REEDLEY COLLEGE

STAND ALONE COURSE APPROVAL REQUEST
	Course:
	BA 52


	Title:
	Introduction to Entrepreneurship


Criteria A. Appropriateness to Mission

1.
Statement of goals and objectives.

2.
Catalog description.

3.
New requirements (list of required courses).

4.    Optional: Discussion of background and rationale.
Criteria B. Need
5.
Place of option in the curriculum – relation to existing program and options; relation to other programs.

6.
Enrollment and Completer Projections

7. 
Optional: Discussion of impact on other colleges in region.

8.
Discussion of labor market need or job availability (for career technical education only).

Criteria C. Curriculum Standards

9.
Transfer applicability to two 4-year institutions (if applicable).

If applicable:

10. 
Criteria D-Adequate Resources: Facilities, additional faculty, and new equipment or library resources

11.
Criteria E-Compliance: Enrollment restrictions and licensing or accreditation standards

Catalog Description:

Students in this course will develop an understanding of the complex tasks faced by individuals engaged in entrepreneurial activities. This course identifies the methods for developing a business idea, the process of starting a business, how to acquire resources, and the key parts of a business plan.
For stand alone courses, explain briefly to the committee how your proposed course fits the following five areas:

 

1.
Appropriateness to mission:  

a)
Articulation with Fresno State. Coordinated entrepreneurship curriculum throughout the Central Valley. Quality entrepreneurial training for Reedley College students. Viable options for financial advancement for Reedley College students.


Course Objectives

1. Read assigned entrepreneurial materials

2. Analyze case studies

3. Review and analyze current articles 

4. Interview local entrepreneurs and wage earners

5. Write business plan

6. Take part in group projects

7. Complete research projects

8. Visit regulatory/government agencies and funding sources.

9. Complete a self-analysis to determine their potential for becoming entrepreneurs.

10. Analyze the considerations in decision-making activities regarding new venture launch, product/service development, organizational structure, marketing, location, and finance.

b)
Students in this course will develop an understanding of the complex tasks faced by individuals engaged in entrepreneurial activities. This course identifies the methods for developing a business idea, the process of starting a business, how to acquire resources, and the key parts of a business plan.

c) n/a

d)
This course is being developed (along with the course at Fresno City) as part of the Entrepreneurial Pathways partnership we (the district) have with Fresno State. This is one element of many things we are trying to accomplish. It is our goal to create entrepreneurial education in the Central Valley to directly support the need for entrepreneurship. Ultimately, we want to increase the level of living in the Central Valley via new business creation and current business growth. This course will be articulated with Fresno State’s Introduction to Entrepreneurship course.

2.
Need—required for continuance in NC Honors program.
a) The Business Department is in the final stages of planning our “new” degrees and options. We will definitely be including this class in those degrees and options. It is important that we get this course on the books for spring 2009. It will eventually be part of our Entrepreneurship degree.
b) We believe enrollment will be sizable and will grow once the class has been taught just once. The curriculum is engaging and we have multiple statistics to support the development of such a class in an environment such as ours. Completion rates should be above average as most of the curriculum has a direct impact on students’ financial lives. Also, the curriculum is the most “real world” it can get and very hands on.
c) We are teaming with Fresno City, COS, Fresno State, and various other community colleges to have a uniform curriculum offered at each. Without this course, we would be lacking something that is very important for our students.

d) Although tracking is limited when a person becomes their own boss, the real impact of such a class and program far outweigh the measurable impact on employment. Fresno County has been called the “Mecca” of entrepreneurship. With our diversity, economic ties to agriculture, and unique makeup, we are a ripe environment for entrepreneurship. With unemployment rates higher than most places, we must address the economy with our characteristics in mind. Providing individuals with the means and tools to become financially stable is extremely important in our region.

3.
Quality

Transfer applicable: Fresno State contacted our district about establishing this course and creating articulation agreements.
4.
Feasibility




No new resources needed. 
5.
Compliance. 



We comply.
