BIOLOGY 1: PRINCIPLES OF BIOLOGY

Fall 2006

Instructor: Amie Mazzoni

Office Hours:  M,T,W 11-12  FEM 10

Phone:  638-3651 #3499

E-mail:  amie.mazzoni@reedleycollege.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION

     
Prerequisite: Math 103


Basic Skills Advisories:  Eligibility for ENGL 125 & 126

Objectives:  To become familiar with the study of anatomical and physiological similarities and differences of living systems as they relate to heredity, evolutionary history and ecology.  When completed, the student will have an awareness and an appreciation of some of the choices the field of Biology has to offer, as well as a solid background to pursue the career of their choice.

REQUIRED MATERIALS:

  
1.  Text:  Mader, S., BIOLOGY, 8th edition, McGraw-Hill.

 
2.  Laboratory Manual:  Mader, BIOLOGY, 8th edition.

 
3.  Biology Drawing Paper, one 4H and one 2H pencil, for lab plates

  
4.  Scantron form 886 (x6)


5.  E-mail Address


6.  Goggles

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS:

  
1.  Pig Dissection Photo Atlas.

  
2.  Rubber Gloves


3.  Dull Probe for dissections


4.  Lab coat

NO FOOD, BEVERAGE, CELLULAR PHONES OR PROFANITY AT ANY                   

      TIME!!!  

ATTENDANCE:

You are expected to be on time for each laboratory and lecture session.  Tardiness may be construed as an absence from the class.  Be aware that 3 tardies = 1 absence.  If you are late, it is your responsibility to see the instructor after class.  This is very important because if you miss more hours than this class meets in a week (i.e. 5), you will be dropped unless your instructor has been informed of the extenuating circumstances causing your absences.  Any missed lab counts for two hours absence.  

TESTS AND EVALUATIONS:

  A.  Grading


Description






Points Possible


Syllabus Tour






15


Textbook Tour






15


10 Lab Exercises (10 pts. each)




100


10 Lab Plates (drawings) (10 @ 10 pts. each)


100


10 Unannounced Quizzes (10 @ 10 pts. each)


100


3 Lab Practicals (100 pts. each)




300


3 Lecture Exams (100 pts. each)




300


Lecture Final (comprehensive)




200


Approximate Total Points = 




1130

B.  
In most circumstances the curve for the class is taken from the top grade in the class as long as the top grade is 85% or more from the points possible.

90% = A
80% = B
70% = C
60% = D
50% and below = F

C.  
Lecture Exams will include multiple choice questions and usually 2-3 short essay 
questions.  Many times these essays will be the main objectives of each chapter.

  D.
Lab Practicals will be a “hands on” test for the work done in the laboratory.  

E.  
Lab Book Exercises will consist of lab questions taken directly from the lab book.  They will be collected one week after the laboratory was completed.  These are to 
have the answers to laboratory questions on handouts or from your lab guide as well as any problems to work or tables to fill in.  Forgotten lab notebooks means no score – as you are responsible for your work.  

F.
Quizzes will consist of questions concerning the previous labs/lectures and/or the current day’s lab/lecture.  These quizzes are open note.  Only your own notes can be used, no handouts or books. Stay caught up and these will be welcome bonus points!  Quizzes missed due to tardies may NOT be made up.  Quizzes may also be given at the end of a laboratory or lecture.

G. 
Lab Plates (drawings) will be due at the beginning of the next lab.  Approximately 10 plates will be collected throughout the semester, which will roughly total one exam.  Extra time and neatness as well as accuracy are very important to a successful laboratory grade.  See the LAB DRAWING HAND OUT for more details on how the lab drawings will be graded.  Drawings that are not on the required Biology drawing paper will not be graded.  Keep all graded and ungraded lab plates in a lab notebook.  You will always have one week to complete the lab plate therefore late lab plates will be only be eligible for ½ credit.

H.
All final exams will be comprehensive.  This will keep you current throughout the semester and will better prepare you for your next class.  Remember, this is a prerequisite for all other classes and thus one of the major goals is to have you 
adequately prepared.

  I.
Make-up lecture exams will be oral or essay at the discretion of the instructor.  Missed lab practicals cannot be made up due to the equipment, time, space availability, and the preparation needed to do so.  It is highly recommended 
that you call before an absence!  You have approximately one week to make-up any missed lecture exam.  After two weeks any missed grade may not be made up 
unless prior written arrangements have been made to ensure quality work and 
fairness to the instructor and the other students.

Other information:

Drops:  You have until the 9th week of school to drop.  If you elect to do so, be sure to drop yourself.  Do not assume you have been automatically dropped.  

Help:  If you should have difficulty grasping the material presented during the course be sure to see your instructor at the first sign of trouble.  Often, a few minutes can clear up many problems!  If you are having trouble studying, perhaps you need a few study hints or a tutor at the Tutorial Center.  Please come in for help!

If you have a need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act(ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
