Miller.
2. Supplemental materials:
· All reading handouts will be provided by the instructor.
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If you need help with your writing, be sure to utilize the Reedley College writing lab.  Write a first draft, and take it to the lab with you, then rewrite the paper and turn it in on time.  Be sure you allow yourself enough time to do this.
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The course schedule outlined is subject to change without notification to the student, dependent upon the instructor’s evaluation of the progress of the whole class.  Should the instructor alter the lecture schedule, students will not be held accountable for material in time frames not covered by the lecture.
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It is the responsibility of the student to attend class, obtain any missed assignments or lecture notes, prepare for class sessions, prepare assignments, and turn in assignments.

COURSE SCHEDULE

	Thursday, August 19
	Course Overview
	

	Thursday, August 26
	Introduction to Child Guidance
	Chapter 1

	Thursday, September 2
	Understanding Children’s Behavior
	Chapter 2

	Thursday, September 9
	Fieldwork 
	Observation Day 

	Thursday, September 16
	Understanding the Reasons for Problem Behavior
	Chapter 3

	Thursday, September 23
	Guidelines for Effective Guidance
	Chapter 4

	Thursday, September 30
	Planning the Prosocial Environment
	Chapter 5

	Thursday, October 7
	Positive Communication
	Chapter 6

	Thursday, October 14
	Fieldwork
	Observation Day

	Thursday, October 21
	Positive Action
	Chapter 7

	Thursday, October 29
	Addressing Persistent, Unproductive Patterns of Behavior
	Chapter 8

	Thursday, November 4
	Taking a New Look at Children
	Chapter 9

	Thursday, November 11
	Veteran’s Day Holiday
	No class scheduled

	Thursday, November 18
	Serving Diverse Children and Families
	Chapter 10

	Thursday, November 25
	Thanksgiving Holiday
	No class scheduled

	Thursday, December 2
	Catch Up Day
	

	Thursday, December 9
	Fieldwork
	Observation Day

	Thursday, December 16
	Final
	No Final Exam


Final semester grades will be translated into percentages of 100% possible.  

I am ideologically opposed to extra credit.  I am not even sure what it is.  So the answer is, and always will be, NO.  Grades will be assigned as follows:       A = 90-100%,      B = 80-89%,     C = 70-79%



D = 60-69%,        F = 59% and below

The instructor’s expectations are described in the Assignment Descriptions below:  
Assignment #1:  Positive Guidance Technique Scenarios  The purpose of this assignment is to apply concepts used in the course to children’s behavior, emphasizing a pro-social environment.  (Refer to Chapter 4-8 and all class notes).  The student will turn in three separate paragraphs, each paragraph describing and using one of the different techniques suggested in chapters 4-8 of Miller's book. Please follow criteria listed below for a total of 15 points. (A paragraph is defined as at least 5 sentences).   This assignment is due Thursday, December 2nd.  Each scenario is worth 10 points, for a total of 30 points for the assignment.
Criteria: 

· All scenarios are set in real-life situations using hypothetical names and stating the ages of the children described.

· No technique scenario can be taken exactly from the text or from this syllabus.
· Please change the situation, age(s) and names of child(ren).All techniques are taken from chapter 3,5,6,8 or any class notes.

· Techniques must all be different (do not use any technique more than once)

· Techniques must be described and carried out appropriately for the children’s age level stated.

· Technique is appropriately described according to suggestions given by author and instructor.

· Technique must be stated at the end of each scenario (including page number)

Example: Technique Scenario

Scenario 1: Mary (age 4) and Sue (age 3) are coloring. Sue wants a red crayon. She tell the teacher she needs a red crayon. Teacher turns to Sue and Says, " Sue ask Mary for the crayon. She has a big box of them."

Technique 1: "Facilitate child-to-child communication" (p. 204).

Assignment #2:  Child Behavioral Observations:  The purpose of this assignment is to obtain experience observing behavioral interactions between children, reflect on observations using the concepts from the course, and analyze what is observed.  Three class sessions are allowed for these observations.  Each observation must be a minimum of 60 minutes, and must occur in a different environment.  No environment may be utilized more than once, and the student’s personal environment (including home, work, family member’s homes, church, social occasions, etc.) may be used.  Suggestions for observations include but are not limited to:  malls, playgrounds, restaurants, stores, and parks.  This assignment is due Thursday, December 16th and is worth 30 points.
Criteria:

· A minimum of 3 observations are required. 
· Each observation must be typed, and must include a minimum of 3 paragraphs of observation.  (Paragraphs are at least 5 sentences long).
· Avoid all judgments and biased statements in first three paragraphs.  Just describe objectively what you observed.
· The observation must also include a minimum of one paragraph of your reaction to your observations.  Here is where you do not have to be objective.  Describe what you think and feel about what you observed.
· State the estimated age(s) of the children you observe, and their interactions with each other and with adults.
· State the environment where you observed, the time of day you began and ended, and any description of the environment necessary for the reader to understand where you are.
Assignment #3:  Environmental Checklist:  The purpose of this assignment is to apply prosocial concepts to real-life situations by determining influences in the environment that may be causing undue stress or confusion, and contributing to behavioral issues, for the young child.  Refer to pages 142-144, 287, and 285 in your textbook and class notes for examples of a developmentally appropriate environment.   Use this information to create an Environmental Checklist of at least 20 environmental examples related to guidance.  (See some examples below).   This assignment is due on Thursday, October 21st and is worth 40 points.
Criteria:

· examples must be related to behavior and discipline.  AVOID safety and health checklist items.
· A minimum of 20 items must be on your checklist.
· The checklist must include at least 10 suggestions from Miller's text.
Sample: (do not use the following on your checklist) 

	 Are children using conflict resolution?
	 Yes No Sometimes

	 Child is able to retreat to a refrig. box to get away from peers
	Yes No Sometimes

	 Water table is out to help child relax
	 Yes No Sometimes


4. In-class Assignments:  Small-group and individual in-class activities will be provided each week during the semester to promote application of the material learned.  A written or oral report will be submitted prior to leaving class each day, and points from 0-5 will be assigned for each activity.  There are no make-ups for these activities, and as they constitute a large percentage of the semester grade, missing class frequently will significantly impact your grade
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CLASS POLICIES

· Late assignments are not accepted.  Assignments can be turned into my mailbox at the switchboard prior to class if an emergency prevents your attendance at class.

· Written work must be typed, with the student’s name on it.

· Attending class is for registered students only.

· Cell phones and pagers must be turned off or to vibrate.  They may not be answered in class and doing so will cause you to lose any assignment points for that class period.  Please go outside.

· Students are responsible for dropping the course, or contacting the instructor if an emergency prevents you from completing the course and you would like to make alternative arrangements.  

· Students are expected to conduct themselves according to the Student Conduct Standards.  Cause for Discipline include but are not limited to:  1) Dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, or furnishing false information to the College; 2) Threat of physical abuse, on or off College Property, of the person or property of any member of the college community or his/her family.

· In-progress grades are not the final semester grade.

