CRIMINAL JUSTICE

	COURSE:                    CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION
INSTRUCTOR:           Ray Clarkson

OFFICE:                       FEM 1A

PHONE:                         559 638-3641 ext. 3263  (voice mail)

EMAIL:                         elray.Clarkson@scccd.com
CLASS:                          MWF 10:00 to 10:50 a.m.

DROP DATE:                October 15, 2004 


COURSE DESCRIPTION

Fundamentals of investigation; techniques of crime scene search and recording; collection and preservation of physical evidence; modus operandi processes; sources of information; follow-up and background investigation and surveillance; special sections on death investigation and fingerprint classification.

PROGRAM OUTCOME

The community college affords the appropriate academic environment for the student to concentrate on an in-depth study of the fundamentals of criminal investigation.  Surveys of law enforcement academy programs show that recruits get only a limited exposure to the concepts of criminal investigation.  Since a majority of law enforcement functions revolve around the investigative function, a person is not prepared to conduct an effective investigation unless the fundamental concepts of an investigation are properly executed.  Lost cases and embarrassing situations arising from field operations can usually be traced to incomplete or improper actions during an investigation.  All criminal justice personnel should be educated in the ethics and legalities of proper investigative techniques.

GRADING

There will be an announced date for each written test given.  There will be a test for each unit of the course.  There will be occasional unannounced quizzes.  There will be a final examination as scheduled during finals week.  The final examination will be worth one fourth of the total grade points for the semester.

The final grade will be calculated according to the total points earned for the semester by the following percentage scale:

90% = A

80% = B

70% = C

60% = D

59 and below = F

The following is a list of projects for which credit may be earned:

· Crime Scene Sketching

· Fingerprint Classification

· Sources of Information

· Surveillance and Undercover Techniques

· Physical Evidence

The number of projects assigned for any given semester will be determined by the rate of progress of the class.

COURSE CONTENT

I. Overview and Purpose

II. Characteristics of Investigators

III. Notes and Reports

IV. The Crime Scene

V. Crime Scene Sketching

VI. Fingerprint Classification

VII. Sources of Information

VIII. Surveillance

IX. Selected Crimes

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Attendance is vital.  Much of the material upon which you will be tested will be given in classroom lecture, demonstrations and projects.  Missing one or two assignments could severely affect your grade negatively.  Tardiness is another way in which vital information will be missed.  If a project is missed it cannot be made up.

Only verifiable court appearances, jury duty, or verifiable medical reasons will qualify a student for make-up quizzes and tests.

Any behavior or activity that interferes with the orderly function of the class will not be tolerated.

Guests are not allowed.

Cheating and plagiarism is illegal and will not be tolerated.  It is also easily detected.

