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Child Development 32 – Early Intervention

Fall, 2004

Instructor:  Michelle Meredith



Mondays

Email address:  miche11emeredith@aol.com

6:00-7:50 p.m.

Section:  
52444





          SOC 36 


I have learned silence from the talkative, toleration from the intolerant, and kindness from the unkind; yet, strange, I am ungrateful to these teachers. ----

Kahlil Gibran
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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will provide an introduction to the study of Early Childhood Special Education and the rationale for early intervention for infants and preschoolers with handicapping conditions.    Innovative approaches in programming will be examined.
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COURSE OBJECTIVES

· Students will gain insight into the history of the discipline and how it has evolved over the years.

· Students will recognize the viewpoints on which a rationale for early intervention is based.

· Students will identify major factors contributing to handicapping conditions.

· Students will demonstrate skills of critical observation of young children, applying knowledge of trends, theories, and philosophies in understanding children.

· Students will write analytically and critically in one research paper.
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If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) including alternate media requests, please notify your course instructor immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.
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TEXTBOOK AND MATERIALS

Textbook:  Young Children with Special Needs - Davis

Supplemental materials:  

1. The instructor will provide class handouts assigned as reading.

2. Each student will need to make a copy of their disability paper for each member of the course.

3. Each student will need to make 15 copies of the last page of this syllabus to complete the Dictionary of EI assignment.
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If you need help with your writing, be sure to utilize the Reedley College writing lab.  Write a first draft, and take it to the lab with you, then rewrite the paper and turn it in on time.  Be sure you allow yourself enough time to do this.
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The course schedule outlined is subject to change without notification to the student, dependent upon the instructor’s evaluation of the progress of the whole class.  Should the instructor alter the lecture schedule, students will not be held accountable for material in time frames not covered by the lecture.
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It is the responsibility of the student to attend class, obtain any missed assignments or lecture notes, prepare for class sessions, prepare assignments, and turn in assignments.

COURSE SCHEDULE
	Monday, August 16
	Course Overview
	

	Monday, August 23
	Historical Devel’mt of EI
	Chapter 1

	Monday, August 30
	DAP
	Chapter 2

	Monday, September 6
	Labor Day Holiday
	No class!

	Monday, September 13
	DAP w/ Special Needs Children
	Chapter 3

	Monday, September 20
	DAP and Curriculum
	Chapter 4

	Monday, September 27
	Individualized Needs & Plans
	Chapter 5

	Monday, October 4
	Learning Environments
	Chapter 6

	Monday, October 11
	Materials & Learning Centers
	Chapter 7

	Monday, October 18
	Behavior & Change
	Chapter 8

	Monday, October 25
	Evaluating Progress
	Chapter 9

	Monday, November 1
	Handicapping Conditions
	Handouts

	Monday, November 8
	Handicapping Conditions
	Handouts

	Monday, November 15
	Handicapping Conditions
	Handouts

	Monday, November 22
	Handicapping Conditions
	Handouts

	Monday, November 29
	Handicapping Conditions
	Handouts

	Monday, December 6
	Handicapping Conditions
	Handouts

	Monday, December 13
	Final
	No Final Exam


Final semester grades will be translated into percentages of 100% possible.  

I am ideologically opposed to extra credit.  I am not even sure what it is.  So the answer is, and always will be, NO.  Grades will be assigned as follows:

A = 90-100%



B = 80-89%



C = 70-79%



D = 60-69%



F = 59% and below

The instructor’s expectations are described in the Assignment Descriptions below:  

1. Dictionary of Early Intervention (EI):  The purpose of this assignment is to facilitate understanding of key EI terms.  Each student will be assigned one word a week, X15 weeks, to define.  Definitions must be complete and cite at least 2 references, including the page number or web site address.  The entire dictionary, totaling all 15 words, is due on Monday, December 6, 2004.  The format is attached to this syllabus.  A cover page with your name, course number and the date should be attached.  Please attach all 15 typed pages together with a staple and not in a folder.  Each definition is worth 5 points, for a total of 75 points for the project.

2. Disability Paper:  The purpose of this assignment is to extend knowledge of factors which cause or place young children at risk for a developmental delay or disability, and to provide an opportunity to gather and synthesize information.  A list of factors will be provided in class on Monday, August 23, 2004.  The paper is due on Monday, November 1st. The assignment is worth 50 points.    The format is as follows:

a. 3 pages, typed

b. Page 1:  cover page with name, course information and date.

c. Page 2:  bulleted information including:

1. distinguishing physical and developmental characteristics

2. incidence and prevalence

3. diagnosis and prognosis

4. specialized evaluation and assessment 

5. specialized intervention and treatment

6. family issues

7. social support contacts

8. any relevant information

d. Page 3:  references – a minimum of 3 references, including page numbers and website information.  At least one of the references must not be a website.

3.  Class Presentation:   The purpose of this assignment is to develop a resource manual of factors that contribute to developmental delay or disability.  Each student will prepare and present a 15 minute presentation highlighting the information from his/her Disability Paper assignment.  Handouts must be provided to each member of the class.  It is acceptable to make copies of the paper itself.  The presentation may include other activities and should not be merely read from the paper.  This assignment is due Monday, November 1st and is worth 50 points.  All presentations will not heard on this day, due to time constraints.  However, all students must be prepared to present their information.  
4.   In-class Assignments:  Small-group and individual in-class activities will be provided each week during the semester to promote application of the material learned.  A written or oral report will be submitted prior to leaving class each day, and points from 0-5 will be assigned for each activity.  There are no make-ups for these activities, and as they constitute a large percentage of the semester grade, missing class frequently will significantly impact your grade
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CLASS POLICIES

· Late assignments are not accepted.  Assignments can be turned into my mailbox at the switchboard prior to class if an emergency prevents your attendance at class.

· Written work must be typed, with the student’s name on it.

· Attending class is for registered students only.

· Cell phones and pagers must be turned off or to vibrate.  They may not be answered in class and doing so will cause you to lose any assignment points for that class period.  Please go outside.

· Students are responsible for dropping the course, or contacting the instructor if an emergency prevents you from completing the course and you would like to make alternative arrangements.  

· Students are expected to conduct themselves according to the Student Conduct Standards.  Cause for Discipline include but are not limited to:  1) Dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, or furnishing false information to the College; 2) Threat of physical abuse, on or off College Property, of the person or property of any member of the college community or his/her family.

· In-progress grades are not the final semester grade.
Dictionary of Early Intervention 

Page #_____of  15

1. Word:

2. Definition:

3. Sources:

