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(12) Catalog Description:
In this course, students will develop the process of writing, revising, and finishing essays, which includes the logical development and organization of ideas. Students will avoid common writing errors, develop their writing skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies, develop critical thinking skills by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience, and by using writing as thinking to explore and express ideas. This course is a companion to ENGL 126 and prepares students for ENGL 1A. Students must successfully complete written course work to receive credit.



	 
	
	

	II. COURSE OUTCOMES:

	(Specify the learning skills the student demonstrates through completing the course and link critical thinking skills to specific course content and objectives.)

	
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

	A. Write an essay of at least 750 words which include an introduction, multiple body paragraphs, and conclusion of some sophistication. This essay will include:

· a clearly defined thesis statement

· unified supporting paragraphs, which begin with topic sentences

· quotations that support the topic sentences and the thesis

· complete sentences which include a variety of sentence types (simple, compound, complex, and compound/complex sentence)

· descriptive vocabulary that exhibits growth and sophisticated word choice

· avoidance of fragments, comma splices, sentence fuses and other basic skills errors, such as capitalization, spelling, homophone issues, verb tense issues, subject-verb agreement, pronoun agreement, word choice issues, confused syntax, etc.

· use of MLA guidelines to set up essays, correctly use in-text citations for at least one source, and complete a works cited page

· writing that is free from plagiarism

· demonstrated awareness of how to write from the 3rd person point of view for a specific audience

B. Plan and revise independently, employing all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate.

C. Complete a multi-paragraph in-class essay with a thesis and support.

	III. COURSE OBJECTIVES:

	(Specify major objectives in terms of the observable knowledge and/or skills to be attained.)

	
In the process of completing this course, students will:

	A. learn about writing papers which include introductions, body paragraphs, and conclusions

B. learn to write with some sophistication

C. practice writing thesis statements

D. practice writing topic sentences

E. learn about using quotations and in-text citations that support the topic sentences and the thesis

F. practice developing supporting material that exhibits critical thinking

G. develop an understanding of what a complete sentence is and practice using a variety of sentence types (simple, compound, complex, and compound/complex sentence)

H. learn about common sentence errors, such as fragments, comma splices, sentence fuses

I. develop their usage of descriptive vocabulary that exhibits growth and sophisticated word choice

J. learn how to follow MLA guidelines when formatting papers and using quotations and a works cited page

K. learn about avoiding plagiarism

L. write papers in which they will use 3rd person point of view and practice addressing a specific audience

M. practice using all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate

N. practice writing in-class essays

	IV. COURSE OUTLINE:

	Lecture Content:
All of the following will be included; the instructor will decide the order, and some topics may be studied simultaneously (for example, writing process, critical thinking, sentence and paragraph structure, and reference work will all be included in work on a short reference paper).

 

A. Using the writing process:

   1. prewriting strategies

   2. outlining

   3. drafting

   4. revising

   5. editing

B. Writing a well-developed essay:

   1. introduction

      a. thesis statements

   2. body paragraphs

      a. topic sentences

      b. supporting details

      c. transitions

   3. concluding paragraphs

   4. coherent development

      a. focus

      b. organization

      c. unification

C. Thinking critically:

   1. analyze ideas

   2. use supporting details to validate a thesis

D. Writing sentences:

   1. sentence variety

      a. simple sentences

      b. compound sentences

      c. complex sentences

      d. compound complex sentences

   2. crafting sentences

      a. using parallelism

      b. eliminating wordiness

   3. avoiding and correcting sentence errors

      a. fragments

      b. run-ons (comma splices and sentence fuses)

   4. punctuation

 

E. Understanding purpose, audience, voice:

   1. awareness of audience

   2. academic language use

   3. third person point of view

F. Using MLA guidelines:

   1. avoid plagiarism

   2. set-up an essay

   3. cite direct quotations

   4. write a works cited page

	
 

	V. APPROPRIATE READINGS

	Reading assignments may include but are not limited to the following:

	A. Sample Text Title:

1. Recommended - Biays, J. Along These Lines: Writing Paragraphs and Essays, ed. 5th Pearson, Upper Saddle River, NJ, 2008,

2. Recommended - Douglass, F. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, Prestwick, 2004,

3. Recommended - Soto, G. Effects of Knut Hamsun on a Fresno Boy: Recollections and Short Essays, Persea, 2001,

4. Recommended - Kirszner, L. Patterns for College Writing, ed. 11th Bedford/St. Martin's, 2009,

B. Other Readings

	  X  
 Global or international materials or concepts are appropriately included in this course

  X  
 Multicultural materials and concepts are appropriately included in this course



	
If either line is checked, write a paragraph indicating specifically how global/international and/or multicultural materials and concepts relate to content outline and/or readings.

	Materials are drawn from all countries and from multiple perspectives of the American experience. Some texts and poems are translated into English. These sources inspire discussions of perspective, audience, and more.
	
	

	VI. METHODS TO MEASURE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND DETERMINE GRADES:

	Students in this course will be graded in at least one of the following four categories. Please check those appropriate. A degree applicable course must have a minimum of one response in category A, B, or C.

	A. Writing
        Check either 1 or 2 below

X

1. Substantial writing assignments are required. Check the appropriate boxes below and provide a written description in the space provided.
     

2. Substantial writing assignments are NOT required. If this box is checked leave this section blank. For degree applicable courses you must complete category B and/or C.
X

a) essay exam(s)

X

d) written homework

X

b) term or other paper(s)

 

e) reading reports

 

c) laboratory report(s)

X

f) other (specify)



	Required assignments may include but are not limited to the following:
1. During the semester, students will write no fewer than 5,000 words divided among short essays, journals, grammar exercises, and other writing exercises. 

2. Students will be given reading assignments related directly to writing assignments


Sample student prompt:
Write an essay comparing the views of work presented in Gary Soto's essay "One Last Time" and Bonnie Smith-Yackel's essay "My Mother Never Worked."

All essays must be typed in MLA format and have at least two typed pages of text. You must include at least three quotations per essay (for a minimum of 6 quotations).

	 

	B. Problem Solving
Computational or non-computational problem-solving demonstrations, including:

 

a) exam(s)

 

d) laboratory reports

 

b) quizzes

 

e) field work

 

c) homework problems

 

f) other (specify):



	Required assignments may include but are not limited to the following:

Sample student prompt:

	 

	C. Skill demonstrations, including:

X

a) class performance(s)

X

c) performance exams(s)

 

b) field work

X

d) other (specify)



	Required assignments may include but are not limited to the following:

Sample student prompt:
Correct each of the comma splices and sentence fuses in the following passage in the way that best indicates the relationship between ideas.

	 

	D. Objective examinations including:

X

a) multiple choice

X

d) completion

X

b) true/false

 

e) other (specify):

 

c) matching items

 



	
COURSE GRADE DETERMINATION:
Description/Explanation: Based on the categories checked in A-D, it is the recommendation of the department that the instructor’s grading methods fall within the following departmental guidelines; however, the final method of grading is still at the discretion of the individual instructor. The instructor’s syllabus must reflect the criteria by which the student’s grade has been determined. (A minimum of five (5) grades must be recorded on the final roster.) 

If several methods to measure student achievement are used, indicate here the approximate weight or percentage each has in determining student final grades.

	75-85% Essays, 10-15% Exams/Quizzes, 5-10% Homework

	VII. EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

	For degree applicable courses, the adopted texts, as listed in the college bookstore, or instructor-prepared materials have been certified to contain college-level materials.

	Validation Language Level (check where applicable):

College-Level Criteria Met

YES

NO

 

Textbook

     X     
            
 

Reference materials

     X       
              
 

Instructor-prepared materials

     X       
              
 

Audio-visual materials

              
     X       

Indicate Method of evaluation:

 

Used readability formulae (grade level 10 or higher)

          
 

Text is used in a college-level course

    X    
 

Used grading provided by publisher

          
 

Other: (please explain; relate to Skills Levels)

               


Computation Level (Eligible for MATH 101 level or higher where applicable)

    X        
              
Content

 

Breadth of ideas covered clearly meets college-level learning objectives of this course

     X       
              
 Presentation of content and/or exercises/projects:

 

Requires a variety of problem-solving strategies including inductive and deductive reasoning.

     X       
              
 

Requires independent thought and study

     X       
              
 

Applies transferring knowledge and skills appropriately and efficiently to new situations or problems.

     X       
              
List of Reading/Educational Materials

Recommended - Biays, J. Along These Lines: Writing Paragraphs and Essays, ed. 5th Pearson, Upper Saddle River, NJ, 2008,

Recommended - Douglass, F. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, Prestwick, 2004,

Recommended - Soto, G. Effects of Knut Hamsun on a Fresno Boy: Recollections and Short Essays, Persea, 2001,

Recommended - Kirszner, L. Patterns for College Writing, ed. 11th Bedford/St. Martin's, 2009,





Comments:





            
This course requires special or additional library materials (list attached).

     X     
This course requires special facilities: 
Computer lab if possible

 

Attached Files:

 

BASIC SKILLS ADVISORIES PAGE The skills listed are those needed for eligibility for English 125, 126, and Math 101. These skills are listed as the outcomes from English 252, 262, and Math 250. In the right hand column, list at least three major basic skills needed at the beginning of the target course and check off the corresponding basic skills listed at the left.

Check the appropriate spaces.
_____  Eligibility for Math 101 is advisory for the target course.
_____  Eligibility for English 126 is advisory for the target course.
_____  Eligibility for English 125 is advisory for the target course.
     If the reviewers determine that an advisory or advisories in Basic Skills are all that are necessary for success in the target course, stop here, provide the required signatures, and forward this form to the department chair, the appropriate associate dean, and the curriculum committee.
 

ENGL 252 Writing Improvement
 

ESTABLISHING PREREQUISITES OR COREQUISITES
Every prerequisite or corequisite requires content review plus justification of at least one of the seven kinds below. Prerequisite courses in communication and math outside of their disciplines require justification through statistical evidence. Kinds of justification that may establish a prerequisite are listed below.

Check one of the following that apply. Documentation may be attached.

1. _____ The prerequisite/corequisite is required by law or government regulations.
          Explain or cite regulation numbers:
2. _____ The health or safety of the students in this course requires the prerequisite.
          Justification: Indicate how this is so.
3. _____ The safety or equipment operation skills learned in the prerequisite course are required for the successful or safe
               completion of this course.
          Justification: Indicate how this is so.
4. _____ The prerequisite is required in order for the course to be accepted for transfer to the UC or CSU systems.
          Justification: Indicate how this is so.
5. _____ Significant statistical evidence indicates that the absence of the prerequisite course is related to unsatisfactory performance
               in the target course.
          Justification: Cite the statistical evidence from the research.
6. __X__ The prerequisite course is part of a sequence of courses within or across a discipline.
          Column 1: Concepts, Skills, Kinds of Knowledge: 1. Write an essay of at least 500 words with an introduction, body of at least one paragraph, and a conclusion. 2. Plan and revise fairly independently, employing all stages of the writing process when necessary. 3. Write an in-class paper with a beginning, middle, and end which communicates a clear idea. Column 2: Specifically how this is necessary in the target course: 1. Write a longer essay with a focused main idea expressed in the thesis statement which expresses critical thinking. 2. Plan and revise independently. 3. Complete a passing multi-paragraph in-class essay with a thesis and support.
7. _____ Three CSU/UC campuses require an equivalent prerequisite or corequisite for a course equivalent to the target course:


	
	


