ENG 125: College Writing Skills

Professor Janet Ann Fiorentino, 

Required Text: Patterns for College Writing: A Rhetorical Reader and Guide, Laurie G. Kirszner and Stephen R. Mandell

Also:. A Commonsense Guide to Grammar and Usage, Larry Beason and Mark Lester

Objectives: This course is to familiarize students with the development of the process of writing, revising, and editing essays. Students will be taught the logical development and organization of ideas as well as learn to avoid common writing errors. Students will have the opportunity to develop reading skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies. Students will be able to apply the structures of writing to meaning and audience, and use writing as thinking, to explore and express their ideas. 

Semester Assignments:






Grading Scale:

Quizzes (total)


100 points



900-1000
A

Student Journals


150 points



800-899
B

In class assignments/participation
100 points



700-799
C

Five out of class essays (each worth)
100 points



600-699
D

Final Portfolio



150 points



0-599

F

Classroom conduct: This is a college-level class and I expect the students to behave like college-age students. This means arriving to class on time and no talking during class.  Students who fail to follow the rules of conduct will be asked to leave class and lose their participation points for that date. Also, I request cellular phones and pagers be turned off or left on vibrating mode during class time. Students can risk the loss of participation points for interrupting class because of a ringing cell phone/pager.

Assignments: Unless otherwise noted, all out of class assignments must be typed, double-spaced with one inch margins, top, bottom, left and right. All essays must be typed in Times New Roman, Font size 12, and in black ink. Assignments will be deducted five percent for each class the assignment is late. As the instructor is not responsible for any misplaced/lost assignments, students should make copies of all assignments that they turn in. 

Attendance: Students who miss the second day of class will be dropped from the course. To add the class, a student must attend every class meeting until he or she has been officially added to my roster. If a student accumulates more than four absences at any time, for any reason, the student risks being dropped from the course. A student is considered absent if he or she is not present during class, tardy, or if the student leaves class early. A student who walks in and out of the classroom during lecture will be marked as absent. 

Participation: 10% of the grade will be based on in class participation and assignments. If a student must miss a class (or classes) because of illness, etc. he/she must clear it with me immediately before or immediately after the absence. If I find the excuse valid, a substitute assignment can be given to make up for missed points. Note: such exceptions will be rare so don't take advantage of them unless it's absolutely necessary. Missing class is never an excuse for missing an assignment. I also request that students bring their texts to class at all times. 

Schedule:

August 19
Introduction to class

August 21
Grammar—Fragments



Read pages 14-25 in Commonsense


In-class writing; Bring Journal to class

August 26
Discussion of Introduction and Thesis



Read Chapter Two in Patterns
August 28
Grammar—Run-on sentences



Read pages 26-35 in Commonsense


In-class writing

September 2
Discussion of Supporting Paragraphs and Conclusion



Read Chapter Three in Patterns

September 4
Grammar—Subject Verb Agreement



Read Chapter Six in Commonsense


In-class writing

September 9
Introduction to Narrative Essay



Read Chapter Four in Patterns, pages 69-78

September 11
Grammar—Subject Verb Agreement continued



Read Chapter Seven in Commonsense


In-class writing (Narration)



Essay #1 assigned

September 16
Discussion of Narrative Essays



Quiz on pages 79-103 (Patterns)

September 18
Grammar—Subject Verb Agreement continued



Read Chapter Eight in Commonsense


In-class writing



First draft of Essay #1 due

September 23
Peer review

September 25
Second drafts of Essay #1 due



Grammar—Using Correct Verb Tenses



Read Chapter Nine and Ten in Commonsense



In-class writing

September 30
Introduction to Descriptive Essay



Read Chapter Five in Patterns
October 2
Final draft of Essay #1 due



Essay #2 assigned

October 7
Discussion of Descriptive Essays



Quiz on pages 137-147 and 154-160 (Patterns)

October 9
Rough draft of Essay #2 due

Peer review

October 14
Introduction to Exemplification Essays



Read Chapter Six in Patterns

October 16
Grammar—Pronouns



Read Chapters Eleven and Twelve in Commonsense

October 21
Discussion of Exemplification Essays



Pages 188-211 (Patterns)



Quiz



Final draft of Essay #2 due


October 23
Introduction to Process Essays



 Read Chapter Seven in Patterns

Chapter 28
Rough draft of Essay #3 due



Peer review

October 30
Grammar—Pronouns



Read Chapters Thirteen-Fifteen in Commonsense

November 4
Student Teacher Conferences



Final draft of Essay #3 due at your conference time

November 6
Student Teacher Conferences



Final draft of Essay #3 due at your conference time

November 11
Discussion of Process Essays



Pages 228-237 and 243-249 (Patterns)



Quiz

November 13
Grammar—Commas



Read Chapters Sixteen and Seventeen in Commonsense



In class writing

November 18
Introduction to Argumentative Essays



Chapter 12 (Patterns)



Rough draft of Essay #4 due

November 20
Grammar—Commas



Read Chapters Eighteen-Twenty in Commonsense
November 25
Discussion on Argumentative Essays



Pages 566-619 (Patterns)



Quiz



Final draft of Essay #4 due

November 27
No class—Thanksgiving holiday

December 2
Grammar Review 

December 4
Rough draft of Essay #5 due

December 9
Student Teacher Conferences



Final draft of Essay #5 due at your conference time

December 11
Student Teacher Conferences



Final draft of Essay #5 due at your conference time

December 16
Portfolios of three best essays due



@1:00 PM during scheduled final time

Quizzes: One quiz will be given for each of the units that we study. Quizzes are announced in the schedule and will consist of either multiple choice or fill-in type questions. Students cannot make up quizzes they miss but they may drop their lowest grade.  

Journal: Students will be responsible for keeping a journal throughout the semester. Students must purchase a single subject college-lined notebook for this purpose. Students need to bring this notebook to class the second class meeting which is August 21st and every class meeting thereafter. The journal will be made up of in class and out of class assignments. The instructor reserves the right to check students’ journals at any time. Journals will be turned in to me during your December conference and returned to you on our last class meeting. 

Portfolio: Instead of a final, students will turn in a portfolio to me made up of revisions of three of their five class essays. It in mandatory that students attend this class meeting. I will not accept portfolios at any other time. 

Office Hours: By appointment only. If you need to contact me, you can either leave a note in my box or contact me through my e-mail address: CamiSari12@aol.com Please put ‘ENG 125 class' as your subject heading. If extremely urgent, you may also reach me at 259-1375.
