Course Policies
Alexis Khoury

English IATFH 11-12:50
638-3641 ex.3406

Office Hours: TTH 9:30-Il
Office: Annex-i

Required Texts: Literature: The Human Experience; The Little-Brown Handboolc The Elements of Style. You will also need to purchase a floppy disk.

You will be writing four essays for this class, all of which will be in response to reading. l’hree of the essays will be in response to stories or poems we’ll read in class, and you will learn how to employ various strategies to prove your points. One essay will be a research paper. The three literary responses will be approximately three to five pages long. The research paper will be six to eight pages long.

In addition to the four essays, you will write a one page reader response to The Elements of Style, the grade for which will carry the weight of one essay to be averaged into your final grade.

1.
Some essays may be processed by the turnit in. corn anti-plagiarism site. If I announce in class that the essay about to be turned in must be submitted, and you fail to submit it according to directions, it will not be accepted.

2.
Each Monday, you must submit a typed page on which you ask one specific, thoughtful question about each of the week’s assigned readings. At the end of the semester, your grades for these assignments will be averaged together and then averaged into your final grade.

3.
Final drafts must be typed, double-spaced, and have ample margins. I need room to comment on your work. Use one side of the paper and supply a cover page which includes both of our names, the date of the assignment, the number of the assignment, and the course. Do not submit your work in folders.

4.
Any student who types on a computer during a discussion or lecture in the lab will be asked to leave after one warning.

5.
Late papers will not be accepted unless you ask for an extension on or before the date the paper is due. Your essays grade will be lowered a full grade for each day that elapses from the due date. Papers will not be accepted if they are more than one week late. No papers will be accepted during finals week, except, of course, for the fmal paper.

6.
I will give stupid Vanna White quizzes if you guys don’t keep up with your reading. I will not allow you to make up quizzes. If they’re given, they’ll be averaged together to count as one essay grade at the end of the semester.

7.
Show up for this class. If you are going to miss a class, don’t ask me if you’re going to miss anything important. I get irritated by excessive absences and will drop you if you miss more than six hours of class.

8.
I reserve the right to make changes in the syllabus as the need arises. The needs of individual classes vary

and require flexibility. YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR STAYING INFORMED ABOUT WHAT IS GOING

ON IN CLASS. ABSENCES ARE NOT AN EXCUSE FOR MISSED WORK OR FOR BEING UNAWARE OF

CHANGES. It’s a smart idea to get a few phone numbers from people in class.

9.
Your papers are evaluated on the value and clarity of their content as well as on the accuracy and fluency of presentation. Content and fonn are inextricably bound.

10.
I don’t give extra credit assignments.

11.
Final grades are calculated by averaging together your essay grades as well as the grades you receive for the weekly reading questions and the reader response to The Elements of Style. The research paper will be counted twice. Remember that if I give quizzes, the average of those will also be averaged into your final grade.

12.
You must submit and receive a passing grade on the research paper in order to pass the course.

Grading scale:
A
90-100
C
70-80


B
80-90
D
60-70

Syllabus/English IA
Alexis Khoury

19-21
August: Introduction. Read Araby (100) for the 21st.

26 August: Read A Clean, Well-Lighted Place (105), and Graduation in Stamps (1000). Begin drafting essay one.

THERE WILL BE NO CLASS MEETING ON 28 AUGUST.

2-4 September: Read Salvation (296), My Oedipus Complex (109), The House on Mango Street (141). Peer editing essay one.

9-11
September: Read handout How Not To Be Bamboozled. Revise essay one.

16-18 September: Read The Lesson (134), The Lottery (386), A Rose for Emily (666). ESSAY ONE DUE 9/18.

23-25 September: Read Sonny ‘s Blues (674), What We Talk About When We Talk About Love (1053), No Name Woman (1265).

30 September-2 October: Read Shooting an Elephant (993), Everyday Use (71 7), Much Madness is Divinest Sense (436). READER RESPONSE TO ELEMENTS OF STYLE DUE 10/2.

7-9 October: Read Marriage Is A Private Affair (699), Good Country People (118). Begin drafting essay two. BE SURE TO START READING A Raisin in the Sun (867).

14-16
October: Revise essay two. Read The Storm (1016), Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been? (1063).

2 1-23 October: Read The Love Song Of J. Alfred Prufrock (766), the cambridge ladies who live in furnished souls (771), Musee des Beaux Arts (1397) Harlem (448).

28-30
October: Discuss A Raisin in the Sun. ESSAY TWO DUE 10/30.

4-20
November: Research (Essay Three). It would be smart to start reading The Death of Ivan ilych.

25-27 November: Read Daddy (1124), * Papa’s Waltz (1114), Elegyfor Jane 0411).

2-4 December: Read Leda and the Swan (158). RESEARCH PAPER DUE (Essay Three) 11/4.

9-11
December: Read The Death of Ivan Illych (1286). Begin drafting final essay (number four).

18 December: FINAL EXAM AT 10:30

IMPORTANT DATES: 1 SEPTEMBER: LABOR DAY; 11 NOVEMBER: VETERANS DAY; 27-29 NOVEMBER: THANKSGIVING; 15-19 DECEMBER: FINAL EXAM WEEK.

Alexis Khoury

English 1A

Course Overview/Requirements

REQUIRED BOOKS: The Human Experience; The Little Brown Handbook*; The Elements of Style. Books may be purchased in the Reedley College Bookstore.

*The Little Brown Handbook is an integral part of this course, intended to serve as your reference for any questions that arise concerning grammar, punctuation, and general English usage. I selected this particular handbook because I find it to be relatively user-friendly and because it provides MLA guidelines, which you will need to abide by for both the research paper and the literary analysis. I will not be giving too many assignments out of this book, but will expect you to refer to it in order to make corrections after I return papers and have indicated what kinds of errors you’re making and need to correct. I will grow very impatient if you fail to make an honest effort at correcting, say, a tendency to splice your commas or split your infinitives, so take this purchase seriously and don’t waste your money.

SOME FRIENDLY ADVICE: Every college student should own a decent dictionary and keep it by his or her side at all times, especially when writing. When not writing, it comes in handy during random conversations, sudden Boggle games, and unexpected doorstop emergencies.

ESSAYS: This course is designed to help students improve their expository writing skills. Since reading and writing are inextricably bound, we obviously do a good deal of reading as well as writing in this course. Each student will be required to compose four essays by the end of the term, one of which will be a research paper and one of which will be a literary analysis. The other two essays will be based on personal experiences and abide by specific rhetorical strategies.

In addition, you will be required to write a one page reader response to The Elements of Style, which will carry the weight of one essay grade.

READING: A number of required readings are assigned on a weekly basis and students will be expected to contemplate and respond sensibly to what they’ve read by answering the questions posted by the instructor on the discussion board.

DISCUSSION BOARD/FORUM QUESTIONS: Participation in the discussion board is required. Each week, every student in class must post responses to a minimum of two of the “For Analysis” questions at the end of the readings and two of the “On Style” questions at the end of the readings. Those four responses must be in reference to four different readings. In addition, each student must be sure to respond to the comments posted by at least two classmates each week. This means that each student will be posting a minimum of six submissions per week to the discussion board.

DROP BOX: Final drafts of all assignments need to be composed on Microsoft Word and submitted to the instructor’s drop box by midnight on the due date.

SYLLABUS:
I will be revising and updating the syllabus for this course as we go along, so you will need to make sure that you check regularly to stay abreast of updates. I will not, however, ever add work to any assignment date that has already been published. Potential changes will consist of deletions if we get too far behind and future developments. You are responsible for staying informed.

