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CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF A COURSE VIA DISTANCE LEARNING

	
	Interactive presentation
	
	Internet presentation

	
	Television presentation
	X
	Internet w/on-campus meetings
	90%
	on-campus


	NR 5
	
	Wildland Fire Technology
	
	3

	Course ID#
	
	Course Title
	
	  Units


	Semester/Year:
	
	Spring 2008, Fall 2008, Spring 2009

	Day(s)/Time:
	
	Friday 12:00 until 4:50 PM

	Sites:
	
	Reedley College


	
	Course has received prior approval in a different distance learning  mode (Indicate which mode)

	
	Interactive presentation
	
	Television presentation 
	
	Internet presentation


The reason(s) that this course is being considered for distance learning is/are:

	
	to reach students in remote areas whose attendance at a regular District site is inconvenient.

	
	to provide a specialty course for students at one or more sites where there is not a sufficient pool of 

	
	students to warrant traditional classroom instruction.

	
	to recruit and support students who would not otherwise have initial access to the District.

	x
	to serve the community and business institutions by providing worksite courses for public agencies 

	
	and private companies whose employees require special training.


It is understood that:
· The course listed above will follow an existing RC course outline.  

· The distance learning mode of delivery will not adversely affect the enrollments on campus.

· Instructor is aware the course must be in compliance with requirements regarding EIT (Electronic and Information Technology) pursuant to Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act and provisions of California Government Code Section 11135.

What adjustments to the ways in which the course is delivered or presented to students will be necessary  in order to offer it in the distance learning mode?  (Add a second sheet if necessary to outline units in the course.)

Adjustment to the Wildland Fire Technology course will involve the provision for students to complete 10% of the coursework away from the classroom setting.  Specifically, newly available ICS (Incident Command System) training material has been released for use across the United States for basic firefighter training programs like the NR 5 course.  That ICS certification course is presented as a self-guided DVD media.  It can be used by students at any computer terminal.  An online version will allow more flexibility to students with various learning styles this media provides interactive learning with immediate feedback.

Similarly, experience has shown that the “Human Factors” unit within the National Wildfire Coordinating Group S-130 training course requires significant memorization and is best offered in a format that allows individual pacing.  This can effectively be accomplished online, with the available assistance of an instructor.

What provisions will you make for regular effective contact between instructors and students?
Ninety percent of the class will be occur as “in-class” meeting.  The addition of online access to an instructor will facilitate the learning for the 10% online component, plus it will provide greater communication between the students and teacher during the rest of the course.  Only two days of class will be taught as the online portion of this course.

What other pertinent information should be shared with the committee?

This change will allow students to attend one or more multiple-day field experience courses at the Reedley College Forest, at Sequoia Lake.

Signatures:

	Instructor reviewing for distance learning:
	Kent Kinney/Jason Pinkerton
	Date
	10/16/07

	Department Chair
	
	Date
	

	Dean of Instruction
	
	Date
	


Approved by Curriculum Committee:
	Curriculum Committee Chair
	
	Date
	

	Vice President of Instruction
	
	Date
	



