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CREDIT COURSE OUTLINE

I.  COVER PAGE

	(1)

Course ID:  AG 266
	
	(2)

Course Title:  Selected Topics in Agriculture
	
	(3)

Units:  .5 - 2


	(4) Lecture / Lab Hours:
	
	
	(8)Classification:

	Semester course


Hours per week
	Lec hrs:

	
	

	
	Lab hrs:  
	
	
	Degree applicable:
	

	     Lab will generate ______ hour(s) per week outside work.
	
	Non-degree applicable:
	X

	Short-term course:


Hours per course
	Lec hrs:

	6 - 36
	
	Pre-collegiate basic skills:
	

	
	Lab hrs:

	9 - 96
	
	
	

	Lab will generate ______ total hour(s) outside work.
	(9)RC
	Fulfills AS/AA degree requirement: (area)
	

	(5)Grading Basis:
	Grading scale only
	
	
	General education category:
	

	
	CR/NC option

	
	
	Major:
	

	
	CR/NC only
	X
	
	
	

	(6)Basic Skills Prerequisites:


	(10)CSU:
	Baccalaureate:
	

	
	(11) Repeatable:  (A course may be repeated


three times)
	0

	Basic Skills Advisories:        



	For Office Use Only

	
	CATID:
	DATATEL:

	(7)Subject Prerequisites (requires C grade or better):
        



	Course LHE: 
	Unit Code:

	
	VEA Code:
	SAM Priority:

	
	TOPS Code:
	Effective Date: Fall 2008

	Subject Corequisites:




	CSU:



	Replaces:   5 year review, no changes

	Subject Advisories:




	
	Replaced by:  

Date:

	(12)Catalog Description:  
Specific topics designed to teach skills and management practices in agriculture and agriculture business.  Subjects may include the following:  agriculture entrepreneurship, exporting agriculture products, food processing techniques, agriculture safety, labor issues, economic trends and issues, agriculture technology updates, management techniques, and other topics as appropriate. (fee may be required).
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II.  COURSE OUTCOMES:

(Specify the learning skills the student demonstrates through completing the course and link critical thinking skills to specific course content and objectives.)

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A.
Perform specific agricultural skills as expected by industry
B 
Utilize techniques and methods as required by the agriculture industry.

III.  COURSE OBJECTIVES:

(Specify major objectives in terms of the observable knowledge and/or skills to be attained.)

In the process of completing this course, students will:

A.
perform tasks to acceptable industry standards.

B.
demonstrate techniques and methods which meet agriculture industry standards.
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IV.  COURSE CONTENT OUTLINE:

A.
Subjects are varied, but will follow this form:


1.
Introduction


2.
Background about the subject matter


3.
Specifics and standards of the topic


4.
Materials and methods


5.
Alternatives


6.
Discussion


7.
Application of subject matter


8.
Results and conclusion


9.
Critique and evaluation

B.
Subject/topic areas include specific agricultural areas within management, economics, technology, safety, marketing, and entrepreneurship.
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V.  APPROPRIATE READINGS
Reading assignments may include but are not limited to the following:

A.
Sample Text Title:  N/A
B.
Other Readings:  N/A
	
	Global or international materials or concepts are appropriately included in this course

	
	Multicultural materials and concepts are appropriately included in this course.


If either line is checked, write a paragraph indicating specifically how global/international and/or multicultural materials and concepts relate to content outline and/or readings.
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VI.  METHODS TO MEASURE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND DETERMINE GRADES:
Students in this course will be graded in at least one of the following four categories.  Please check those appropriate.  A degree applicable course must have a minimum of one response in category A, B or C.

	A.  Writing

 

Check either 1 or 2 below

	
	1.
Substantial writing assignments are required.  Check the appropriate boxes below and provide a written description 
in the space provided.



	X
	2.  
Substantial writing assignments are NOT required.  If this box is checked leave this section blank.  For degree 
applicable courses you must complete category B and/or C.

	
	a.
essay exam(s)
	
	d.
written homework

	
	b.
term or other papers(s)
	
	e.
reading reports

	
	c.
laboratory reports
	
	f.
other (specify)   


Required assignments may include but are not limited to the following:
	B.  Problem Solving

1.
Computational or non-computational problem-solving demonstrations, including:

	
	a.  exam(s)
	X
	d.  laboratory reports

	X
	b.  quizzes
	X
	e.  field work

	X
	c.  homework problems
	
	f.  other (specify)


Required assignments may include, but are not limited to the following:

Quiz Sample:

What is the total cost in exporting 60 containers of nectarines to Taiwan?

1.  The shipping cost is $.12 per mile for 6,500 miles, inspection fee is $15/container and dockage fee is $80/container.

2.  The import tariff is 60% of the product value (product value is $45,000 per container)

Homework Problem:

You are selling a load of peaches to a buyer in Seattle.  How would you determine which mode of transportation to use to move the peaches from Reedley to Seattle?  Type a one page report identifying the various factors which will influence your decision.
Laboratory Report:

Based on our last lab activity, what solution might you offer to the farmer who has to decide whether to sell his grapes for juice, or produce raisins?  Describe the potential for profit based on the various changes that will occur in his budget under each scenario.

Field Work:

Go to the campus vineyard and take a sweep of insects.  Write a report that lists the level of insect populations and then give a recommendation for control of the harmful insects, based on threshold levels as discussed in class. 
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	C.
Skill demonstrations, including:

	X
	a.  class performance(s)
	X
	c.  performance exam(s)

	X
	b.  field work
	
	d.  other (specify)


Required assignments may include, but are not limited to the following:

Class Performance:
Using humane and industry standard procedures, administer the correct dosage of an antibiotic injection to a ewe. 
Field Work:

Conduct an insect sweep of the RC onion production plot.  Create a list of the insects including botanical name and population levels.

Performance Exam:
Using safe practices, and industry standards, cut a hindquarter of beef into the five primal cuts. 

	D.
Objective examinations, including:

	X
	a.  multiple choice
	
	d.  completion

	X
	b.  true/false
	X
	e.  other (specify)  Oral Exam

	X
	c.  matching items
	




COURSE GRADE DETERMINATION:

Description/Explanation: Based on the categories checked in A-D, it is the recommendation of the department that the instructor’s grading methods fall within the following departmental guidelines; however, the final method of grading is still at the discretion of the individual instructor.  The instructor’s syllabus must reflect the criteria by which the student’s grade has been determined. (A minimum of five (5) grades must be recorded on the final roster.) 
If several methods to measure student achievement are used, indicate here the approximate weight or percentage each has in determining student final grades.

20% Quizzes
30% Class Work
50% Class Performance
PAGE  

