English IA

Instructor Martin Stephens

Fall 2003 6:00 - 7:50 P.M.

Location:
Selma Hl~h School

Semester Syllabus

English 1A is the writing and reading class that transfers to four-year colleges and universities and meets a graduation requirement at Reedley College. The class is designed to promote better writing and reading skills through lecture, practice, discussion, and literature. The writing portion of the class will include the essay and a research paper. In addition, students will write for a myriad of purposes including journaling and learning the importance of research to support your theses. The reading will include short stories and various other pieces of writing from the required text. Grammar, punctuation, sentence I paragraph development, and word choice within the context of writing will be included in the course, too.

Texts:
Howell, James F. and Memering, Dean. Brief Handbook for Writers Miller, Robert Keith. Motives for Writing
Other needed materials: floppy disks, pencils, pens

AftendanCe

It is absolutely imperative that students attend all classes. Because there is no make​up work or late work accepted, try not to miss any classes. Students are allowed to miss up to 4 class meetings before being dropped with a grade of “F” for the semester. Arriving late to class or departing early will also constitute an absence. Please adhere to this policy as emergencies and untimely illnesses do take place. Sometimes finding a parking place can be a problem, too, so make sure you arrive early enough to anticipate this potential problem. Once the student has surpassed the maximum of 4 absences, it is the student’s responsibility to drop the class.

Class begins on August 18. The last day to drop the class and be eligible for a refund is August 30. September 8 is the last day to drop a class to avoid a “W” in the class, and October 17 is the deadline to drop the class to avoid a grade of “F”.
Some dates to remember:

September 1 (M) no class, Labor Day

October 15 (W) Mid-term/Exam on first half of semester

November 11(T) no class, Veteran’s Day

November 27 - 29 (TH - S) no class, Thanksgiving

December 1 (M) Research Paper due​-no exceptions December 15 (M) English 1A Final--last night of class

Grading:

I grade all assignments on a standard percentage scale. Please keep a copy of all your work on a disk or make an extra hard copy in case I do not show a grade for you. It would also behoove you to keep track of your own grade so you know how you’re doing in class. Subjectively, your participation in class represents 10% of your overall grade for the semester. Also, please make sure that you turn in each assignment; missed assignments causes one’s grade to plummet.

90-100%=

A

80-89%
=
B

70-79%
=
C

60-69%
=
D

Below 60% = F

Class format:

Class will generally start with a “quick write”--to keep the pencil on the paper for approximately 5 - 10 minutes--focusing on writing of your very own--no one else’s eyes. Grammar and punctuation mini lessons will be given within the context of writing. Students will begin to see how these tools will enhance their writing. Learning grammar and punctuation skills will help students understand sentence and paragraph structure, the next building block. In class we will also look at some incorrect sentences and other pieces of writing and make the appropriate changes. Each week there will be some literature assigned along with a writing assignment. We will generally get together in small groups and discuss the writing, and then we will reconvene as a class to pool our ideas and thoughts. I will also give weekly information on putting a research paper together. Do not worry!

A side note: Yes, a research paper is required to pass the class.
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