English 262 — Reading Improvement — Fall 2003

Reedley College

Syllabus

Instructor:

Kathryn Seitz

Schedule #5 1208

2:00 p.m. — 2:50 p.m.

MW-POR2

T-AGR I

ThF—FRM 10

Office Hours by Appointment

Dates to Remember

Aug. 18 — Dec. 19 — Fall Schedule

Sept. 1 — Labor Day Holiday

Oct. 17 — Mid-term report period

Oct. 17 — Last day to drop this class

Nov. 11 — Veterans’ Day Holiday

Nov. 27-29 — Thanksgiving Day Holidays

Dec. 15-19 — Final Exam Week

Dec. 17 — Final Exam — 1:00-3:00 p.m. (POR2)

Texts/Supplies:

Ten Steps to Building College Reading Skills (third edition), John Langan.

Dictionary:
Any good comprehensive modern English dictionary such as Webster ‘s New World Dictionary.

Thesaurus (recommended): Such as Roget ‘s Thesaurus (available in paperback).

Three-ring binder (dividers recommended) for class notes, handouts and materials.

Floppy computer disk for computer reading lab.

Notebook for journaling.

Portfolio

Course Objectives:

This course is designed to help you understand the reading process as well as help you develop reading skills that will enable you to deal with college level reading material. In addition, a major goal of this course is to develop a strong interest in reading and recognition of its importance in daily life. The emphasis will be on vocabulary development and aspects of comprehension such as context, main ideas, supporting details, summarizing, inferences, relationships of ideas, and comparison/contrast. Weekly written responses to reading material will be a vital part of this course; these will demonstrate in-depth understanding and application of material being studied. Study skills will be developed.
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Grading and Credit:

English 262 is a four-unit course graded only on a CRINC basis. A credit grade is the

equivalent of an A, B, or C grade. A grade equivalent of D or F will result in a no credit

(NC) grade. A total of 1000 points is possible for the semester.

Tests and quizzes — 300 points possible

Weekly written responses to reading material — 400 points possible

Homework study and practice exercises — 200 points possible

--Completion of textbook practice, test exercises, and journal entries are required weekly.

Final exam — 100 points possible

--The final exam for this course will be cumulative. All students will take the final examination to receive credit in this course.

Assigned work will not be accepted after the due date,

Grades will be computed on a point system:

1000-900
A

899 - 800 = B

799 — 700 = C

699 — 600 D

Attendance:

You will be expected to come to class on time each day and stay for the entire period. After five absences (for whatever reason), I may drop you through October 17. You may drop this course or be dropped through October17, but after this date a CRINC grade will be assigned. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to return to class prepared. You should fmd out what homework was assigned during your absence and complete the work before you return to class. If your homework is completed within one week after you return to class, you will receive full credit. If you are absent, you are responsible to make up all exams, quizzes, and writing assignments. You are also responsible to acquire a copy of each handout distributed during your absence.

A sign-in sheet will be available. If you are late, you must see the instructor after class to sign in.

3

Journal Responses to Readings

Choose and read articles or short stories and respond to them in your reading journals.

Follow these guidelines:

A.
The reading is to be at least three pages long.

B.
The reading journal is to be submitted every other Friday.

C.
Be sure to provide the following information about the article

1.
Date your entry at the top of the page.

2.
Give the title of the journal or magazine where you found the article.

3.
Give the title of the article

4.
Give the date of publication of the article.

5.
Give the author’s name.

D.
As you read consider the following and use them to guide your journal responses.

1.
What are the main ideas in the article?

2.
Why did you choose this article or short story to read?

3.
What ideas are in the article with which you especially agree or disagree? Identif~y those ideas and explain why you agree or disagree.

4.
How does this article encourage or interest you to do more reading on the topic?

E.
Happy reading!

