SYLLABUS
Ray Clarkson

Phone:  638-3641, ext. 3263

E-mail: eclarkson@scccd.com
INTRODUCTION TO CRIMINAL JUSTICE

MWF 8-8:50 a.m.

Text:
Introduction to Criminal Justice (3rd) by Cliff Roberson

Last Day to drop this course:  October 15 (end of 9th week)

Attendance

Attendance will be recorded on a daily basis.  If a student arrives to the class after roll has been taken, the student must notify the instructor at the end of the class session.  If a student misses six consecutive class meetings without notifying the instructor, the student will be dropped from the class.  Arrive on time.  Students are required to be in their seats ready to begin the class when the class begins.  Two tardies will be considered the equivalent of one unexcused absence.

Exams

An examination will be given at the end of each unit.  There will be occasional un-announced quizzes.
Final exam … To be announced.

Missed exams

Missed exams may be made up with excused absences.  It will be the responsibility of the student to contact the instructor prior to the next class meeting to arrange for the make-up.  Failure to do so will result in the student receiving a zero for that particular exam.

Extra credit

Extra credit of up to one hundred points may be earned by participation in a ride-a-long program.  The student may contact the instructor for approval and instructions about the program.

Grading Policy

Grades earned in this course will be computed as follows:


Total Points Accumulated:


90% = A


80% = B


70% = C


60% = D


59% = F

Course Objectives

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to demonstrate a knowledge of the evolution of the Criminal Justice System of the United States of America.  They will develop an awareness of the objectives of the system, including an awareness of relevant social issues pertaining to it and the inherent crime problems within our society.  They will also gain an understanding of the role expectations of criminal justice personnel and the demands and requirements of the different career options within the justice system.  The student will gain an appreciation for the need of a well-organized Criminal Justice System, and the need of a highly educated and trained body of professionals to work within the Criminal Justice System.

Course Description

The history and philosophy of Criminal Justice as it has evolved throughout the world.  An in-depth study of the American Criminal Justice System, its role concepts, expectations, and the interaction of the sub-systems within it.  An introduction to crime causation, punishment and rehabilitation, victimization, ethics, and education and training for professionalism within the Criminal Justice System.

COURSE OUTLINE

1. Overview of the system
2. Explanation of crime causation

3. Scope of the problem

4. Law Enforcement in America

a.
Historical Development

b.
Organization and Operations

c.
Critical Issues

5. The Court System

a. Structure and Role

b. Process and Procedure

c. Sentencing

6. Corrections

a. Correctional Philosophy

b. Structure and Purpose

c. Prison Systems

7. Special Topics

a. Victimology

b. Future Trends in Criminal Justice
