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Curriculum Committee Meeting Minutes

MINUTES
Present

Ruben Delgado, Lore Dobusch, Jim Druley, Cynthia Elliott, Richard Larson, Lina Obeid, Kim Perry, John Pinkerton, Kristin Sullivan, John Terrell, Bill Turini, Robert Urtecho, Alondra Washington, Tom West, Sheryl Young-Manning, Keith Zielke

Absent

Business Department Representative, Laird Durley, Ruben Fernandez, Michael Quinn
Visitors

Rob Cannell

1.
Call to order

Meeting was called to order at 3:08 p.m. by Sheryl Young-Manning, Chair.
2.
Roll

Roll sheet was circulated.
3.
Approval of the minutes of April 20, 2006

Minutes approved as submitted.
4.
Introduction of visitors
5.
Old Business - None
6.
New Business 

A.
Agriculture & Technology Department



1.
Program Modification – Certificate of Achievement title change, effective Fall 2006




Grape & Tree Management change to Plant and Soil Science


Committee voted to not approve Program Description modification as written.



(Ayes=0, Nays=14, Abstentions=1 L. Dobusch)



Outcome statement needs to be re-written.



2.
New Course Proposal – effective Summer 2006




Special Studies 277 Basic Manufacturing Skills 1 unit, short-term course: 20 lecture hours, 



credit/no‑credit only, 2 repeats.



Basic shop skills essential to completing the Water Cluster Summer Intern training program.




Requires enrollment in Water Cluster Intern Program, enrollment in Manufacturing Technology 



Program and completion of one semester of the program.



Postponed until department representation is present.



3.
Request for Approval of a Course via Distance Learning – effective Spring 2007




NR 7 Conservation of Natural Resources, 3 units



Rob Cannell contacted Ken Nolte, a former RC instructor, who teaches this course online.  The course 


has been successful throughout the state.



Rob will revise as requested by committee.

B.
Science & Technology Department



1.
Program Modification – Certificate of Achievement




Change old courses to new courses for Aviation Maintenance Technology


Program modification was approved.



2.
Program Modification – Associate in Science Degree




Add new courses to Biological Sciences program

· BIOL 2
Environmental Science, 4 units
· BIOL 3
Ecological Approach to Biology, 4  units
· BIOL 5
Human Biology, 4 units


Postponed until corrections have been made.


3.
Course Deletion – effective Fall 2006




GEOG 2 Cultural Geography


Pulled from agenda.  Need reason for deletion to be added.


C.
Health Science Department



1.
New Topics Courses




a.
Child Development 160W Social-Emotional Connection 1 unit, short-term course: 18 lecture 



hours,  credit/no‑credit option.
Humans are social beings and need to be connected to people from the beginning of life. This course highlights infant brain development and how the social emotional environment contributes to or compromises the potential of young children.



b.
Child Development 160X Authentic Infant Assessment and Documentation 1 unit, short-




term course: 18 lecture hours,  credit/no‑credit option.

Infants grow rapidly during the first three years of life. This course will offer some practical strategies for using documentation to authentically assess children’s development and to record this period of life during daily routines.




c.
Child Development 160Y PECS Training Exchange Communication System 1 unit, short-




term course: 18 lecture hours,  credit/no‑credit option.

Students will be trained in the Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS). This system supports Early Intervention techniques in communication for non-verbal children.




d.
Child Development 160Z Teach Elementary Science 1 unit, short-term course: 18 lecture 




hours,  credit/no‑credit option.

Students will explore the world of science for elementary school age children. The course will offer theory with hands-on experience with science projects.



Kim reminded committee that topics are those topics that are offered irregularly (every 5 years or so).  If a 


course is offered every 1-2 years then it needs to be a regular course.


D.
Composition, Literature & Speech Department



New Program



Journalism



Certificate of Completion, 14 units

Changes needed to outcomes statement.  Outcomes statement should indicate what skills the student will have that leads to entry level employment.


Department might want to look at this an occupational certificate and create JOURN 19V at some point.  


E.
Fine Arts / Social Science Department



Course Modification – effective Fall 2007



CJ 19V change to CRIM 19V


Approved change from CJ 19V to CRIM 19V effective fall 2007.


F.
Computer Familiarity Test

G.
Computer Literacy Test


RC Counseling Department is requesting to adopt FCC’s computer literacy test in the interim until RC has 


its own test in place.



Currently, catalog states RC students can take a test to meet the computer familiarity requirement, however, 

RC does not have a test in place.  Counselors refer students to FCC for the test which is used to meet our 


degree requirement (for approximately 9 years according to Lore).



Students were allowed to challenge IS 15, but that is no longer an option.



Questions regarding test:
· Is the test a valid and reliable measure of computer literacy?

· Who would be responsible for administering the test?

· Would the students be charged?



Discussion about the computer familiarity requirement:

· As written in the handbook, should it meet the requirement.

· Is this a necessary requirement since computers are an inherent part of students’ lives.

· Who would be the final approval for the exam?

· The Curriculum Committee can approve the exam

· If  content is included in a course, then it should be included in the outline and brought to the committee for approval to meet this requirement.



Kim Perry will put together a four step process and talk to Ruben Fernandez and Debbie Ikeda and report 


back at the next meeting.

H.
Curriculum Discussion Topics


1.
Curriculum Forms




a.
Methods to Measure Student Achievement and Determine Grades




1).
Specific examples




2)
General examples



b.
What constitutes substantial writing assignments



c.
Outcomes/objectives – Bloom’s Taxonomy




d.
Lecture outline




e.
Lab outlines




f.
What constitutes lab for performance-based classes?




g.
Variable units



Last semester faculty were asked to give specific examples of possible test questions for Methods to 


Measure Student Achievement and Determine Grades since some of the general examples were just a 


repeat of what was already included on the form.  Specific examples give good ideas of the rigor of the 


assignments.



Bill Turini expressed concern about specific vs. general examples and academic freedom of instructors.



In the writing area, substantial writing needs to be defined.  Right now, any type of writing is being 


included in substantial writing assignment.  It was suggested substantial and non-substantial blocks be 


exchanged.



The curriculum forms will be reviewed for modification.


(Ayes=13, Nays=0, Abstentions=1 R. Delgado)



2.
Technical Review


a.
When to hold TR


b.
How to handle outlines (as a whole committee, or small groups)


c.
TR used for a first hearing



Technical Review was suspended last semester due the large volume of curriculum that had to go 



through the process (2-2-06 minutes).



Does the Curriculum Committee want to reestablish the Technical Review Process?

· There is no incentive for faculty to go through Technical Review if it doesn’t count for a first hearing.
· The reviewers should report back to the full Curriculum Committee.

· Submitter or education representative must be present at all steps of the process.



Suggestions for holding Technical Review:

· Entire Curriculum Committee breaking out into small groups

· Small groups

· Individual Curriculum Committee member meeting with faculty member

· Hold TR on Tuesdays

· Hold TR on Thursdays Same day, one hour earlier than Curriculum Committee


3.
Deleting vs. modification of courses



4.
Advisory levels




a.
ENGL 1A




b.
ENGL 125, ENGL 126, MATH 101



5.
What makes a course



a.
baccalaureate level



b.
transferable



c.
eligible for articulation



d.
RC GE



e.
degree applicable


6.
Distance Learning Form



7.
RC GE guidelines.



8.
Communication


a.
RC


b.
North Centers, including deans


c.
FCC



9.
Process for reads



10.
Developmental level courses 


a.
grading basis


b.
do all similar courses have to have same grading basis



11.
System for getting curriculum through



12.
Start/End of curriculum cycle



13.
In-service for curriculum committee members

7.
2+2+2 (Informational only)
	High School
	Course
	RC Course

	Dinuba High School
	Teacher Ed.

Ag and Natural Resources
	Education 10, Introduction to Education, 3 units

NR 7, Conservation of Natural Resources, 3 units

	Center for Advanced Research and Technology (CART)
	Computer Animation and Graphics
	ART 37A, Photoshop: Digital Visual Art, 3 units


8.
Other

The RC Curriculum Handbook needs to be reviewed.


Norena Badway will be here on September 7 beginning at 2 p.m. in LRC 104.

9.
Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 4:58 p.m.
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