Reedley College

Proposed Course Modification

	Course # / Title
	PHILOSOPHY 1-INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY


CHECK OFF SHEET 

PRELIMINARY STEPS. Do before completing Course Modification Form.

(EACH BOX SHOULD BE CHECKED AS COMPLETED BEFORE SUBMISSION.)
(1.
Communicate with the Curriculum Chair regarding intent to modify an existing course outline (recommended, not required).

(2.
List term for implementation of modifications:

	(
	Fall
	
	(
	Spring
	2009
	(
	Summer
	


(3.
Check one:

Do not complete Fresno City College course alignment page if:

	
	No similar course or program at FCC.

	(
	Course currently in common with FCC course or accepted in lieu of and changes will not affect status.  

	
	


Complete Fresno City College course alignment page if:

	
	Course currently in common with FCC course or accepted in lieu of.  Changes may affect status.  Consult with counterparts at FCC and complete alignment page

	
	Course not in common or accepted in lieu of but may be with proposed changes consult with FCC counterparts


(4.
Changes sought in the following:

	CSU General Education Code
	Yes
	
	No
	X

	Transfer Baccalaureate List
	Yes
	
	No
	X


If yes to either, schedule an appointment with the Articulation Officer

(5.
Changes sought in number of repeats for credit:

	
	Yes

	X
	No




If yes, secure a Course Repetition form from the Curriculum Office.

PROPOSED COURSE MODIFICATION FORM 

(
Appropriate sections of Course Outline of Record completed.
FINAL steps (Do after completing Course Outline of Record)

(   1.
 Signature Form. Secure signatures of the Department Chair and the Associate Dean before submitting the completed course proposal to the Curriculum Office.

(2.
Program Description.  Course modification will change an existing program which is or will be described in the college catalogue.

	
	Yes
	
	No    X


If yes, complete Program Description Form before submitting modification.

(   3.  Final Check. All items above have been completed and checked off before modification is submitted.


Reedley College 

PROPOSED COURSE MODIFICATION
All changes and modifications in the official course outline must come to the Curriculum Committee.  Though minor changes may seem obvious, even these need to come to committee for information and to update the official curriculum.  Changes in programs or in several department offerings should be submitted together if possible so that the whole picture is clear.  

OUTLINE.  Please fill in current existing course number, title, and units for course to be modified.

	Department
	PHILOSOPHY 
	Course No.
	PHIL 1

	Course Title
	Introduction to Philosophy
	Units
	3

	
	Effective Date
	Spring 2009


A.   PROPOSED CHANGES.  

(Indicate below all proposed changes to be made in the course outline.)
	I.  Cover Page
	
	
	

	
	1.
Course ID
	
	
	8.
Classification (Degree applicable, Non-degree applicable, or 

	
	2.
Course Title
	
	
	
Pre-collegiate Basic skills)

	
	3.
Units
	
	
	9.
General Education Pattern, Graduation Requirement, and 

	
	4.
Lecture/Lab Hours
	
	
	
Major Category

	
	5.
Grading Basis
	
	
	10.
General Education Pattern/Baccalaureate (CSU)

	
	6.
Entrance Skills:  Basic Skills Prerequisites/Advisories
	
	
	11.
Repeatability

	
	7.
Subject Prerequisites/Corequisites/Advisories
	
	
	12.
Catalog Description


Other pages 

	
	II.
Course Outcomes 
	
	
	VI.
Methods of Grading

	
	III.  Course Objectives 
	
	X
	VII.
Levels of Educational Materials

	
	IV.  Course Content Outline 
	
	Additional Pages (optional depending on course)

	X
	V.
Approved Readings 
	
	
	Request for Repeatability/Limitation on Enrollment


B.  DESCRIPTION OF CHANGES AND MODIFICATIONS.
	ITEM NO.
	CHANGED FROM
	CHANGED TO
	REASON

	I
	Old Cover Page
	New Cover Page
	New Cover Page form

	V
	Older editions of textbooks
	Latest editions of textbooks
	Update credit course outline for purposes of program review and articulation

	VII
	Older editions of textbooks
	Latest editions of textbooks
	Update credit course outline for purposes of program review and articulation.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


(Additional sheets may be attached if necessary.)

C.  
EXPLANATIONS.  If course modification results in changes in the program which will require use of the program description form,  please give rationale.

Please attach the complete outline before modifications to this form.  If only the first page of the outline is being modified, also attach the new first page.  If other pages of the outline are being modified, please attach the complete new outline.

Reedley College

SIGNATURE FORM


Submission/Recommendation/Action

	Course Department and Number:
	PHILOSOPHY 1

	Course Title:
	INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY

	
	
	
	Effective Date:
	Spring 2009


	1.  Submitted By:
	James Druley, W. Laird Durley, Michael Stannard
	Date:
	10/10/08


	2.  Reviewed by Department:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Department Chair’s Signature
	
	


Attach department recommendation.  (optional)
	3.  Received/Reviewed by Dean of Instruction:
	
	Date:
	


	
	Dean’s Signature
	
	


	4.  Approved by Curriculum Committee on:
	

	
	Date


	
	
	

	Curriculum Committee Chair
	
	Date


	
	
	

	Vice President of Instruction
	
	Date


	5.  Reviewed by Articulation Officer:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Date:


	CSU GE Code submitted for articulation:
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CREDIT COURSE OUTLINE

I.  COVER PAGE

	(1)

Course ID:  PHIL 1
	
	(2)

Course Title:  Introduction to Philosophy
	
	(3)

Units:  3.0


	(4) Lecture / Lab Hours:
	
	
	(8)Classification:

	
Total Course Hours


	Total Lec hours:
	54
	

	
	Total Lab hours:  
	
	
	Degree applicable:
	X

	Lec will generate
	108
	hour(s) outside work
	
	Non-degree applicable:
	

	Lab will generate
	
	hour(s) outside work.
	
	Pre-collegiate basic skills:
	

	
	
	
	

	
	(9)RC
	Fulfills AS/AA degree requirement: (area)
	

	(5)Grading Basis:
	Grading scale only
	
	
	General education category:
	Humanities

	
	Pass/No Pass option
	X
	
	Major:
	Liberal Arts,

Liberal Arts & Sciences-Arts & Humanities

	
	Pass/No Pass only
	
	
	
	

	(6)Basic Skills Prerequisites: 

	(10)CSU:
	Baccalaureate:
	X

	
	(11) Repeatable:  (A course may be repeated


three times)
	No

	Basic Skills Advisories:    


	For Office Use Only

	
	New

	
	Mod

	(
	Effective Date: Spring 2009

	(7)Subject Prerequisites (requires C grade or better):       



	SAM Priority: E
	DATATEL ID: 4883

	
	Unit Code: 242520
	TOPS Code:  1509.00

	
	Reporting ID: CCC000338091
	Date Reporting ID Assigned: 20070910

	Subject Corequisites: 

	Program Status: 1
	Course LHE:  3.00

	Subject Advisories:
Eligibility for ENGL 1A
	Replaced by:  

Date:

	(12)Catalog Description:  
Topics include the nature of philosophy and philosophical discussion, as well as issues in metaphysics, ethics, epistemology, religion, existentialism/essentialism, free will/determinism. Readings will include primary texts drawn from Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, Descartes, Locke and/or Hume, Kant, and representative selections from 19th and 20th century philosophers. 







                


	Course ID:  PHIL 1
	
	Course Title:  Introduction to Philosophy  


II. COURSE OUTCOMES:

(Specify the learning skills the student demonstrates through completing the course and link critical thinking skills to specific course content and objectives.)

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. Articulate metaphysical, epistemological, and ethical themes in Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, Descartes, Locke and/or Hume, 
Kant, and some representative 19th and 20th century philosophers.

B. Analyze arguments in primary texts, especially but not limited to, those of the philosophers named above. 

C. Apply the standards for argument assessment, essentially including logical critique, in (i) evaluating the arguments of the 
great philosophers and (ii) evaluating arguments that they themselves create.

D. Differentiate between mere opinion, justified belief, knowledge, and all of the foregoing from wisdom, and will demonstrate 
an understanding of these distinctions in their discussions and writings. 

III. COURSE OBJECTIVES:

(Specify major objectives in terms of the observable knowledge and/or skills to be attained.)

In the process of completing this course, students will:

A.
Achieve familiarity with and appreciation of a) the philosophic endeavor as a whole (i.e., its scope, concerns, purposes and 
methods); b) a number of specific philosophers' encounters with that endeavor; c) the relevance of philosophic inquiry to the 
student's own life.

B.
Demonstrate the ability to recognize, describe, and distinguish between metaphysical, epistemological, and ethical issues in a 
variety of texts. 

C.
Develop skills in recognition, clarification, and evaluation of arguments, which they can apply both to the arguments of 
others and to those of their own making. 

D. 
Demonstrate through discussion and in writing that familiarity and appreciation.

E.  
Examine their thinking in light of all of the above, and as Louis Pojman says, “live lives of passionate moral and intellectual 
integrity.”

	Course ID:  PHIL 1
	
	Course Title:  Introduction to Philosophy  


IV. COURSE CONTENT OUTLINE:

Using the works of Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, Descartes, Locke and/or Hume, and selected 19th and 20th century philosophers, examine issues and arguments in the areas of:   

A.
Epistemology:  Alternative theories of knowledge are presented through the study and logical analysis of primary texts 
focusing the student's attention on:


1.
Definitions of knowledge


2.
The objects of knowledge


3.
Distinctions between knowledge and reasonable beliefs


4.
Implications of the various theories

B.
Metaphysics:  Alternative theories are presented about man, nature, God, and man's place in the universe.  Logical analysis 
of the texts focuses attention on questions about:


1.
The nature of the universe


2.
The nature of mind and the mind-body relationship


3.
Free-will and determinism


4.
The existence and properties of God.

C.
Ethics:  The nature of and grounds for judgment of good and bad actions is investigated.


1.
Theoretical Ethics 


2.
Normative Ethics 


3.
Applied Ethics and Political Philosophy

	Course ID:  PHIL 1
	
	Course Title:  Introduction to Philosophy  


V.  APPROPRIATE READINGS
Reading assignments may include but are not limited to the following:

A.
Sample Text Title: 

Baird and Kaufmann, editors, From Plato to Derrida, Fifth Edition (Prentice Hall, 2008)

(All of the following readings are found in the above-named textbook.) 

Euthyphro by Plato

Apology by Plato 

Crito by Plato 

Phaedo by Plato

The Republic by Plato (Selections)

On the Soul by Aristotle

Summa Theologica by Thomas Aquinas (Selection on “The Existence of God”)

Meditations by Rene Descartes

An Essay Concerning Human Understanding (Selections) by John Locke

Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion by David Hume  

Foundation for the Metaphysics of Morals by Immanuel Kant 

A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (Chapter 6) by Mary Wollstonecraft

Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844 (“Alienated Labor”) by Karl Marx

The Problems of Philosophy by Bertrand Russell (Chapters 1 & 15)

Existentialism is a Humanism (Selections) by Jean Paul Sartre

Two Dogmas of Empiricism by Willard Van Orman Quine

B.
Other Readings: 

Selections from: 

Kolak and Martin, editors, The Experience of Philosophy, Sixth Edition (Oxford University Press, 2005)

Bonjour and Baker, editors, Philosophical Problems: An Annotated Anthology, Second Edition (Pearson Longman, 2007)

Pojman, Louis P., editor, The Quest for Truth, Seventh Edition (Oxford University Press, 2008)

	X
	Global or international materials or concepts are appropriately included in this course

	
	Multicultural materials and concepts are appropriately included in this course.


If either line is checked, write a paragraph indicating specifically how global/international and/or multicultural materials and concepts relate to content outline and/or readings.

The concepts and problems of epistemology, metaphysics, and ethics are internationally known and discussed. The readings for this course are drawn from the philosophical traditions of many nations.  

	Course ID:  PHIL 1
	
	Course Title: Introduction to Philosophy  


VI.  METHODS TO MEASURE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND DETERMINE GRADES:
Students in this course will be graded in at least one of the following four categories.  Please check those appropriate.  A degree applicable course must have a minimum of one response in category A, B or C.

	A.  Writing

 

Check either 1 or 2 below

	X
	1.
Substantial writing assignments are required.  Check the appropriate boxes below and provide a written description 
in the space provided.



	
	2.  
Substantial writing assignments are NOT required.  If this box is checked leave this section blank.  For degree 
applicable courses you must complete category B and/or C.

	X
	a.
essay exam(s)
	X
	d.
written homework

	X
	b.
term or other papers(s)
	X
	e.
reading reports

	
	c.
laboratory reports
	
	f.
other (specify)   


Required assignments may include but are not limited to the following:  

An exam essay made up of several questions, from which students will choose a subset to write on. Sample essay exam:   

Exam on Plato’s Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, and Phaedo 

Directions:  Write on four of the following six questions. Organize your thoughts and write as clearly as possible. Your essays should be approximately 200-300 words each. 

1. How does Socrates reply to Euthyphro’s third definition of piety? Does Socrates accept the definition?

2. What were the charges brought against Socrates? How did he respond? How well did he defend himself? 

3. What arguments does Socrates give on the question of whether he should escape from prison? Are they good arguments?

4. How does the Crito illustrate Socrates’ method of making moral decisions? Is his method a good one? 

5. What are Socrates’ arguments for immortality? Describe some possible objections to them. 

6. What is the theory of Forms (or Ideas)? How is it connected to Socrates’ case for immortality?

	B.  Problem Solving

1.
Computational or non-computational problem-solving demonstrations, including:

	X
	a.  exam(s)
	
	d.  laboratory reports

	X
	b.  quizzes
	
	e.  field work

	X
	c.  homework problems
	
	f.  other (specify): Class Discussion


Required assignments may include, but are not limited to the following:

An exam on the basic concepts and skills of logic, as a preliminary to the rest of the course, to provide analytic tools for the rest of the course, including application of evaluation techniques of basic deductive arguments: Sample problems: Are the following arguments valid or invalid?  1. If God is dead, then everything is permitted. God is dead. Therefore, everything is permitted. 2. If God is dead, then everything is permitted. Everything is permitted. Therefore, God is dead. (The first is a valid Modus Ponens argument, and it may or may not be sound; the second is invalid, so unsound, and commits the Fallacy of Affirming the Consequent.) Such an exam will include at least fifteen such short answer problems.

	Course ID:  PHIL 1
	
	Course Title:  Introduction to Philosophy  


	C.
Skill demonstrations, including:

	X
	a.  class performance(s)
	X
	c.  performance exam(s)

	
	b.  field work
	X
	d.  other (specify): Optional Oral Exams


Required assignments may include, but are not limited to the following:

(See problem solving section above; skill demonstrations and problem solving overlap in this course.)

	D.
Objective examinations, including:

	
	a.  multiple choice
	
	d.  completion

	
	b.  true/false
	
	e.  other (specify)  

	
	c.  matching items
	




COURSE GRADE DETERMINATION:

Description/Explanation: Based on the categories checked in A-D, it is the recommendation of the department that the instructor’s grading methods fall within the following departmental guidelines; however, the final method of grading is still at the discretion of the individual instructor.  The instructor’s syllabus must reflect the criteria by which the student’s grade has been determined. (A minimum of five (5) grades must be recorded on the final roster.) 
If several methods to measure student achievement are used, indicate here the approximate weight or percentage each has in determining student final grades.

Two Essay Exams: 40%

Paper: 20%

Quizzes: 20%

Discussion: 20%

DEGREE APPLICABLE COURSES

	Course ID:  PHIL 1
	
	Course Title:  Introduction to Philosophy 


VII.  EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

For degree applicable courses, the adopted texts, as listed in the college bookstore, or instructor-prepared materials have been certified to contain college-level materials.
	Validation Language Level (check where applicable):
	College-Level 

Criteria Met

	
	Yes
	No

	
Textbook
	X
	

	
Reference materials
	X
	

	
Instructor-prepared materials
	X
	

	
Audio-visual materials
	
	


	Indicate method of evaluation:

	
Used readability formulae (grade level 10 or higher)
	

	
Text is used in a college-level course
	X

	
Used grading provided by publisher
	

	
Other: (please explain; relate to Skills Levels) Professional Judgment
	X


	Computation Level (Eligible for MATH 101 level or higher where applicable)
	
	

	Content

	
Breadth of ideas covered clearly meets college-level learning objectives of this course
	X
	

	
Presentation of content and/or exercises/projects:

	

Requires a variety of problem-solving strategies including inductive and deductive reasoning.
	X
	

	

Requires independent thought and study
	X
	

	

Applies transferring knowledge and skills appropriately and efficiently to new situations or 



problems.
	X
	

	List of Reading/Educational Materials

Acceptable/ Recommended:

Baird and Kaufmann, editors, From Plato to Derrida, Fifth Edition (Prentice Hall, 2008)

Kolak and Martin, editors, The Experience of Philosophy, Sixth Edition (Oxford University Press, 2005)

Bonjour and Baker, editors, Philosophical Problems: An Annotated Anthology, Second Edition (Pearson Longman, 2007)

Pojman, Louis P., editor, The Quest for Truth, Seventh Edition (Oxford University Press, 2008)

Not acceptable are books with few or no primary source readings, such as:

Palmer, Donald, Does the Center Hold? An Introduction to Western Philosophy (Any Edition)

Barcalow, Emmett, Open Questions: An Introduction to Philosophy (Any Edition)



	Comments:


	
	This course requires special or additional library materials (list attached).

	
	This course requires special facilities:




FORM B

	TARGET COURSE  
	     PHIL 1
	
	Introduction to Philosophy 

	
	Number
	
	Title


CONTENT REVIEW FOR ALL COURSES IN ADDITION TO BASIC SKILLS COURSES

List in Column 1 at least three specific major concepts, skills, or kinds of knowledge that a student will learn in the pre- or corequisite or advisory course that are essential to the successful completion in the target course.  In Column 2, state why the skill in Column 1 is essential in relation to the content listed in the course outline of the target course.

	COLUMN 1:  Concepts, Skills, Kinds of Knowledge
	COLUMN 2:  Specifically how this is necessary in the target course

	(List each prerequisite or advisory separately here.  If you need more space, attach a second page B.  Be sure to explain each course in Column 2.)

Name of prerequisite or advisory course: 
English  1A









 

Concepts, skills, etc. (List these.)
	

	1. College-level (transfer-level) reading comprehension skills.


	1.
Students will be required, from the beginning of the 
course, to read material involving philosophical 
argumentation, including books, articles, and essays 
that are appropriate for a transferable, college-level 
course.  

	2. College-level (transfer-level) study skills.


	2.
Students will be required, from the beginning of the 
course, to study at a level that is appropriate for a 
transferable, college-level course.



	3. College-level (transfer-level) writing skills.


	3. 
Students will be required, from the beginning of the 
course, to write at a transferable, college-level.


If the courses listed in Column 1 are advisory, complete the information below and do not go on to the next page.

	Advisory course(s):
	English 1A


	Content review completed by
	
	
	

	
	Signature(s)
	
	Date


	Dean's Signature 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Date


Please forward this completed form to the Curriculum Committee.

