Academic Certificates – Locally Defined
An academic certificate of fewer than 18 units identifies for students an integrated set of courses that gives an enhanced understanding of a particular topic or theme.  For example, certificates may be designed to:

· allow students a more limited or specialized course of study within a discipline than the A.A./A.S. allows. For example, psychology majors may be interested in child psychology, and a certificate that recommends courses might satisfy students’ need while providing guidance for such study. Such certificates may be designed to benefit majors, non-majors or both. 
· combine courses from a variety of disciplines for one unified and as-yet identified goal. For example, an ethnic studies certificate that draws on work in a variety of disciplines but the relationship among courses is clearly identifiable.

· combine courses for which the college does not currently offer an A.A./A.S, for instance, in film studies or journalism.

