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(12) Catalog Description:
In this course, students will develop their writing skills by composing short essays (both in and out of class), while learning how to brainstorm, outline, draft, revise, and edit. In the process, they will work on developing paragraphs and correcting basic grammar errors. This course is a companion to ENGL 262 and prepares students for ENGL 125. Students must successfully complete written course work to receive credit. Placement for this course is designated by the college assessment process.



	 
	
	

	II. COURSE OUTCOMES:

	(Specify the learning skills the student demonstrates through completing the course and link critical thinking skills to specific course content and objectives.)

	
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

	A. Write a paper of at least 500 words with an introduction, body of at least one paragraph, and a conclusion. This paper will include:

· a thesis statement

· unified supporting details for each body paragraph which begin with a topic sentence

· an evaluation and analysis of ideas at a rudimentary level

· complete sentences which includes correct capitalization, spelling, use of homophones, etc.

· an avoidance of major grammatical errors including verb tense issues, subject-verb agreement, pronoun agreement problems, fragments, fused sentences and comma splices

· the proper use of academic language and descriptive vocabulary

· correct usage of MLA format

· writing that is free from plagiarism

B. Plan and revise fairly independently, employing all stages of the writing process when necessary.

C. Write an in-class paper with a beginning, middle, and end that communicates a clear idea.

	III. COURSE OBJECTIVES:

	(Specify major objectives in terms of the observable knowledge and/or skills to be attained.)

	
In the process of completing this course, students will:

	A. Learn about writing short papers with an introduction that includes a thesis statement, at least one body paragraph with a topic sentence, and a conclusion.

B. Learn how to write specific examples to support ideas within each body paragraph.

C. Work on making essays unified.

D. Use transitions appropriately within the essay.

E. Practice using the writing process when composing essays.

F. Develop an understanding of basic writing conventions, including parts of sentences, usage, spelling, vocabulary, etc.

G. Learn about parts of speech to identify and correct basic sentence errors, including fragments, fused sentences, and comma splices.

H. Learn how to evaluate and analyze ideas at a rudimentary level.

I. Select the appropriate audience, paying attention to word choice and using descriptive vocabulary while avoiding slang and instant messaging abbreviations.

	IV. COURSE OUTLINE:

	Lecture Content:
A.       Using the Writing Process
1.       Using prewriting strategies
2.       Selecting and limiting topics
3.       Drafting essays
4.       Revising essays
5.       Proofreading essays
 
 
B.      Thinking Critically When Writing Academic Papers
1.    Relating all details to the main point
2.    Beginning to evaluate and analyze ideas
 
 
C.      Developing Fluency in Writing
1.       Providing frequent opportunities for a variety of writing experiences
2.       Providing a variety of accessible topics for writing
 
 
D.      Discovering Purpose and Audience in Writing
1.       Becoming aware of the academic audience
 
 
E.       Discovering Voice in Writing
1.       Introducing formal, academic language
2.       Teaching students to avoid common diction problems such as the use of slang or instant messaging abbreviations
 
 
F.       Controlling Errors in Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics When Writing 
1.       Teaching students to avoid major sentence errors
 
 
G.       Formatting and Documenting Essays
1.  Using correct MLA formatting
2.  Avoiding plagiarism

	
 

	V. APPROPRIATE READINGS

	Reading assignments may include but are not limited to the following:

	A. Sample Text Title:

A. Recommended - Tyner, Tom. Writings from Life., Braedan Publishing, Clovis, 2008,

B. Recommended - Brandon, Lee At a Glance: Essays, ed. 4th Houghton Mifflin, Boston, 2009,

C. Recommended - Eggers, Phillip. Steps for Writers: Composing Essays, ed. 2 Pearson Longman, New York, 2007,

D. Recommended - Langan, John and Beth Johnson. English Essentials: What Everyone Needs to Know about Grammar, Punctuation, and Usage., Townsend Press, West Berlin, 2005,

B. Other Readings

	      
 Global or international materials or concepts are appropriately included in this course

      
 Multicultural materials and concepts are appropriately included in this course



	
If either line is checked, write a paragraph indicating specifically how global/international and/or multicultural materials and concepts relate to content outline and/or readings.

	VI. METHODS TO MEASURE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND DETERMINE GRADES:

	Students in this course will be graded in at least one of the following four categories. Please check those appropriate. A degree applicable course must have a minimum of one response in category A, B, or C.

	A. Writing
        Check either 1 or 2 below

X

1. Substantial writing assignments are required. Check the appropriate boxes below and provide a written description in the space provided.
     

2. Substantial writing assignments are NOT required. If this box is checked leave this section blank. For degree applicable courses you must complete category B and/or C.
X

a) essay exam(s)

X

d) written homework

X

b) term or other paper(s)

X

e) reading reports

 

c) laboratory report(s)

 

f) other (specify)



	Required assignments may include but are not limited to the following:
1. During the semester, students will write short essays in and out of class, complete grammar exercises and other homework assignments.
2. Students will be given short reading assignments related directly to writing assignments. 


Sample student prompt:
Write an essay in which you discuss your community and the ways in which it needs to be improved. You can interpret “your community” to mean within your town or just within your neighborhood.

In your introduction, make sure you develop a thesis that directly states what improvements you would like to see made to your community. In your body paragraphs, develop three ways your community could be improved. In your conclusion, consider how these improvements would make the community a better, more attractive place to live. 

	 

	B. Problem Solving
Computational or non-computational problem-solving demonstrations, including:

 

a) exam(s)

 

d) laboratory reports

X

b) quizzes

 

e) field work

X

c) homework problems

 

f) other (specify):



	Required assignments may include but are not limited to the following:
In-class writing exams and periodic quizzes based on grammar.

Sample student prompt:
Use a suitable dependent word to combine the following pair of simple sentences into complex sentences. 

Model T cars were introduced. All of them were black. 

	 

	C. Skill demonstrations, including:

 

a) class performace(s)

 

c) performace exams(s)

 

b) field work

 

d) other (specify)



	Required assignments may include but are not limited to the following:

Sample student prompt:

	 

	D. Objective examinations including:

 

a) multiple choice

 

d) completion

 

b) true/false

X

e) other (specify):

 

c) matching items

 



	
COURSE GRADE DETERMINATION:
Description/Explanation: Based on the categories checked in A-D, it is the recommendation of the department that the instructor’s grading methods fall within the following departmental guidelines; however, the final method of grading is still at the discretion of the individual instructor. The instructor’s syllabus must reflect the criteria by which the student’s grade has been determined. (A minimum of five (5) grades must be recorded on the final roster.) 

If several methods to measure student achievement are used, indicate here the approximate weight or percentage each has in determining student final grades.

	An example of grading criteria is: Homework 10% Essays 80% In-class Writing Exams 5% Quizzes 5%

	VII. EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

	For degree applicable courses, the adopted texts, as listed in the college bookstore, or instructor-prepared materials have been certified to contain college-level materials.

	Validation Language Level (check where applicable):

College-Level Citeria Met

YES

NO

 

Textbook

            
     X      
 

Reference materials

              
     X       
 

Instructor-prepared materials

              
     X       
 

Audio-visual materials

              
     X       

Indicate Method of evaluation:

 

Used readability formulae (grade level 10 or higher)

          
 

Text is used in a college-level course

          
 

Used grading provided by publisher

          
 

Other: (please explain; relate to Skills Levels)

               


Computation Level (Eligible for MATH 101 level or higher where applicable)

              
    X        
Content

 

Breadth of ideas covered clearly meets college-level learning objectives of this course

              
     X       
 Presentation of content and/or exercises/projects:

 

Requires a variety of problem-solving strategies including inductive and deductive reasoning.

              
     X       
 

Requires independent thought and study

              
     X       
 

Applies transferring knowledge and skills appropriately and efficiently to new situations or problems.

              
     X       
List of Reading/Educational Materials

Recommended - Tyner, Tom. Writings from Life., Braedan Publishing, Clovis, 2008,

Recommended - Brandon, Lee At a Glance: Essays, ed. 4th Houghton Mifflin, Boston, 2009,

Recommended - Eggers, Phillip. Steps for Writers: Composing Essays, ed. 2 Pearson Longman, New York, 2007,

Recommended - Langan, John and Beth Johnson. English Essentials: What Everyone Needs to Know about Grammar, Punctuation, and Usage., Townsend Press, West Berlin, 2005,





Comments:





            
This course requires special or additional library materials (list attached).

            
This course requires special facilities:

 

Attached Files:

 

BASIC SKILLS ADVISORIES PAGE The skills listed are those needed for eligibility for English 125, 126, and Math 101. These skills are listed as the outcomes from English 252, 262, and Math 250. In the right hand column, list at least three major basic skills needed at the beginning of the target course and check off the corresponding basic skills listed at the left.

Check the appropriate spaces.
_____  Eligibility for Math 101 is advisory for the target course.
_____  Eligibility for English 126 is advisory for the target course.
_____  Eligibility for English 125 is advisory for the target course.
     If the reviewers determine that an advisory or advisories in Basic Skills are all that are necessary for success in the target course, stop here, provide the required signatures, and forward this form to the department chair, the appropriate associate dean, and the curriculum committee.
 

ESTABLISHING PREREQUISITES OR COREQUISITES
Every prerequisite or corequisite requires content review plus justification of at least one of the seven kinds below. Prerequisite courses in communication and math outside of their disciplines require justification through statistical evidence. Kinds of justification that may establish a prerequisite are listed below.

Check one of the following that apply. Documentation may be attached.

1. _____ The prerequisite/corequisite is required by law or government regulations.
          Explain or cite regulation numbers:
2. _____ The health or safety of the students in this course requires the prerequisite.
          Justification: Indicate how this is so.
3. _____ The safety or equipment operation skills learned in the prerequisite course are required for the successful or safe
               completion of this course.
          Justification: Indicate how this is so.
4. _____ The prerequisite is required in order for the course to be accepted for transfer to the UC or CSU systems.
          Justification: Indicate how this is so.
5. _____ Significant statistical evidence indicates that the absence of the prerequisite course is related to unsatisfactory performance
               in the target course.
          Justification: Cite the statistical evidence from the research.
6. _____ The prerequisite course is part of a sequence of courses within or across a discipline.
7. _____ Three CSU/UC campuses require an equivalent prerequisite or corequisite for a course equivalent to the target course:


	
	


