[image: image1.png], - Needaiey
Loll ege




CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF A COURSE VIA DISTANCE LEARNING

	
	Interactive presentation
	X
	Internet presentation

	
	Television presentation
	
	Internet w/on-campus meetings
	%
	on-campus


	English 46B
	
	English Literature from 1800 to the present
	
	3

	Course ID#
	
	Course Title
	
	  Units


	Semester/Year:
	
	Fall, 2007

	Day(s)/Time:
	
	ARR

	Sites:
	
	MC, CC, OC


	
	Course has received prior approval in a different distance learning  mode (Indicate which mode)

	
	Interactive presentation
	
	Television presentation 
	
	Internet presentation


The reason(s) that this course is being considered for distance learning is/are:

	X
	to reach students in remote areas whose attendance at a regular District site is inconvenient.

	X
	to provide a specialty course for students at one or more sites where there is not a sufficient pool of 

	
	students to warrant traditional classroom instruction.

	X
	to recruit and support students who would not otherwise have initial access to the District.

	
	to serve the community and business institutions by providing worksite courses for public agencies 

	
	and private companies whose employees require special training.


It is understood that:
· The course listed above will follow an existing RC course outline.  

· The distance learning mode of delivery will not adversely affect the enrollments on campus.

· Instructor is aware the course must be in compliance with requirements regarding EIT (Electronic and Information Technology) pursuant to Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act and provisions of California Government Code Section 11135.

What adjustments to the ways in which the course is delivered or presented to students will be necessary  in order to offer it in the distance learning mode?  (Add a second sheet if necessary to outline units in the course.)

Discussions, lectures, and presentations will take place via Blackboard—the Discussion Board mostly—rather than face-to-face.  All other components and requirements of the course—essays, written exams, journals, readings—remain the same.  

What provisions will you make for regular effective contact between instructors and students?

We will have 2-3 face-to-face meetings (beginning of semester, mid-term, and end of semester if necessary), e-mail exchange, telephone discussion, conferences during office hours, discussion board exchange, comments on written work.   
What other pertinent information should be shared with the committee?

The primary modes of delivery and components in this course are lectures, discussions of the literature and pertinent content (historical and cultural contexts), reading journals and journal presentations, essays and essay workshops, and written examinations.  All of these elements are easily administrated through various areas of Blackboard.  Lectures take place via Course Documents as typed lectures, lecture notes and scanned texts, and through the Discussion Board as extended responses to discussions and questions.  Since there are required texts—an anthology and several novels—the reading assignments will be assigned as in a face-to-face class and discussed via the Discussion Board in small-group and whole-class formats.  Journal presentations and other lectures can be administered through PowerPoint and audio files.  Written assignments, such as journals and essays, will be submitted in Discussion Boards and the Digital Drop Box and peer critiqued, as needed, on the former.   “Office hours” and lectures/discussions can also be held via Virtual Classroom and/or the chat function.  Ultimately, the Discussion Board will be the most important medium of the site as it will establish the classroom dynamic and provide most of the course’s activity.  Written examinations—mostly essay examinations and applied analysis with some matching, true/false, short answer—will be administered as timed assessments through the Test Manager.
I have taught literature classes online before, and I have found that the candor and calculation with which students can and must engage the material in an internet setting often cultivates a rich and insightful critical thinking environment.  Students have the freedom (to an extent) to interact with the texts and their peers when they are most motivated to do so, which isn’t always during a set time on a set day of the week.  The online medium also helps to ease participation fears that some students face in traditional settings, and since literature classes thrive on discussion, this advantage can be invaluable. 
Signatures:

	Instructor reviewing for distance learning:
	S. Jay Leech
	Date
	2/27/07

	Department Chair
	
	Date
	

	Associate Dean
	
	Date
	


Approved by Curriculum Committee:
	Curriculum Committee Chair
	
	Date
	

	Dean of Instruction
	
	Date
	


Please attach this cover sheet to the course outline and description of adjustments.
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