
Biology 4A-Spicci 
Fall 2004
quizzler2@scccd.org 
http://bryonspicci.tripod.com
Course Syllabus
Prerequisites: English 25 and/or 26; Math 1
Office Hour: by appointment, voice mail #3926

Course Objectives:

A.  To gain an understanding of basic biological terms and principles.

B.  To study the structure and function of various life forms.

C.  To become aware of the diversity of life and become familiar with hierarchical schemes of biological organization and taxonomy.

D.  To be able to recognize and identify different plants through the use of lab specimens, lab color plates, slides, overheads, etc

E.  To perform lab basic hands-on experiments in lab to increase your understanding of plant life.

Days and Time Course Meets:
1. Section #55539 meets Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:00-2:50 for lecture in LFS 17 and Wednesday’s in LFS 11 from 2:00-4:50 pm for lab.
2. Section #55003 meets Tuesday and Thursday 6:00 – 8:15 pm in LFS 11 for lecture and lab.
Required Materials:

Textbook- “INTRODUCTORY PLANT BIOLOGY,” Stern, 2003.  Lab Manuals- “KRCC Plant Biology” by S.A. Foletta, 1999 and “Botany Coloring Book” by Paul Young, 1982.  You will need to purchase 3 Scan Tron Forms 882 for the two lecture exams and the comprehensive final examination given during finals week, and 6  Scan Tron 889-E forms for the lecture quizzes.  You will also need a set of colored pencils, and a calculator for lab.  Lab supplies will be made available for each lab exercise, but a fee will be charged for lost or broken materials.

Attendance is MANDATORY.  You will be dropped from the course if you miss more then two weeks of class.  You are expected to attend all lecture and lab sessions in order to receive a passing grade for this course.  In the event that you are absent please leave a message on my voice mail (638-3641 ext. 3926) or email me at quizzler2@scccd.org .

Tentative Course Outline
	Dates
	Lecture
	Lab

	8/19 - 8/21
	Chap. 1
	1

	8/26-8/28
	Chap. 2 
	2

	9/2-9/4
	Chapters 3, 
	3

	9/9-9/11
	Chapters 4, 5  
	4

	9/16-9/18
	Chapters 6, 7
	5

	9/23-9/25
	Lecture Test 1 
	Lab Test 1

	9/30-10/2
	Chapters 9, 11
	6

	10/7-10/9
	Chapter 10
	7

	10/14-10/16
	Chapters 12, 13 
	8

	10/21-10/23
	Chapters 16, 17
	9

	10/28-10/30
	Chapters 18-19
	10

	11/4-11/6
	Lecture Test 2 
	Lab Test 2

	11/12-11/13
	Chapters 20-21
	11

	11/18-11/20
	Chapter 22
	12

	11/25
	Chapters 8, 23, 
	No Lab

	12/2-12/4
	Chapter 24 
	Lab 13/14

	12/9-12/11
	Chapters 25- 26
	

	12/15 (55539)
12/16 (55003)
	Final Lecture Test (Comprehensive)
	No Lab


Grading
Lecture
Totals
Two Lecture Midterm Exams (150 points each).
300 pts

Six Lecture Quizzes (25 Points each).
150 pts

One comprehensive Final examination
300 pts
Lecture will contribute 750 points of your course score.

Quizzes will be given in lecture at the end of each section.  Expect one at any time.  They may or may not be announced.  There will be no make-ups on quizzes, due to the fact that your two lowest scores will be dropped automatically.
Lab
Totals

Three lab exams (100 points each).
300 pts

Fourteen Lab Reports (10 points each).
140 pts

Lab will contribute 440 points towards your course score.

There are a total of 1190 points possible to be earned during the course.  Grades will be determined by the total amount of points earned: 1071-1190 = A, 952-1070 = B, 773-951= C, 654-950 = D, 0-653 = F.

The instructor reserves the right to modify the above grading scheme if circumstances warrant so.

Attendance Policy:

A.  Excessive absences will cause you to be dropped, if dropped no reinstatement.

B. NO MAKE-UPS ON TESTS!  I do not like to have to give a make up, if I have to due to extenuating circumstances then it will be an all essay examination which will be much more difficult then the regular exam.
Do not be afraid to seek help if you are having problems.  I am more then willing to work with you outside of class time if needed.  Furthermore, do not be afraid of asking questions.  The only stupid question is the one that is never asked.
Extra Credit Assignments:
There will be an approximate total of 52 points of extra credit possible.  Ten points may be earned by bringing in plant specimens to the flowers and fruit lab at the end of the semester.  Your instructor will give directions concerning this assignment later in the semester.  Approximately an additional 42 points may be earned by regular classroom attendance.  By being present when attendance is taken you will earn 3 points per class period.  Points for attendance will not be given on days that you have a lecture quiz or an examination scheduled.  Attendance may be taken at the beginning, during, or at the end of class, if you are not present when attendance is taken then you will not receive the “3” points for attendance on that day.  Also you will not receive these extra credit points if you come to class late after the attendance has been taken.  Do not ask for any additional extra credit beyond that which is already offered in the course.
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