	

	CREDIT COURSE OUTLINE

I. COVER PAGE

	(1) ENGL 72

  

(2) WRITING CENTER THEORY AND PRACTICE

  

(3) 1

Number

 

Title

 

Units



	(4)

Lecture / Lab Hours:

 

Total Course Hours

 

 

Total Lec hours:

 

18.00

 

Total Lab hours:

 

9.00

 

Total Contact hours:

 

27.00

 

 

Lec will generate   0   hour(s) outside work.

 

Lab will generate   0   hour(s) outside work.

 

(5)

Grading Basis:

Grading Scale Only

X

 

Pass/No Pass option

 

 

Pass/No Pass only

 

(6)

Basic Skill Prerequisites:

 

Basic Skill Advisories:

No defined advisories.
(7)

Subject Pre-requisites(requires C grade or better):

 

Subject Corequisites: 
Basic Skills Prerequisites: Eligibility for English 125 or 126 or placement by assessment. 
 

Subject Advisories:

(8)Classification:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Degree applicable:

X

 

Non-degree applicable:

 

 

Basic skills:

 

 

(9)RC  

Fulfills AS/AA degree requirement: (area)

 

 

General education category:

 

 

Major:

ENGLISH 
 

(10)CSU

Baccalaureate:

X 

(11)Repeatable: (A course may be repeated
       three times)

0

For Office Use Only

New

 

Mod

 

Effective Date:

SAM Priority: E

DATATEL ID:

Unit Code:

TOPS Code: 1501.00

Reporting ID: CCC000458167

Date Reporting ID Assigned

Program Status:

Course LHE

Replaced by: 
Date:

(12) Catalog Description:
This course provides instruction and guided practice in peer learning assistance. The course is intended for those interested in helping students with written compositions while also enhancing their own writing skills and for students intending to enter the field of education. Reader-based feedback and active learning strategies are practiced. Areas for study include composition theory, collaboration learning, writing centers, and writing across the curriculum. Concurrent enrollment in English 125 or English 1A is recommended.



	 
	
	

	II. COURSE OUTCOMES:

	(Specify the learning skills the student demonstrates through completing the course and link critical thinking skills to specific course content and objectives.)

	
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

	A. Guide writers through understanding and completing assignments by applying writing center theory and practices to specific writers' needs.

B. Reflect on their own writing processes and growth in their own skills and learning.

C. Implement collaborative techniques in their group sessions.

	III. COURSE OBJECTIVES:

	(Specify major objectives in terms of the observable knowledge and/or skills to be attained.)

	
In the process of completing this course, students will:

	A. Describe composition theory and writing center philosophy

B. Employ interpersonal dynamics in dealing with students’ needs.

C. Identify the learning assistant’s role while helping student writers

D. Recognize and respond to the diverse needs of various writers

E. Use a variety of teaching strategies while helping student writers.

F. Know the role of technology in the writing center and writing instruction.

G. Analyze his/her own written compositions to a greater extent

	IV. COURSE OUTLINE:

	Lecture Content:
New Roman;">
Through systematic observation of peer writing conference and through role-playing, workshopping, reflective writing, lecture and discussion, workshop sessions, and supervised consulting in the writing center, writing assistants will study:

 

A. Composition theory

B. Theory and philosophy of the writing center

C. Writing assistant’s role

        1. setting the tone, boundaries, and goals

        2.  professionalism

        3. record keeping

        4. student follow up

D. An introduction to recognizing diverse needs of writers

        1. ESL students

        2. Learning styles

        3. Disabled students

E. Elements of a writing conference and Interpersonal dynamics

        1. Eye contact and attentive body language

        2. Listening and waiting for responses

        3. Open-ended questioning

        4. Responsive comments, repetition, and summary

        5. Writing assistant/student boundaries

        6. Discovery strategies

        7. Hierarchy of errors and higher order concerns for revising vs. lower order concerns

         8. Tips for revision

         9. Promoting fluency

        10. Promoting critical analysis

        11. promoting collaborative learning

        12. Strategies for students writing drafts

        13. Effective Praising

        14. Punctuation, spelling, and vocabulary

F. Strengthening own writing process

G. Role of the computer in the writing center

H. Electronic publishing

I. Service learning

J. Role of writing across the campus and the community

K. Types of writing conferences

L. Walk-in vs. group writing conferences and walk-in writing conference practices

        1. Interpersonal dynamics with walk-ins

        2. Active listening

        3. Direct questioning

        4. Directive approach

        5. Speedy diagnosis and time management

        6. Dealing with unfamiliar assignments

        7. Dealing with deadline and proofreading pressures

        8. Negotiating learning styles

        9. Audio/videotaping sessions

 M. Assessment of learning objectives and improvement of

 services 

N. Writing Center Handbook Development

 

	
Lab Content:
Through systematic observation of peer writing conference and through role-playing, workshopping, reflective writing, lecture and discussion, workshop sessions, and supervised consulting in the writing center, writing assistants will study:
 
I. Composition theory.
II. Theory and philosophy of the writing center.
III. Writing assistant’s role
1. setting the tone, boundaries, and goals
2. professionalism
3. record keeping
4. student follow up
IV. An introduction to recognizing diverse needs of writers.
1. ESL students.
2. Learning styles.
3. Disabled students.
V. Elements of a writing conference and Interpersonal dynamics
1. Eye contact and attentive body language.
2. Listening and waiting for responses.
3. Open-ended questioning.
4. Responsive comments, repetition, and summary.
5. Writing assistant/student boundaries
6. Discovery strategies.
7. Hierarchy of errors and higher order concerns for revising vs. lower order concerns
8. Tips for revision.
9. Promoting fluency.
10. Promoting critical analysis.
11. promoting collaborative learning
12. Strategies for the draftless.
13. Effective Praising.
14. Punctuation, spelling, and vocabulary.
VI. Strengthening own writing process.
VII. Role of the computer in the writing center.
VIII. Electronic publishing.
IX. Service learning.
X. Role of writing across the campus and the community.
XI. Types of writing conferences.
XII. Walk-in vs. group writing conferences and Walk-in writing conference practices
1. Interpersonal dynamics with walk-ins
2. Active listening
3. Direct questioning
4. Directive approach
5. Speedy diagnosis and Time management
6. Dealing with unfamiliar assignments
7. Dealing with deadline and proofreading pressures
8. Negotiating learning styles
9. Audio/videotaping sessions
XIII. Assessment of learning objectives and improvement of services
XIV. Writing Center Handbook Development

	
 

	V. APPROPRIATE READINGS

	Reading assignments may include but are not limited to the following:

	A. Sample Text Title:

1. Recommended - Murphy, Christina and Steve Sherwood The St. Martin’s Sourcebook for Writing Tutors, St. Martins, 2008,

2. Recommended - Bruce, Shanti and Ben Rafoth ESL Writers: A Guide for Writing Center Tutors, Boynton Cook, 2004,

3. Recommended - Inman, James and Donna Sewell Taking Flight with OWLs: Examining Electronic Writing Center Work, Erlbaum, 2000,

4. Recommended - Boynton Cook Tutor’s Guide. Helping Writers One to One, -, 2000,

5. Recommended - Elbow, Peter and Pat Belanoff A Community of Writers, McGraw-Hill, 1995,

6. Recommended - NCTE Writing Center Theory, -, 1994,

B. Other Readings

1. Recommended - The Writing Center Journal
2. Recommended - Teaching English in the Two-Year College
3. Recommended - The Writing Lab Newsletter

	  X  
 Global or international materials or concepts are appropriately included in this course

  X  
 Multicultural materials and concepts are appropriately included in this course



	
If either line is checked, write a paragraph indicating specifically how global/international and/or multicultural materials and concepts relate to content outline and/or readings.

	Writing assistants in the writing center will work with a variety of students at different levels and from multiple cultures. Concepts such as the various needs of ESL and international students and the variety of rhetorical patterns used by different cultures will be introduced. Also, writing assistants will examine the topic of common errors—and levels of errors—in ESL and international student-written compositions in order to help such students more effectively. Concepts covered in the readings and by guest lecturers will include various communication strategies for working with diverse students, such as ESL and international students and students with different learning styles and backgrounds, as well as a discussion of the various cultural attitudes regarding the writing assistant-student relationship.
	
	

	VI. METHODS TO MEASURE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND DETERMINE GRADES:

	Students in this course will be graded in at least one of the following four categories. Please check those appropriate. A degree applicable course must have a minimum of one response in category A, B, or C.

	A. Writing
        Check either 1 or 2 below

X

1. Substantial writing assignments are required. Check the appropriate boxes below and provide a written description in the space provided.
     

2. Substantial writing assignments are NOT required. If this box is checked leave this section blank. For degree applicable courses you must complete category B and/or C.
 

a) essay exam(s)

X

d) written homework

X

b) term or other paper(s)

X

e) reading reports

 

c) laboratory report(s)

 

f) other (specify)



	Required assignments may include but are not limited to the following:
Students may be required to conduct written observations of their peers’ writing conferences and/or tutors at work in other writing centers. 

In addition to reading assignments from the text, students will be required to read and respond to articles from professional journals written at a level appropriate for college-level writing assistants.

Students may be encouraged to write proposals and presentations for regional and national conferences, and contribute to online publications or journal submissions in the area of writing center and/or composition theory.

Students may be assigned semester-long projects which may include, but are not limited to, advertising the Writing Center, creating a learning assistance handbook, updating the Writing Center web page, outreach projects to the area high schools, promoting the Writing Center campus-wide, publishing a literary magazine and/or newsletter.



Sample student prompt:
Write a paper (2-5 pp long) that analyzes your own writing process, using the 18 brainstorming questions provided. You may describe how you go about writing in general, or you may focus on a piece of writing you have completed recently. As you compose, keep in mind that writing should delight as well as instruct. You should go to writing center assistants at least twice as you work on this paper. There will be a follow up assignment analyzing how you felt being in the role of the student being helped. 

	 

	B. Problem Solving
Computational or non-computational problem-solving demonstrations, including:

 

a) exam(s)

 

d) laboratory reports

 

b) quizzes

 

e) field work

 

c) homework problems

 

f) other (specify):



	Required assignments may include but are not limited to the following:

Sample student prompt:

	 

	C. Skill demonstrations, including:

 

a) class performance(s)

 

c) performance exams(s)

 

b) field work

 

d) other (specify)



	Required assignments may include but are not limited to the following:

Sample student prompt:

	 

	D. Objective examinations including:

 

a) multiple choice

 

d) completion

 

b) true/false

 

e) other (specify):

 

c) matching items

 



	
COURSE GRADE DETERMINATION:
Description/Explanation: Based on the categories checked in A-D, it is the recommendation of the department that the instructor’s grading methods fall within the following departmental guidelines; however, the final method of grading is still at the discretion of the individual instructor. The instructor’s syllabus must reflect the criteria by which the student’s grade has been determined. (A minimum of five (5) grades must be recorded on the final roster.) 

If several methods to measure student achievement are used, indicate here the approximate weight or percentage each has in determining student final grades.

	30% written responses 20% observations 20% class participation and discussion 10% journal writing 20% end-of-semester project

	VII. EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

	For degree applicable courses, the adopted texts, as listed in the college bookstore, or instructor-prepared materials have been certified to contain college-level materials.

	Validation Language Level (check where applicable):

College-Level Criteria Met

YES

NO

 

Textbook

     X     
            
 

Reference materials

     X       
              
 

Instructor-prepared materials

     X       
              
 

Audio-visual materials

     X       
              

Indicate Method of evaluation:

 

Used readability formulae (grade level 10 or higher)

          
 

Text is used in a college-level course

    X    
 

Used grading provided by publisher

          
 

Other: (please explain; relate to Skills Levels)

               


Computation Level (Eligible for MATH 101 level or higher where applicable)

    X        
              
Content

 

Breadth of ideas covered clearly meets college-level learning objectives of this course

     X       
              
 Presentation of content and/or exercises/projects:

 

Requires a variety of problem-solving strategies including inductive and deductive reasoning.

     X       
              
 

Requires independent thought and study

     X       
              
 

Applies transferring knowledge and skills appropriately and efficiently to new situations or problems.

     X       
              
List of Reading/Educational Materials

Recommended - Murphy, Christina and Steve Sherwood The St. Martin’s Sourcebook for Writing Tutors, St. Martins, 2008,

Recommended - Bruce, Shanti and Ben Rafoth ESL Writers: A Guide for Writing Center Tutors, Boynton Cook, 2004,

Recommended - Inman, James and Donna Sewell Taking Flight with OWLs: Examining Electronic Writing Center Work, Erlbaum, 2000,

Recommended - Boynton Cook Tutor’s Guide. Helping Writers One to One, -, 2000,

Recommended - Elbow, Peter and Pat Belanoff A Community of Writers, McGraw-Hill, 1995,

Recommended - NCTE Writing Center Theory, -, 1994,





Comments:





            
This course requires special or additional library materials (list attached).

            
This course requires special facilities:

 

Attached Files:

 

BASIC SKILLS ADVISORIES PAGE The skills listed are those needed for eligibility for English 125, 126, and Math 101. These skills are listed as the outcomes from English 252, 262, and Math 250. In the right hand column, list at least three major basic skills needed at the beginning of the target course and check off the corresponding basic skills listed at the left.

Check the appropriate spaces.
_____  Eligibility for Math 101 is advisory for the target course.
_____  Eligibility for English 126 is advisory for the target course.
_____  Eligibility for English 125 is advisory for the target course.
     If the reviewers determine that an advisory or advisories in Basic Skills are all that are necessary for success in the target course, stop here, provide the required signatures, and forward this form to the department chair, the appropriate associate dean, and the curriculum committee.
 

 

ESTABLISHING PREREQUISITES OR COREQUISITES
Every prerequisite or corequisite requires content review plus justification of at least one of the seven kinds below. Prerequisite courses in communication and math outside of their disciplines require justification through statistical evidence. Kinds of justification that may establish a prerequisite are listed below.

Check one of the following that apply. Documentation may be attached.

1. _____ The prerequisite/corequisite is required by law or government regulations.
          Explain or cite regulation numbers:
2. _____ The health or safety of the students in this course requires the prerequisite.
          Justification: Indicate how this is so.
3. _____ The safety or equipment operation skills learned in the prerequisite course are required for the successful or safe
               completion of this course.
          Justification: Indicate how this is so.
4. _____ The prerequisite is required in order for the course to be accepted for transfer to the UC or CSU systems.
          Justification: Indicate how this is so.
5. _____ Significant statistical evidence indicates that the absence of the prerequisite course is related to unsatisfactory performance
               in the target course.
          Justification: Cite the statistical evidence from the research.
6. __X__ The prerequisite course is part of a sequence of courses within or across a discipline.
          ENGL 125 gives tutors the foundation to work with student papers.
7. _____ Three CSU/UC campuses require an equivalent prerequisite or corequisite for a course equivalent to the target course:


	
	


