English 262

Reading Improvement

Fall Semester, 2003





Instructor:  Arlette Ito

Daytime phone:  859-5744

email: adito@psnw.com

Class days, time & location:   M, T, W, TH  7:00 a.m.-7:50 a.m., Forum 10





     Friday lab     7:00 a.m.-7:50 a.m., INC 1

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Important dates & holidays:

August 30 (S)
Last day to drop a Fall 2003 full-length class to be 

eligible for a refund

September 1 (M)
Labor Day, No classes held

September 8 (M)
Last day to register for a Fall 2003 full-length class or

      


drop full-length class to avoid a “W”

September 20 (S)
Last day to change a class to or from a CR-NC grading 

  


basis

October 17 (F)
Mid-term report period

October 17 (F)
9-week drop deadline for full-length course

November 11 (M)
Veterans’ Day, No classes held

Nov. 27-29 (TH-S)
Thanksgiving Day Holidays, No classes held

December 1 (M)
Classes reconvene

December 19 (F)
Fall semester ends

Break:

December 20-January 11

Final Exam Date & Times (p 133, Fall 2003 class  schedule): Monday, December 15 from 7:00-9:00 a.m.

Course Outline and Policies

I.  Goal

This course is designed to help you understand the reading process and how it applies to different types of text.  We will explore both aesthetic text and informative text.  Besides developing reading skills for learning, a major goal of this course will be to develop a stronger interest in reading and a recognition of the importance of this activity in your daily life.  

II. Course Content

           A. The process of reading

    1. What makes a good reader?

a. Effective reading/metacognition

b. Efficient reading/miscues

             2. Reading/writing reciprocity

   3. Schema theory

      4. Reading for different purposes

   5. Aesthetic reading vs. informative text

B.  Vocabulary Development

1. Context

2. Dictionary usage

3. Thesaurus usage

C.  Comprehension

   1.Literal

a. Subject/topic

b. Main idea

c. Topic sentences/thesis sentences

d. Major/minor details

e. Summarizing

f. Patterns of organization

g. Inferences

D. Reading

1. Aesthetic reading

a. Imaginative text

1. poetry

2. short stories

3. books


2. Content area reading/study skills

a. Informative text

b. Persuasive text

III.  Materials

A. Textbook: 
Langan, John (1998). Ten Steps to Building

                       College Reading Skills, (Third ed.). New

                       Jersey: Townsend Press.

B. Dictionary:
Any good comprehensive modern English dictionary will 

                              Suffice, such as Webster’s New World Dictionary

C.  Thesaurus:
Recommended: Roget’s Thesaurus-paperback

D. Other:

Three-ring binder (dividers recommended)




 for handouts and materials




Floppy disk for computer reading lab




Highlighters




3”x3” post-it note pads




Notebook for journaling




Small notebook or index cards for vocabulary 

IV. Grading and Credit

English 262 is a four-unit course graded only on a CR/NC basis.  A “Credit” grade is the equivalent of an A, B, or C grade.  A grade equivalent of D or F will result in a “No Credit” grade.

The grades earned on your work will be averaged within five categories to determine your final course grade.  A percentage point system will be used for all assignments so that each student may stay apprised of his/her progress in fulfilling the course requirements.

Midterm Grade:  I will distribute individual grade  reports listing all scores earned before the final midterm drop date so you will know your status in the class.

Final Grade: Your final grade will be derived from your averaged scores on all course work in the following areas (each area constituting 20% of your final course grade).

A.  Tests and quizzes (20% of your final course grade)                                               Unit tests and quizzes will be given throughout the semester.  Some quizzes and tests will be in-class tests, some will be take-home.

B. Book Reports (20% of your final course grade)

Two book reports are required during the semester: one group report and one individual report.  Detailed information and formats of reports will be provided.

C. Daily work (20% of your final course grade)

Daily work includes a variety of assignments:

*Homework

*Summary/Response papers (articles)

*Group participation

*Journal

*Internet research reports and inquiries

Several assignments will be counted towards the daily work portion of your final grade.

D. Semester Group Project (20% of your final course grade)

Student groups will complete a semester project.  This project will be due toward the end of the semester.  The purpose of this project is for you to demonstrate understanding of the information we will cover in this course.  Each student must participate in this project in order to successfully fulfill the requirements of this class.  Those who do not complete this project will receive an “F” grade or an incomplete for the course.

E. Final Exam (20% of your  final course grade)

The final examination for this course will be cumulative.  All students must take the final examination to receive credit in this course.  Except in unusual cases of illness or family distress, final examinations will be administered only according to the “Finals Schedule” in the current Schedule of Courses.  The time and date of final examinations will not be changed to accommodate holiday or travel arrangements or employment schedules.

V. Attendance

 
Regular attendance is required for this class, and each student is responsible for his own attendance and his own work.  Regular means that you attend every class, prepare homework before class (not during), read and study assigned work before class, and be prepared to participate by asking questions about that which you don’t understand and by answerering questions asked of you by the instructor.  


Absences from class make progress in reading improvement very difficult.  It is always your responsibility to come to class prepared, even after absence.  This means you will have to find out what was assigned during your absence before your return to class.  Arriving late to class is distracting and disruptive.  There are penalties for excessive tardiness and absence.  Two tardies (arrivals in class after instruction has begun) are equivalent to one absence.  If you five absences by the end of the ninth week, you will be dropped from the course.  In addition, you will lose twenty-five points of homework credit for every absence after the first two absences.  This will reflect your lack of participation in instruction when absent.  


Except by pre-arrangement or unusual and verified cases of extended illness or family distress discussed with the instructor, late assignments are not accepted.  Class begins promptly and work is usually collected at the very beginning of class.  Students who arrive late will not be allowed to hand in work after it has been collected from the class.  Missing one or two assignments because of absence will have no negative effect on your grade.  You must be present for all quizzes and tests.  

*This document is subject to change at instructor’s discretion.  







