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	a)
	Program Name
	

	X
	b)
	Course Name & Number
	RN 76 

	
	
	Course Title
	Pharmacology

	
	
	Effective
	Fall 2009


	Units:
	1


	Lecture Hours
	18
	Lab Hours
	


Reasons

A review of the curriculum content for the proposed LVN to RN program at the Madera Center indicates that the content of this course is also discussed and applied in the nursing theory courses.   LVN education includes coursework in pharmacology.  The Board of Registered Nursing (BRN) regulations on LVN to RN program content state that LVN students cannot be required to take courses that repeat/review content that they have already had.  The nursing courses offered in an LVN to RN program must be beyond the level of first year nursing courses.  The content of the previously approved pharmacology course is not in agreement with this regulation.  

The traditional generic nursing program delivers pharmacology content in the first year.  A review of the curriculum patterns at FCC and several other community college nursing programs around the state will confirm this.  In addition, pharmacology is not a course that was found to be included in the curriculum of the LVN to RN programs at either FCC or other programs around the state.  Advanced pharmacological concepts would consist of graduate level content typically found in courses that are part of a master’s program (i.e. nurse practitioner or clinical nurse specialist).

The reason that pharmacology content is part of the nursing theory courses of the proposed program is that the concepts and content are integrated into the advanced nursing theory content.  The courses qualify as being advanced because the preponderance of the theoretical and clinical objectives relate to the provision of total nursing care to one or more patients who require complex nursing care.  Hence, it cannot be classified as “review”.

It is the hope of the nursing program to reassign RN 76  to the proposed new course, Complex Obstetrical Nursing.
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