Reedley College

New Credit Course Outline 

	Course # / Title
	HONORS 2 Honors Seminar


CHECK OFF SHEET 

PRELIMINARY STEPS (Do before completing Course Outline):

	(   1.
	Communicate with the Curriculum Chair regarding intent to propose a new course (scheduling an appointment for discussion is highly recommended for first time proposers).


	(   2.
	List term for Implementation:
	[   ]
	Fall
	
	[  ]
	Spring
	09
	[   ]
	Summer
	


	(   3.
	Determine if there is a similar course or program at FCC:

	
	Yes

X
No




If yes, you will fill out the RC/FCC Course Alignment form (included in packet) after you have completed the cover page (Part I, Items 1-12) of the Course Outline of Record.

	(   4.
	Determine placement of course:

	
	Desired CSU General Education Code

Yes

X
No

Transfer Baccalaureate List

Yes

X
No

Corresponds for CSUF Course?

Yes

No

X



If Yes, schedule an appointment with the Articulation Officer.
	(   5.
	Course repeatability for credit: If any of these are checked

	
	X
Yes

No





If yes, secure a Course Repetition form from the Curriculum Office.

	(   6.
	Suggested maximum enrollment for course:  
	15


(   COURSE OUTLINE OF RECORD completed.
FINAL steps (Do after completing Course Outline of Record)

	(   1.
	Signature Form. Secure signatures of the Department Chair and the Dean of Instruction before submitting the completed course proposal to the Curriculum Office.


	(   2.
	Program Description.  Course will change an existing program/is part of a new program which is or will be described in the college catalogue.

	
	Yes

No




If yes, fill out the Program Description form (included in packet) before submitting your finalized proposal to the Curriculum Office.

	(   3.  
	Final Check. All items above have been completed and checked off before proposal is submitted.



Reedley College

SIGNATURE FORM


Submission/Recommendation/Action

	Course Department and Number:
	Honors 2

	Course Title:
	Honors Seminar

	
	
	
	Effective Date:
	


	1.  Submitted By:
	Cynthia Elliott
	Date:
	


	2.  Reviewed by Department:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Department Chair’s Signature
	
	


Attach department recommendation.  (optional)

	3.  Received/Reviewed by Dean:
	
	Date:
	


	
	Dean’s Signature
	
	


	4.  Approved by Curriculum Committee on:
	

	
	Date


	
	
	

	Curriculum Committee Chair
	
	Date


	
	
	

	Vice President of Instruction
	
	Date


	5.  Reviewed by Articulation Officer:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Date:


	CSU GE Code submitted for articulation:
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CREDIT COURSE OUTLINE

I.  COVER PAGE

	(1)

Course ID:  HONORS 2
	
	(2)

Course Title:  Honors Seminar
	
	(3)

Units:  1.0


	(4) Lecture / Lab Hours:
	
	
	(8)Classification:

	Semester course


Hours per week
	Lec hrs:

	1
	

	
	Lab hrs:  
	
	
	Degree applicable:
	x

	     Lec will generate ______ hour(s) per week outside work.

     Lab will generate ______ hour(s) per week outside work.
	
	Non-degree applicable:
	

	Short-term course:


Hours per course
	Lec hrs:

	
	
	Pre-collegiate basic skills:
	

	
	Lab hrs:

	
	
	
	

	Lab will generate ______ total hour(s) outside work.
	(9)RC
	Fulfills AS/AA degree requirement: (area)
	

	(5)Grading Basis:
	Grading scale only
	X
	
	General education category:
	

	
	CR/NC option

	
	
	Major:
	

	
	CR/NC only
	
	
	
	

	(6)Basic Skills Prerequisites:


	(10)CSU:
	Baccalaureate:
	x

	
	(11) Repeatable:  (A course may be repeated


three times)
	3

	    Basic Skills Advisories:        



	

	
	For Office Use Only

	(7)Subject Prerequisites:
        


English 1A, English 1AH

	New

	
	Mod

	
	Effective Date:

	
	Replaced by:  

Date:
	DATATEL ID:

	
	SAM Priority: 
	TOPS Code: 

	
	Unit Code: 
	Program Status: 2

	
Subject Corequisites:




	Reporting ID: 
	Date Reporting ID Assigned: 

	
Subject Advisories:




	Total Course Contact Hours :
	Course LHE:  

	(12)Catalog Description:  
An interdisciplinary seminar designed to offer honors program students and qualified general entry students an integrated academic atmosphere in the study of one topic or theme , in order to stimulate intellectual curiosity, discussion, and written analysis.  May include field trips and guest speakers


	Course ID:  HONORS 2
	
	Course Title: Honors Seminar 


II.  COURSE OUTCOMES:

(Specify the learning skills the student demonstrates through completing the course and link critical thinking skills to specific course content and objectives.)

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. identify common vocabulary and major controversies  of a designated topic 

B. place a designated topic within a social, political, and philosophical context

C. paraphrase and develop a synopsis of relevant opinions on the designated topic

D. evaluate materials critically for a general audience regarding the designated topic for bias, mistake, and target audience

E. develop a personal hypothesis regarding a possible solution to a concern or dilemma associated with the topic for further research and discussion.

F. lead discussions to explore multiple dimensions of a designated topic using background information

G. write a research essay(s) using peer-reviewed and collegiate sources that correctly paraphrase the opinions of others and align these with personal convictions or other considerations as assigned without plagiarism and in MLA or APA format

H. ascertain the value of studying the particular topic as it pertains to the student’s personal ethos and to the greater community.

I. revise and deepen ideas about the topic or theme after collaboration and discussion with instructor, classmates, and experts in the field, and collegiate-level research.

J. competently employ basic methods and principles of argument evaluation, including evaluating deductive arguments for validity and soundness, to be demonstrated in written work or on Blackboard forums.
K. competently employ basic methods and principles of argument construction, and will create arguments of their own in both speech and writing for the class and in guiding the individual student’s future study.
III.  COURSE OBJECTIVES:

(Specify major objectives in terms of the observable knowledge and/or skills to be attained.)

In the process of completing this course, students will:

The primary goal of the Honors Seminaris to offer honors program students an integrated academic atmosphere in order to stimulate their intellectual curiosity and university-level discussion, on one particular topic or theme.
To this end, we’ll invite fellow instructors as well as guest speakers to participate in discussion organized around an assigned topic or theme, to be posted in the schedule of courses, and possibly changing every semester the course is offered.  Students will also present and discuss in class and on BlackBoard chatrooms or in synchronous forums.  
The colloquium offers a forum to bring all honors program students together to:

A. Build a background in a subject area broad enough to analyze theses by professionals in the field for a general, educated audience.
B. Scaffolding from a background, develop individually unique hypotheses and questions about the topic with guidance from the instructor.

C. Meet to lead discussion or participate in discussion to investigate questions and concerns according to topic and assigned texts.
D. Practice critical thinking skills and composition skills in research and persuasion using MLA or APA styles of documentation from peer-reviewed collegiate sources. 
E. Practice skills of argument evaluation and argument creation/construction according to the standards of basic logic. 
F. Challenge prevailing views and discover alternative viewpoints according to topic or theme of the course.
G. Revise “first thoughts’ or original hypotheses in light of deeper research and in collaboration with the instructor, classmates and experts in the field.
H. Direct a course of independent learning based on the theme or topic.
	Course ID:  HONORS 2
	
	Course Title: Honors Seminar 


IV.  COURSE CONTENT OUTLINE:
Will vary from semester to semester depending on the interests of the students and the participation and interest of the faculty.
Recent themes have included:

 Selections from American Literature--Integrated with History 12.  Students meet weekly with several different instructors and one local writer to appreciate and evaluate short selections of American fiction in sequence with history lectures, including Mark Twain, Walt Whitman, Edgar Allan Poe, Emily Dickinson, up to current fiction by Steve Yarbrough.  Students prepare a timeline including contextual historical data linked to a particular selection’s themes, lead class discussions, introduce authors to the class, and writee an essay identifying enduring themes of American literature, such as masking or rugged individualism, across works and  time.  Spring 2007—Cynthia Elliott, Instructor (English & Film)
Controversial Issues in Religion-Students read and discuss articles by writers such as Sally Morem, John Arthur, John Hick, Marcus Borg, N.T. Wright, and Daniel Dennett on such issues as “Can morality exist without religion?,  “Can evil exist and there still be a God?,” and “Does the Bible forbid same-sex relationships?” Conflicting positions are considered on each issue. There is, by design, no lecture component: class meetings are conducted seminar style, with evaluation based primarily on student preparedness and contribution to the discussions.  In-class writing is included to hold students accountable for the material and as “warm-up” for the discussions.  Spring 2008, James Druley, Instructor (Philosophy)
Perspectives on Immigration and Emigration --Examines immigration from three perspectives: personal and familial, local and national, and global.  Student research includes conducting two oral interviews, the first with family elders as repositories of family history, the second with a U.S. immigrant from an unfamiliar culture.  Initial class meetings focus on establishing an historical perspective by examining immigration to the U.S. from 1607 to 1965.  Next the current immigration era is explored with a focus on Mexican immigration, although readings include firsthand accounts of immigrants from many different countries of origin.  Finally immigration as a global phenomenon is explored as students look beyond this nation’s borders and read about human migrations in other parts of the world, drawing comparisons with the U.S. experience.  Readings are interdisciplinary and include texts from the fields of history, social and cultural anthropology, sociology and immigration law.  As part of the colloquium experience, students present information from the readings and help guide discussion.  Guest speakers include an expert in the field of immigration. 2 short essays.   Spring 2008, Karen Hammer, Instructor  (Spanish)
The Holocaust in Literature and Film.  This class will explore the ways in which the Holocaust is represented in selected works of literature and films.  Historical writing allows us to reconstruct the facts surrounding the events, but only through art and creative media can we imaginatively experience the Holocaust in its immediate horror and its impact on individual lives.  As necessary background, the class will cover a variety of historical topics such as Hitler’s rise to power, the Nazification of Germany, anti-Semitism, the Nazi death camps, and the post-war Nuermberg trials, but its primary focus will be on short stories, excerpts from novels, poems, and movies that bear witness to the tragedy and inhumanity of the Holocaust.  The class will examine the tension between the ethical dimension that writers and movie-makers have to consider and the aesthetic demands of a particular art form.  How does one talk about the unspeakable when language and image seem inadequate?  Students will be expected to respond to the readings and the movies, ask questions, and reflect on their own responses.  They’ll be responsible for presenting the background material and leading class discussion.  Spring 2008, Ewa Yarbrough, Instructor (English)
	Course ID:  HONORS 2
	
	Course Title:  Honors Seminar


V.  APPROPRIATE READINGS
Reading assignments may include but are not limited to the following:

Reading assignments may include but are not limited to the following:

A.
Sample Text Title:
a. Handouts and internet links will be provided to prepare students for speakers, discussions and field trips.

b. A reader of relevant articles may be used, selected to support the specific topic of the course. For example, when the course focused on religious issues, the chosen reader was Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Issues in Religion, by Daniel K. Judd, ed. (Dushkin/McGraw-Hill, 2003)

B.
Other Readings:
	x
	Global or international materials or concepts are appropriately included in this course

	x
	Multicultural materials and concepts are appropriately included in this course.


If either line is checked, write a paragraph indicating specifically how global/international and/or multicultural materials and concepts relate to content outline and/or readings.

Most topics lend themselves to examination by writers from all over the world such as global warming, immigration, and Holocaust studies.  In those instances when a topic is more narrow, efforts are made to open the canon to writers that are traditionally classified as marginal, such as ethnic writers, female writers, and dissidents, etc.  Also, the definition of “text” is broadened where applicable to mean films, advertisements, song lyrics, graffiti, manuals, treaties, toys, greeting cards, etc. as relevant.

	Course ID: HONORS 2
	
	Course Title:  Honors Seminar


V.  METHODS TO MEASURE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND DETERMINE GRADES:
Students in this course will be graded in at least one of the following four categories.  Please check those appropriate.  A degree applicable course must have a minimum of one response in category A, B or C.

	A.  Writing

 

Check either 1 or 2 below

	
	1.
Substantial writing assignments are required.  Check the appropriate boxes below and provide a written description 
in the space provided.



	
	2.  
Substantial writing assignments are NOT required.  If this box is checked leave this section blank.  For degree 
applicable courses you must complete category B and/or C.

	X
	a.
essay exam(s)
	Z
	d.
written homework discussion board

	X
	b.
term or other papers(s)
	x
	e.
reading reports
and presentations

	
	c.
laboratory reports
	x
	f.
other (specify)   participation in discussion


Required assignments may include but are not limited to the following:
1.
Reading in preparation for speaker or discussion.

2.
Participation in interdisciplinary discussion.

3. Essays, chat-room or Discussion Board participation on BlackBoard.

4. Attendance at a public lecture, debate, play, concert, gallery show, etc.

	B.  Problem Solving

1.
Computational or non-computational problem-solving demonstrations, including:

	
	a.  exam(s)
	
	d.  laboratory reports

	
	b.  quizzes
	
	e.  field work



	
	c.  homework problems
	x
	f.  other (specify)

critical thinking problems, discussion board


Required assignments may include, but are not limited to the following:

	Course ID: HONORS 2
	
	Course Title:  Honors Seminar


	C.
Skill demonstrations, including:

	X
	a.  class performance(s)
	
	c.  performance exam(s)

	X
	b.  field work
	
	d.  other (specify


Required assignments may include, but are not limited to the following:

Leading class discussion by providing background, supplementary materials and questions for guidance.  Blackboard chatroom discussions will help to focus questions and concerns before face to face meetings and provide a place where students can summarize independent research for efficient dissemination.
Sample question:  How does Poe in a sampling of his short stories demonstrate “masking” or the use of a persona in his use of  point of view, plot organization, foreshadowing, symbolism or analogies?
	D.
Objective examinations, including:

	
	a.  multiple choice
	
	d.  completion

	
	b.  true/false
	
	e.  other (specify)  

	
	c.  matching items
	




COURSE GRADE DETERMINATION:
Description/Explanation: Based on the categories checked in A-D, it is the recommendation of the department that the instructor’s grading methods fall within the following departmental guidelines; however, the final method of grading is still at the discretion of the individual instructor.  The instructor’s syllabus must reflect the criteria by which the student’s grade has been determined. (A minimum of five (5) grades must be recorded on the final roster.) 
If several methods to measure student achievement are used, indicate here the approximate weight or percentage each has in determining student final grades.
Oral Reports





20%

Leading Classroom discussion 

20%

Essays







50%

Blackboard participation 


      10%



 FOR DEGREE APPLICABLE COURSES

	Course ID:  HONORS 2
	
	Course Title:  Honors Seminar


VII.  EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

For degree applicable courses, the adopted texts, as listed in the college bookstore, or instructor-prepared materials have been certified to contain college-level materials.
	Validation Language Level (check where applicable):
	College-Level 

Criteria Met

	
	Yes
	No

	
Textbook
	X
	

	
Reference materials
	X
	

	
Instructor-prepared materials
	X
	

	
Audio-visual materials
	X
	


Indicate method of evaluation:

	Used readability formulae (grade level 10 or higher)
	x

	Text is used in a college-level course
	x

	Used grading provided by publisher
	

	Other: (please explain; relate to Skills Levels)
	


	Computation Level (Eligible for MATH 101 level or higher where applicable)
	
	

	Content

	
Breadth of ideas covered clearly meets college-level learning objectives of this course
	X
	

	
Presentation of content and/or exercises/projects:

	

Requires a variety of problem-solving strategies including inductive and deductive reasoning.
	X
	

	

Requires independent thought and study
	X
	

	

Applies transferring knowledge and skills appropriately and efficiently to new situations or 



problems.
	X
	

	List of Reading/Educational Materials
c. .  Instructor  Handouts and internet links will be provided to prepare students for speakers, discussions and field trips.

A reader of relevant articles may be used, selected to support the specific topic of the course. For example, when the course focused on religious issues, the chosen reader was Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Issues in Religion, by Daniel K. Judd, ed. (Dushkin/McGraw-Hill, 2003)
Handouts and Internet links


	Comments:
d. As a seminar based course, enrollment should be limited to 15 persons.  Students must have access to collegiate level peer-reviewed sources on the Internet or library access. When this course is taught as one unit, every consideration should be made to provide materials through legal Internet links or photocopies, where possible, so as not to incur large costs to the students. At the North Centers, general entry students may enroll in the course, but will not receive Honors Program compensation.  The North Centers Honors Program requires that students take one colloquium during their entire enrollment in the program to qualify for compensation.  Instructors from across the curriculum are urged to offer the seminar, usually scheduled in Spring Semester.  Seminars may be scheduled as one-hour a week classes or as fieldtrips or as a 9-week course meeting several hours weekly.


	
	This course requires special or additional library materials (list attached).

	
	This course requires special facilities:




Reedley College

REQUEST FOR COURSE REPEATABILITY

(For reasons other than alleviating substandard work)

	Course ID: HONORS 2
	Course Title:  Honors Seminar
	Date:  2/21/08

	Number of times course may be repeated, excluding initial enrollment (1, 2, or 3):
	3

	or

	Maximum units to which course may be repeated, including initial enrollment:
	

	The following information is required under Title V, Part VI, Section 58161

	1.
Explain how the course content differs each time it is offered:


Every semester, the discussion topics, and presentations change.  In most instances, the instructor and the instructor’s discipline will be different from semester to semester.  Materials are chosen to support the theme or topic of the colloquium.


	2.
Using reasons “A” or “B” listed below, explain how the student, by repeating this course will gain an expanded educational experience (A or B):

	
	A.
Skills or proficiencies are enhanced by supervised repetition and practice within class periods.  
Explanation:

	

	x
	B.
Active Participatory experience in individual study or group assignments is the basic means by which 
learning objectives are attained.  Explanation:

	As the course is interdisciplinary and topics are based on students’ needs and interests, the learning objectives are met by students participating in new collaborative experiences each semester, investigating varying topics or themes.



Reedley College


 JUSTIFICATION OF LIMITATION ON ENROLLMENT

Enrollment in courses or blocks of courses may be limited based on performance, honors, or other performance based criteria.  Be mindful of the disproportionate impact the limitation will have on specific groups of students.  It is important to determine if the limitation will disproportionately keep under-represented students from enrolling in the course or block of courses.

Describe the reasons for limiting the enrollment.

	Course Designator:  Honors Program

	Course Title(s): Honors 2: Honors Colloquium

	Rationale for Limiting Enrollment:

1. A class of 15 persons allows each student to prepare, present, and revise projects in frequent counsel with the instructor and other class members, ensures enough time in class for discussion, and permits more time to test and incorporate personal projects with the ideas and projects of others.

2. As the Honors Colloquium is required only once in the NC Honors Program, we want to have as wide array of choices as possible while not serving or anticipating a large need.



All signatures must be obtained before submission to Curriculum Committee.

	Proposed by
	Cynthia Elliott
	Date
	Feb. 22, 2008


	Department Chair
	
	Date
	


	Dean of Instruction
	
	Date
	


Approved by Curriculum Committee on:

	Curriculum Committee Chair
	
	Date
	


	Vice President of Instruction
	
	Date
	


�Forms B and C need to be completed






