English 2
 Critical Reading and Writing through Literature
      






Fall 03




Prerequisite:  C or better in English 1A; fulfills critical thinking requirement





(Students with a C in English 1A strongly encouraged to sign up for Writing Center, English 272)

Instructor:  Deborah Lencioni  








email: deborah.lencioni@reedleycollege.edu
Office A-2 (near switchboard) 638-3641 ext: 3416 





    office hours: MTW 2-3 and by arrangement

















drop date:  Friday 10/17

Required:  
Critical Thinking Reading and Writing  by Barnet and Bedau



Reading and Writing about Literature by Sipiora



Heart of Darkness by Conrad, critical edition edited by Murfin 

       
a binder to save all notes, drafts, and assignments


your wits, your open mind

The goal of this course is to sharpen your critical reading, writing, and thinking skills beyond the level achieved in English 1A.  We will read poems, stories, plays, literary criticism, and at least one novel, all closely.  We will write summaries, analyses, explications, arguments, and a synthesis paper based on the literature, but focusing on logical reasoning (both inductive and deductive), interpreting, evaluating, and critically analyzing.  We will learn to let literature instruct, incite, and enrich, as well as entertain us. 

Diverse viewpoints are encouraged and respected, especially those which are well-substantiated.  Be prepared to read and write at a university sophomore level as this class transfers as such. 

Attendance:  Class meetings are critical for discussion and instruction.  We will discuss what you’ve read, what you’ve written, sometimes all together, sometimes in small groups, sometimes one-on-one in conference.  In order to encourage discussion, I require written discussion notes which you should complete before the class begins, and then keep in your binder.  Your attendance is mandatory, and excessive absence, tardiness, or unpreparedness will adversely affect your participation grade.  I may drop a student who has been absent 6 days.

Assignments:  We’ll have 10 evenly weighted grades (in bold):




Week 1 &2:  
Summary (actually, 2 summaries will equal one grade)




Week 3: 
no class Monday – Labor Day






examining assumptions 

Week 4:  
Explication (an “unfolding,” a summary, plus explanation with proof) 

Week 5 & 6:  Argument (the author’s argument; the character’s argument)

Week 7 & 8:  Critical analysis 

Week 9:
no class Friday (Lencioni at a conference)

Week 10: 
Critical Analysis (analysis of critique) (Is the critique valid?) 
Week 11, 12: Argument (your argument)

Week 13:  
Begin Heart of Darkness
Week 14:  
critical essays from text, Ichebe

Week 15:  
analysis section draft



no class Friday - Thanksgiving



Week 16: 
Synthesis due (2 grades)

Week 17:
character to character dialogue



participation grade (your written argument will be supported by your reading notes, testimony regarding 


attendance, contribution to discussion)

Week 18:       final 
Grading: Attached is a grading standard, and a typical composition profile.  For evaluating your work, I must incorporate attention to content (what you say), style (how you say it), and mechanics (including grammar and MLA documentation where research is involved--both of which I assume you mastered in English 1A, or you wouldn’t be here).  However, if you need help with any of these, email me, come see me in person, visit the Writing Center, the Tutorial center, or any other reliable source you know.  I expect scholarly college level writing, everything typed, double-spaced, no fancy fonts. 

Due Dates:  Any time a paper is due, you must hand it in at the beginning of class.  If there is ever a valid emergency requiring you to hand in a paper any other place or time, you will type a formal plea with adequate support and attach it as a coversheet. The reason for any paper being late must be written and typed, and I will respond in writing whether or not the excuse is justified.

Revision:  If you have produced drafts and participated in workshop and conference, but have still received a C or a D on any essay (except the final synthesis paper), you may prepare a written proposal within the week outlining a revision plan.  I am happy to help you with this plan, and usually it makes sense to work on this in my office.  If I accept your proposal (which I will, if it is earnest), you will have one week to revise your paper.  You’ll hand in all old drafts, my comment sheet or profile, and your approved proposal with the revision stapled on top.  This involves more work for you, but the reward is a new evaluation and a new grade.

Class Participation:  I expect you to come to class prepared with your discussion analysis and ready to participate in discussion.  Your participation in class is not only what makes this class fun, but it is essential to your whole critical thinking experience.  Your written justification for your participation grade will be supported by your attached reading notes with brilliant excerpts highlighted, as well as testimony regarding preparation and attendance, as well as contribution to discussion.  
