AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE I

FALL SYLLABUS 2003

Instructor: Christine Gough
Phone: RC 638-3641 leave msg

Class: RC campus T/TH 3:OOpm-4:5Opm
Office Hour: By Appointment

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK:

* Smith, Lentz, & Mikos: SIGNING NATURALLY: STUDENT WORKBOOK, Level One, Dawn Sign Press, Berkeley, CA. 1988.

*
Smith, Lentz, & Mikos: SIGNING NATURALLY: STUDENT VIDEOTEXT, Level One, Dawn Sign Press, Berkeley, CA. 1988.

*
. Moore, Matthew S. & Levitan, Linda: FOR HEARING PEOPLE ONLY 3rd edition, Deaf Life Press, Rochester, N.Y. 1993.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

*
This course is designed to introduce students to a visual-gestural, multi​dimensional language; ASL, which is used by the Deaf community in the United States and Canada. It will introduce students to the culture of the Deaf community and its appropriate behaviors. Students will also be engaging in conversation using ASL at a level expected for ASL I learners. Students are expected to actively participate in a variety of class activities in each class session throughout the entire semester.

ATTENDANCE:

*
Attendance is strongly encouraged in order to provide a conducive learning environment for the entire class, as well as individually. If you miss a class, are late, and/or leave early, your participation grade will be affected as a deduction of points will occur. It is your responsibility to notify the instructor when you have missed an exam or quiz. If you do miss an exam or quiz and you have not notified the instructor, you will not be able to make it up. ALSO, I will only allow you to makeup the midterm or the final if you have a serious and compelling reason.

PtJNCT1jALLTY:

*
Students are expected to arrive to class on time and attend for the entire class period. I cannot teach you if you are not in class. We will take breaks accordingly.
HOMEWORK & CLASSROOM PARTICIPATION:

*
When assignments are given. I strongly encourage you to complete them to the best of your ability. I also expect them to be turned in at the assigned due date. Your classroom participation plays a significant role in the assessment of your final grade; as well as, how well you learn the language. Experience has shown, that students who participate and are motivated, learn more and sign better.

QUIZZES & EXAMINATIONS:

*
In ASL 1, there are 6 units to cover. You will be tested on all 6 units. You will have two quizzes. Your first quiz will cover units 1 and 2. Your second quiz will cover units 1-5, but will be more focused on units 4 and 5. In addition to the quizzes, there will also be a mid-term exam and a final exam. The mid-term covers units 1, 2, & 3 (3 units). The final covers units 1-6 (all 6 units). The Mid-term and Final exams will be cumulative. I may administer a pre-announced pop-quiz for self-assessment purposes. This means that each student must be well prepared for each and every class. Your quizzes & exams also include chapter & unit readings from your assigned books, additional articles, and outside readings. The dates of your quizzes and exams will be announced in class. The breakdown of your quizzes and exams is as follows:

QUIZ #1: Units 1-2

MID-TERM:
Units 1-3

QUIZ #2: Units 1-5, more focused on units 4 & 5

FINAL:
Units 1-6

EXPECTATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS OF THE STUDENTS:

*
Please follow the instructor regarding the viewing of the videotape and complete the assigned exercises per unit. This material is crucial to the success of your learning.

*
In order to facilitate the learning and mastery of ASL at this level, students are encouraged not to speak during class. Pretend you are in the Deaf world when you enter the classroom. This means to TURN OFF YOUR VOICES PLEASE & SIGN, SIGN!

*
Students are not allowed to act as “pseudo” interpreters. This means that if you know more signs than another student, you are not to interpret. This is to ensure that each student has the opportunity to learn at his/her own pace. We all learn differently and I embrace this quality as individual learners.

***Remember ASL and English are two distinct languages possessing their own linguistic features in terms of phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, pragmatics, and discourse. Thus, the sign vocabulary will be taught in context since many signs in ASL do not have English equivalents.
TWO MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS
There are two major assignments to be completed for this class. Assignment A is a presentation on your family tree. Assignment B is a portfolio encompassing your learning experiences of ASL I. Each assignment is described in detail on the last 2 pages of this syllabus.

EVALUATION AND GRADES ARE BASED ON THE FOLLOWING:

Class Participationl Attendance
50

Quiz #1
50

Quiz #2
50

Mid-term Exam
100

Final Exam
100

Family Tree Presentation
100

Portfolio
100

TOTAL
550 points possible

You may not drop the final or the mid-term. If you have an extenuating circumstance that causes you to miss the mid-term or final, please see me and I will make arrangements for you to make it up. However, you must notify me ASAP in order for me to allow you to make up one of the aforementioned exams. Otherwise, you will receive a zero for that exam. Again, make-up quizzes are not allowed.

FINAL GRADE DISTRIBUTION:

A 
=
495
-
550
B
=
440
-
494
C
=
385
-
439
D
=
330
-
384
F
=
329
+
Below
Whenever you have any questions, comments, or concerns; please PLEASE do not hesitate to contact me via the aforementioned phone number. I am more than happy to meet with you by appointment or talk with you on the phone. 1 am very approachable and understanding but I also expect honest and clear communication so that we both may ensure a successful semester for each of us. Thank you!

I encourage you to ask questions during class at ANY TIME!!!! I am always happy to answer questions and when I lack the answer, I will find someone who will have the answer. I look forward to a wonderful semester as we learn together in ASL 1. Remember, mistakes are to be expected, this is a natural part of second language learning. Mistakes are your best tool! My teaching philosophy is a collaborative, student-directed, student-empowered, team approach. Thus, this is your game so let’s PLAY SERIOUSLY!!! Have a fabulous semester!!! Thank you.
Additional Resources:

Deaf& Hard of Hearing Service Agency DHHSC # 559 225-3323 Center for Independent Living- Fresno Cit-F # 559 276-6777

Please include any other resources that you are aware of to further help you access information and aid in your learning process.

Students who need Accommodations:

Students who have a disability and need accommodations, please see me so that I am aware of the accommodations that need to be made and so that I have time to prepare. It is no problem at all but I need to be aware of this so that I can fully make things as accessible as possible. Thank you!

Tentative Due Dates for Assignments:

Family Tree Presentation: November 20th, 2003

Portfolio: December 4th, 2003

FINAL: December 16th, 2003. 3:30-5:3Opm

Assigned readings and viewings will be given in class so if you are absent, make sure that you have someone to contact to give you the information that you missed.

ASSIGNMENT A: FAMILY TREE PRESENTATION (100 points)

*
You will sign your presentation about your family on November 20th, 2003. You will use all that you have learned from this class to aid in you presentation. Remember, you will sign you presentation in ASL. Create a presentation on your family’s history and background. Include their names, who they are in relation to you and to each other, their professions, hobbies, and any other additional facts about them. Be creative in your presentation. Use visual pictures of your family members, use color and other visuals. Make sure your presentation is in some organized format like on poster board or some other medium that allows you to visually present and point to who your family members are. You will present in small groups. Please see the family tree rubric on the last page and turn it in on the due date. Have fun!

DUE November 20th , 2003.
ASSIGNMENT B: PORTFOLIO (100 points)

* Your portfolio will be due on December 4th, 2003. The portfolio is designed to cumulatively pull together the variety of things that you have learned about ASL, Deaf Culture, and our Deaf Community. You may design it in any fashion that you like; as long as, you include all of the criteria. The portfolio must include the following six areas:

1 Attendance to a minimum of one Deaf community event

2 a minimum of two pictures of a Deaf community event you attended

3 a self-assessment of your own skills of the language and cultural learning process

4 a reflection paper on the entire semester of what you have learned, experienced, and felt (1-2 pgs)

5 a minimum of three response papers to three outside readings or venues. These can be articles, books, short stories, literature, poems, plays, theatre work, interview with a Deaf person, etc. These outside readings or venues can be found on the internet, library, or your local resource agency serving Deaf and Hard of Hearing people. This agency is called the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Service Center (DHHSC). Their number is: 559 225-3323. You can also ask me or other people in the Deaf Community for information. (1 pg. Per response paper)

6 A reflection paper of your experience when talking with some Deaf people. This can be done at the Community events, your church, your family, or with people that you know. (1-2 pgs)

PLEASE SEE YOUR PORTFOLIO CHECKLIST ON THE NEXT PAGE.

PLEASE INCLUDE THIS IN YOUR PORTFOLIO OR POINTS WILL BE

DEDUCTED. THANKS!
Name: __________________________________________________
Assignment A:
C.
Gough

FALL, 2003

Family Tree Presentation Rubric
________ 1. Student has a visual presentation with pictures in an organized format. 10 pts

________ 2. Student clearly fingerspells names of family members. 5 pts

________ 3. Shares who the family members are in relation to you, the student, and to 10 pts each other.

________ 4. Shares family members professions.

10 pts

________ 5. Shares family members hobbies and other additional facts. 10 pts

________ 6. Clear Signing and fingerspelling

5 pts

________ 7. Accurate ASL Structure

10 pts

_______ 8. Facial Expressions and Non-manual grammatical markers 20 pts

________ 9. Eye contact and eye gaze

10 pts

________ 10. Family Tree Presentation done on time to small group on November20th, 10 pts 2003. Student was prepared with materials ready to present.

= 100 points

YOUR TOTAL POINTS EARNED: _________ = Letter Grade:

100

Name: ______________________________

Assignment B:
C.
Gough FALL, 2003

Checklist for ASL 1 Portfolio
_________ 1. Attendance to at least one Deaf Community Event. 30 pts. (minimum of 2 hours of attendance at event)

_________ 2. Minimum of two pictures of a Deaf Community Event you attended. 10 pts

____ ____ 3. Self-Assessment of your own skills of ASL and the Cultural learning

10 pts
process. Be creative! This is not a written essay.

_________ 4. Reflection paper on the entire semester of what you have learned,

5 pts
experienced, and felt. (1-2 pgs.)

_________ 5. Three Response papers to three outside readings and/ or viewings.

10 pts
(articles, books, short stories, theatreworks, plays, performances, poems,


 interviews with a Deaf person, or other resources that may apply).

(minimum of 1 page per response paper)

_________ 6. Reflection paper of your experience when talking with some Deaf

10 pts
people. (1-2 pgs)

_________ 7. ASL Presentation to small group in class on December 4th, 2003.

20 pts
(Presentations will be delivered in ASL to small group)

_________ 8. Portfolios Due December 4th, 2003. Portfolio was turned in on time.

5 pts
Checklist included with portfolio

=
100 points

YOUR TOTAL POINTS:
_________ = Letter Grade:


100

Best Of Luck In Your Future Endeavors!!! :)

