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Linguistics 11: Introduction to Language

MWF, 10:00a.m.—11:00a.m. 
Instructor:
Michael Don Anderson
Email/Phone:
linguist@psnw.com PHONE TBA
Office Hours:
By appointment only
Description:


An introduction to: the nature, structure, acquisition and biology of human language; the nature of linguistic diversity; the relationship between linguistic structure and literacy development. Most of the language data considered will be drawn from languages commonly spoken in the Central Valley.  Not intended for linguistic majors.
What you need to purchase for this class:

· Textbook (available at Bookstore)
Justice, Paul. 2001. Relevant Linguistics. CSLI Publications.
· 3 bluebooks (for exams) and 10 small blue scantron quiz forms (also available at Bookstore)
Requirements:

· Quizzes = 100 points (10 quizzes x 10 pts ea.)
· In-Class Exercises = 30 points
· 3 Exams @ 30 points each = 90 points

· Semester Project = 80 points
300 points possible






(no extra credit)
How course grades are determined:
300 through 270 
= A
269 through 240 
= B

239 through 200 
= C

199 through 160 
= D
159 and below
   
= F

There is a 3 point margin of error in your favor. 3 points will be lost for every class missed after the first.
Keep all of your graded assignments and be sure to keep track of your points throughout the course.  Come and see me to discuss any grading issues and to check up on your points and progress throughout the semester.
Quizzes:


The quizzes consist of multiple choice questions. The quizzes are closed book & closed notes.  Each quiz is administered during the first 15 minutes of the class meeting in which it is scheduled. No extra time will be given for late arrivals to quizzes. No make-ups without documented medical, psychological or legal grounds.  No make-ups after 1 week from the quiz date.
In-class exercises:

The in-class exercises give you the opportunity to apply the concepts discussed in class to real language data. To get points for in-class exercises, regular attendance and participation is important, as these exercises will be unannounced. No make-ups for in-class exercises.

Exams:

You will have 3 in-class exams. The exams are closed book and closed notes.  These exams will involve problem solving and essay writing.  Bring a bluebook to each exam. Please note: no extra time will be given for late arrivals to exams; no make-ups without documented medical, psychological or legal grounds. No make-ups after 1 week from the exam date (Exams 1 & 2).  No make-ups for the final exam (Exam 3).
Semester Project:

The semester project will require you to collect, analyze and discuss some body of language data.  The project will be broken down as follows, each portion due at different points in the semester: language data sample; phonetic transcription of data; morphological analysis. No points for late submissions.
Absences:
If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to get the notes from a classmate and to check on announcements made while you were absent. Because attending class is crucial to best learning, the following point reduction will be enforced: 3 points will be lost from your grade for every unexcused absence after the first unexcused absence.
Students with Disabilities:

Students with physical or learning disabilities should identify themselves to the university and me so that reasonable accommodations can be made for learning and evaluation in the course. 

Academic Integrity:

Cheating and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. If an academic dishonesty issue should arise, I will enforce the university’s policy on this very serious matter.  For information on the university’s policy regarding academic dishonesty, refer to the Schedule of Courses (“Legal Notices on Cheating and Plagiarism”) and the University Catalog (“Policies and Regulations”). Please be aware that penalties for academic dishonesty range from a 0 or F on an assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the university.

Disclaimer:

The syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.

((
I hope you find this course informative, interesting, and challenging. I encourage you to ask questions in class and to come to office hours or make an appointment to discuss the course material. You may contact me by email and/or by phone.

Schedule

[Quizzes, project submissions, and exams (except the final) will fall on Fridays, unless announced otherwise]
[Reading assignments will be announced in class.  
week

topic







quiz/exam/project 
1

Introduction







2

Consonants






quiz 
3

Consonants/Vowels





quiz; Project-submit data sample
4

Vowels







quiz

5

Syllables






Exam 1
6

Syllables






quiz
7

Morphemes






Project-part II due
8

Word Formation Processes




quiz 
9

Word Formation Processes




quiz


10

Morphophonology





Exam 2
11

Morphophonology





quiz
12

Syntactic Categories




quiz; Project-part III due 

13

Phrase Structure





quiz
14

Phrase Structure





quiz
15

Syntactic Variation/Typology


Consultation Days: xxxx
16

Exam 3 (final): xxxx
Holidays: xxxx
