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Section 55041.  Repeatable Courses.

(a)  The district policy and procedures on course repetition adopted pursuant to section 55040 may designate as repeatable courses only those courses described in this section.
(b) If a district permits repetition of courses regardless of whether substandard academic work has been recorded, repetition shall be permitted, without petition, in instances when such repetition is necessary for a student to meet a legally mandated training requirement as a condition of continued paid or volunteer employment. Such courses must conform to all attendance accounting, course approval, and other requirements imposed by applicable provisions of law. Such courses may be repeated for credit any number of times.  The governing board of a district may establish policies and procedures requiring students to certify or document that course repetition is necessary to complete legally mandated training pursuant to this subdivision.

(c)  The district policy adopted pursuant to section 55040 may also designate courses of the types described in this subdivision as repeatable courses, subject to the following conditions: 

(1)  The district must identify the courses which are to be repeatable, and designate such courses in its catalog.

(2)  The district must determine and certify that each identified course is one in which either:

(A) the course content differs each time it is offered; or 

(B) the course is an activity course where the student meets course objectives by repeating a similar primary educational activity and the student gains an expanded educational experience each time the course is repeated for one of the following reasons:

(i) Skills or proficiencies are enhanced by supervised repetition and practice within class periods; or

(ii) Active participatory experience in individual study or group assignments is the basic means by which learning objectives are obtained.

(3)  Activity courses which may qualify as repeatable courses meeting the requirements of paragraph (2)(B) of this subdivision include, but are not limited to the following:

(A)  Physical education courses; or  

(B)  Visual or performing arts courses in music, fine arts, theater or dance. 

 (4) foreign language courses, ESL courses and nondegree-applicable basic skills courses are not considered “activity courses” for purposes of paragraph (2)(B of this subdivision).

(5) The district must develop and implement a mechanism for the proper monitoring of such repetition.

(6) Students may repeat a course pursuant to this subdivision for not more than three semesters or five quarters.  For purposes of this subdivision, semesters or quarters include summer or intersessions.

(7)(A)  Except as provided in subparagraph (B) of this paragraph, where a college establishes several levels of courses which consist of similar educational activities, the repetition limitation in paragraph (6) of this subdivision applies to all levels of courses that involve a similar primary educational activity regardless of whether the repetitions reflect multiple enrollments in a single course or in multiple courses involving the same primary activity.  

(B)  Visual or performing arts courses in music, fine arts, theater or dance which are part of a sequence of transfer courses are not subject to subparagraph (A) of this paragraph.  

 (d)  When a course is repeated pursuant to this section, the grade received each time shall be included for purposes of calculating the student's grade point average.

NOTE:  Authority cited:  Section 70901, Education Code.  Reference:  Sections 70901, 70902 and 76000, Education Code.

Guideline for section 55041  

Section 55041 focuses on courses which are, by their nature, repeatable without respect to circumstances of a particular student.  Repeatable courses include legally mandated training courses, activity courses and courses in which the content changes each time the course is offered.  

Courses provided to students in order for them to meet legally mandated training requirements as a condition of continued paid or volunteer employment may be repeated for credit any number of times.  See example H.1 in the “Repetition and Withdrawal Examples” document.  “Legally mandated” is interpreted to mean “required by statute or regulation.”  This would exclude, for example, mere administrative policy or practice.  However, if there is a federal or state statute or regulation adopted by a federal or state agency that indicates that certain individuals must complete x number of hours of education to maintain their certification, licensure or ability to work in particular fields, such as in the public safety and health care fields, that statute, regulation, or mandate would qualify.  

Activity courses include physical education courses or visual or performing arts courses in music, fine arts, theater, and dance.  Students are permitted to repeat an activity course a maximum of three times for colleges on the semester system or five times for colleges on the quarter system. The limitation applies even if the student receives a substandard grade or withdraws from the course after having previously received a grade in the course for a prior enrollment. See examples I.1 through I.4 in the “Repetition and Withdrawal Examples” document.  Repetitions occurring during summer or other intersessions count towards this limitation. In other words, once a student receives a grade in an activity course, subsequent enrollments, even those that result in a substandard grade or a withdrawal with a “W,” count towards the applicable repetition limits.  Conversely, enrollments in activity courses that result in a “W” symbol as provided by section 55024 prior to the student having received a grade for the course do not count towards this limitation, but are nonetheless subject to the limitations provided by sections 55024 and  58161.5 [Apportionment for Re-Enrollment After Withdrawal]  

Please note that if the activity courses involve the same primary educational activity or different levels of the same educational activity, the district must combine all enrollments across all of these similar courses for purposes of the four enrollment limitation (the original enrollment and three (for semesters) or five repetitions (for quarters) as noted above.)  So, using beginning golf and intermediate golf as an example, each of these courses addresses a different level of the same activity, so the four enrollment limit applies to the combined enrollment in both of them.  In other words, a student may not enroll four times in each of these two courses, but may enroll in these golf courses a total of four times.

However, for activity courses in the visual and performing arts, an exception is made for courses in the same area that are part of a transfer sequence.  For example, a district may offer Piano 1, Piano 2, and Piano 3, each of which is a similar course at a different level and each course is established as part of a transfer sequence.  For such activity courses, students may repeat each course three times or take each course four times.  Colleges do not need to limit enrollment of students in piano to four times but to each of the piano courses four times.

Foreign language courses, ESL courses, and nondegree-applicable basic skills courses are not considered “activity courses” and thus are not repeatable.

Some disciplines offer courses for which the content changes each time the course is offered.  An example of such a course is the current topics course.  A social sciences division may offer a Current Political Issues course designed so that students analyze and discuss current events. In other instances, the content may not change each time the course is offered, but may change significantly after a period of time when a clear change in content is warranted.  For example, instructors teaching courses in word processing or computer-aided drafting may periodically use updated software if what the students must learn to compete in the workplace has changed significantly.  If colleges designate such a course as repeatable, they must develop a mechanism for ensuring that when a student wants to re-enroll, the content is different from the last time the student took the course.  The college also needs to indicate in the course description the circumstances that would permit repetition.  Students may repeat a course when the content changes pursuant to this subdivision, three semesters or five quarters. 

Consistent with section 58161 (b) and (c), repeatable courses may be claimed for apportionment based on the above noted provisions and/or limitations.  When a course is repeated pursuant to this section, the grade received each time shall be included for purposes of calculating a student’s GPA. (See Attachment A.)
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