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Experimental Course

In general, an experimental course is one for which full information on some approval criterion, such as feasibility or need, cannot be determined until the course is actually offered on a trial basis.  An experimental course should generally be submitted for approval as a regular course, or discontinued, within one year.  RC Name:  Special Studies
Special Topics Course

A special topics course is one which employs a consistent disciplinary framework, but for which the specific focus may change from term to term.  An example is a special topics literature course in which the focus is on a different author each term.  If a particular topic is offered regularly, it should be approved as a separate course.  RC Name:  Topics
Special Study Course

A special study course is one that involves an individual student or small group of students in study, research, or activities beyond the scope of regularly offered courses, pursuant to an agreement among the college, faculty member, and student(s).  RC Name:  Independent Study
