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English 1: Hail
Essay Grading Guidelines

A: Excellent Writing (superior)

The essay addresses the topic thoughtfully and fulfills or exceeds
requirements of the prompt:

--is coherently organized; provides relevant, substantial and concrete
evidence to support major claims; elaborates thoughtfully and effectively
-~has exceptional control of sentence structure with precise and appropriate
use of language and word choice

--is generally free from errors in Jgrammar, usage, and the conventions of
written English

B: Strong Writing (avove average)

The essay addresses the topic effectively and fulfills all requirements of the
prompt:

--is well organized; provides relevant and specific evidence to support
claims; elaborates effectively

--has strong control of sentence structure with appropriate use of language
and word choice

--is generally free from errors in grammar, usage, and the conventions of
written English

C: Adequate Writing (average)

The essay addresses the topic adequately and meets all requirements of the
prompt:

--is organized; provides reasonable evidence to support predictable claims:
elaborates with purpose and some degree of specificity

—-has adequate control of sentence structure with appropriate use of language
and word choice

--may have a few errors in grammar, usage, and the conventions of written
English, but these errors do not cause confusion

D: ILimited Writing (rLess than Average)

The essay addresses the topic weakly and meets most requirements of the
prompt:

--has limited organization; provides superficial evidence, irrelevant
evidence, or uses listed gensralities to suppert simplistic claims

--has basic or limited control of sentence structure with simplistic word
choice

—--may have errors in grammar, usage, or the conventions of written English;
these errors may lead tc scme confusion

F: Incompetent Writing (Unsatisfactory)

The essay addresses the topic inadequately and meets few requirements of the
prompt: .

—-has little or no organization; provides little or no evidence to support
claims or may have noc claims

--may have little or no control of sentence structure and word choice v
--may have a variety of repsated errors in grammar, usages, and the conventions
of written English; these srrors cause confusion



